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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
understand that the fish arrives either at
Oeraldton. or Fremantle in ice, and flint even
though it may be in ice for 10 or 12 days,
it is perfectly good hii flavour. Packed in ice
it does not lose its flavour at all; but when
put into freezing chambers, Wrhere it may be
kept for a considerable timue, it soon puts on
a different character, loses its flavour, and is
no longer so good an article of diet as it
should be. No0 doubt a good deal canL be done
in the way of improving the marketing facili-
ties. I will bring that matter under notice.
I ant sorry I cannot support the report be-
cause of the nature of its recommendations.
I am not in a position to support Government
trawlers at present. I do not think the Gov-
ernment should take over the Fremnantle fish
markets, but I do think there should be a
more equitable arrangement in regard to
them. Then there is the proposal for a
board-

A hoard should be constituted, giving
equal representation to the G~overnment and
the fishermen, with an~ independent chair-
mnan-seuch hoard to control the fishing in.
dustry.

In New South Wales there was at one time
a board known as the Commission of Fish-
eries. That was abandoned, and a board
known as the Board of Fisheries, having on
it a representative of the fishermen, was ap-
pointed. But after some experience that too
was abandoned, and the administration of
fisheries in New South Wales is now under a
chief inspector, very much in the same way
as here. The third recommendation of the
select committee's report reads-

Regularity of supply to the public should
he provided by the mnethods hereinbefore
set forth.

Those methods start with the pulrchase of a.
trawler, and I am not prepared to support
that proposal at the present time. The other
veComuseadations of the select committee will
n'c-eive caqreful consideration.

On mnotion by Hou. 1-F. Seddon d3ebate ad-
journe.

BILL - (CENERAL, LOA N AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMENrMENT.

Second Reading.

Time MI1NISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Rout. H. P. Caleb itek-East) (9.36) in
moving the scund rending said: This is a
very short Bill, regulating the authorised
rate of interest on inscribed stock and de-
bentures to the 31st Deocember, 1923. Fromt
time to time, since the rate of interest went
up, the maximumi rate that the Government
should he allowed to par has been fixed; and,
by the decision of this Honse in the first in-
stance, it has been fixed for one year only.
The authority obtained last session fixed the
utaximurn rate at 8%:_ per cent., and that was
limited to the 31st Deember, 1922. The

amendment Act in question has now expired,
and therefore we go back to the original Act
under which the maximum rate is fxed at
4 per cent. Each amendment Act has been
for a period only. As soon ns an amendment
Act expires, we revert to the 4 per cent. The
present Bill provides for 6 per cent. as a
maximum rate at the end of the present year.
It is anticipated that the loans will be placed
in London at about 5 per cent., or locally at
about 51 per cent. Our last London loans were
for three millions at £95 and 6 per cent.,
equal to £0 12L. per cent., and two millions
at £96 and 5 per cent., equal to £5 9a. 6d.
Our last local loan was at 6 per cent. at par.
The last N14ew South Wales loan was a t 4'1/-
per cent. anti £91, the underwriters taking
93 per cent. New South Wales has recog-
nised the necessity for offering a slightly
higher rate in connection with the loan now
on, the London market. Now Zealand floated
a loan of five millions at 5 per cent. at par.
The Commontrealth recently issued a 5 per
cent, loan of five millions at £98. Therefore
I think the 6 per cent, proposed by this Bill
is a sufficient and reasonable maximum to be
fixed for our State loans for the current year.
I move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hon, J. W. Kirwan debate

adjourned.

Hfouse adjourned at 9,Y8 p.m.

TussdaVj, 93rd January, 1923.
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The SPEAKER took the Chiair at 2.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION--TRAFFIC SIGNALLING.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Works: 1, 'In order to prevent as far as pos-
sible accidents with travelling vehicles after
sunset, will he consider the advisability of
adopting some such patent as the Clement 's
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patent lamp in lieu of projecting the annl
2, If not, for what reason or reasons?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: I
and 2, The matter is under consideration.

QUESTION-RAILWAY EXTENSION,
NAREMBEEN.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a fact that rails and fasten-
ings have been ordered for the Narembeen rail-
way extension? 2, When is it anticipated
this work will be commenced? 3, Has his
attention been drawn to a paragraph in the
Commissioner of Railways report of 1922
under the heading "Railways under construc-
tion and projected," on page 4, dealing with
the inconvenience of working that section of
the lino from Narrogin to Narembeon 1 4,
What is the intention of the Goverimient in
this matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
No. 2, Under consideration. 3, Yes. 4,
Under consideration.

RESOLUTION-COMMONWEALTH
CONSTITUTION.

Mlessage received from the Council noti-
lying that it had passed the following roe.
lation and desiring the concurrence of the
Assembly therein:-

That in the opinion of thin House the
Premier should communicate with the Com-
monwealth and State Governments and
urge the summoning of a constitutional con-
vention to consider the amending of the
Commonwealth Constitution.

DILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Returned from the 'Council without amend-
ment.

BILL-DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Council'Is Message.

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that it had agreed to the Assembly's
modification of the Council's amendment No.
4.

BILL-JARNADUP-DENMARK
RAILWAY.

Council's Amendments.
Message received from the Council noti-

lying that it had agreed to the Bill, subject
to amendments.

BILL-INTERPRETATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Mann (for Mr. Money) read a first
time.

BIL-MIENER'S PHTHIBIS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HOSPITALS.
Recommittal.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary, Bill
recommitted for the further eonsiddration of
Clause 1.

In Committee.
Mr. Munsie in the Chair; the Colonial

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
On motion by the Colonial Secretary, the

word "January," in line 2, struck out and
''March'' inserted in lieu.

Bill reported 'with a further amendment.

B3ILL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 5th December, 1922.
lHon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) [2.39]: It is with a certain amount
of diffidence that I approach the debate on
the second reading of the Bill.

The Premier: You are not opposing it?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not think any

person who has the best interests of the State
at heart will support th~e Bill. It has been
customary in connetion with electoral rofornm
throughout the world, to place greater
power in the hands of the people. In
almost every other part of the world
to-day people realise that they are the
prime factors of government, that they
are responsible for the making and Amn-
making of Parliaments, and that no Govern-
ment can be suceessful unless they are sup.
ported by a majority of the people. That
being so, it should be expected in Western
Australia, which is, or should be, one of the
most progressive parts of the world in these
times, that in bringing forward any measure
of electoral reform, the Government should
benefit from the examples set by other parts
of the world. The Bill, however, represents a
retrograde step. It is not intended to allow
a majority of the people to have a voice in
the control of the State. On the contrary, it
is clearly set out that the future government
of Western Australia must be controlled by
a minority. That demonstrates that hero at
least no Government will be successful re-
garding the rights of the people. I regret
that the Government have made the Bill a
party measure. It should not be dealt with
in that way. It should be left open for a
free discussion on the part of hon. members,
who should be permitted to vote in what they
eonsidcr the best way in the interests of
those people whom they represent. I do not
believe that the Government gave more than
15 or 20 minutes to deciding the issues of the
Bill. I do not think they gave it much con-
sideration at all. I feel confident that there
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are many members of this Chamber who hold
progressive views, and that they are prepared
to give the -Bill the consideration it deserves.
If they are given the opportunity to do that,
they will not pledge their support to
the Bill as it stands to-day. There is a
phase of the electoral question which I re-
gar-d as very serious. There is a great de-
mnand throughout Australia to-day for what
may be termed "unification." The leaders
of all political parties have made it clear
that they desire unification.

The Minister for Mines: It all depends
what -you mean by that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some people make
out that they want only a degree of unifica-
tion, but it amounts to the same thing.

The Minister for Mines: One Parliament,
for the whole of Australia?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN. One Parliament to
control Australia, having powers of legisla-
tion over matters which are now dealt with
by the State, as is the ease with the Union
of South Africa.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: And delegate powers to
provincial councils.

Hon, W. C. ANOWIN: As the member
Zor Forrest (Mr. 0 'Logblen) has indicated,'
* powers would be given to the provincial Gov-
qrnpignts throughout Australia.

:The -Minister for Mines: That is only an
. PWMIfl!

Hon. W. C. ANO-WIX:- I know there is a
*difference of opinion on this question. - The
tabour Party have stated clearly what they
want. The Country Party have said that
they want smaller States. The Nationalist
Party, when they were in existence, said
they wanted a convention. I have it from a
Nationalist leader, who is one of the highest
authorities, that that convention meant that
they wanted unification. We have the Com-
monwealth Government aiming at increased
power which will give them, control over all
the State Governments or provincial councils.
While the leaders of the State rights party
are opposed to the pranting of those addi-
tional powers to the Federal Government,
.they overlook the fact that, under the Fed-
eral Constitution, the people as a whole have
the ultimate power. That being so, it be-
*hoves those who wish to preserve the States
to ace that the State electors shall have equal
powers with the Commonwealth electors. That

-is not provided in the Bill. Our position in
*Western Australia is different from that in
the other States. Whenever by referendum
the Federal Government have applied to the
people of Western Australia for increased
powers, those powers have been granted by a
large majority. How are those who wish to
maintain the States to combat the action of
the Eastern States? In my opinion the very
beat way is to bring the people of Western
Australia to realise that as State electors they
have equal representation with the Common-
wealth electors.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: But they have not
*-that equal representation.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: No, .and that is
why the State is losing ground. When a
State elector in Western Australia has net
equal representation with a State elector in
any other Australian State, it is only 'natural
that he should feel more kindly disposed to-
wards the Federal Parliament where he has
equal representation with al] ether Australia
electors, and lose interest in the State Par-
liament where his representation is not ade-
quate. Of late every change in electoral
qualification has told against the State elector
of Western Australia and, in consequence,
the general advocacy for handing over the
affairs of State to the Federal Parliament is
increasing in intensity. It is true that an-
other place is almost solidly opposed to an~y
extension of its franchise, The PremierP in
moving the second reading of the Bill, said
we must give equal representation to all sec-
tions of the people. But he went on to say
that we could not give equal representation as
between electorates. In the Bill no attempt has
been made to give equal representation as be-
twe en the electorates. Not even distance from
the capital is taken into consideration. The Bill
is one of the most ridiculous, even atrocious,
measures ever put before the Parliament of
Western Australia. In 1911 we heard a lot
ahout gerrymandering. In this Bill the Gov-
ernment have tried to escape that charge by
putting the whole thing in the hands of the
commissioners. In the Bill of 1913 we gave
the commissioners a free hand

The Premier, No.
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, almost a free

band. We gave them full power to fix the
figures in 47 electorates, with a certain per-
centage under and over the quota.

The Minister for Mines: Why the under
and over?

Hon. W.' C. ANG WIN: Because it was
thought the number in each electorate should
he influenced 'by the distance from the seat
of Government.

The Minister for Mines: The same thing
applies here.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: No, it does not.
The Bill of 1913 provided that not only the
means of communication, but also the dis-
tance from the capital, should be taken into
consideration. Jn this Bill that is not pro-
vided at all. Distance is not considered;
only community of interest is to be taken
into account.

The Minister for Mines:- In this Bill it is
fixed; that is the difference.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: it is fixed in
such a manner that certain electorates almost
on the steps of Parliament House will have
three times as much representation as wi]l
other electorates. The Premier, analysing
the figures, pointed out that the State rolls
showed a certain number of electors, who
would be distributed over the various elec-
torates. He said that in the metropolitan
area there were 84,872 electors and that with
the area. divided into 14 electorates each elec-
torate Would have 6,062 electors. But while
tho State -rolls show 84,872 electors in the,
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metropolitan atrea, the Federal rolls, which
arc of more recent date, which by reason of
superior machinery are kept up to a standard

.that the State cannot hope to attain, which
.moreover are continuously revised by officials
of the Postal and of the Electoral Depart-
ments, the Federal rolls show 85,720 electors
.in the metropolitan area. This estimate
would increase the quota of each of the 14
electorates from 6,062 to 6,125. That would
not be so bad; but, according to the Pre-
mier 's figures, we have on the State rolls
178,010 electors, and when we consult the
Commonwealth rolls we find that they show
only 169,601 electors as the total in December
of last year. Taking the Commonwealth rolls,
there are in the metropolitan area 85,720
electors, which leaves only 83,881 electors for
the remainder of the State.

The Minister for Mines: How do you ar-
*rive at the figures for the metropolitan area
in the Federal rollsf

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member
ought to know hoir to arrive at it.

The Minister for Mines: But the boun-
daries are not the same as those of the State
electorates.

Hon. W. C. ANGWtN: I am well aware
of that, but I know also what areas have
been put in and what have been struck out.
One baa only to examine the Swan and the
.Forrest electorates. I. have done that. The
83,881 electors outside the metropolitan area
will be represented in the new Parliament
by 36 members.

The Premier: Which is fewer than to-day.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A difference of

two! The 85,870 electors of the snetroplitan
area will be represented by 14 members. The
Bill, we are told, has been brought down with
a diew to rectifying errors and improving the
position in an endeavour to give better repre-
sentation in this Chamber. But it is pro-
vided that while the SWan electorate, from
which a person can walk into Perth for break-
fast, walk out again, walk back for dinner,
walk out to the Swan again, walk into Perth,
have tea, see the pictures and walk home to
bed-an electorate which is almost on the
steps of Parliament House, is to have 2,863
electors, while the adjoining electorate of
Guildford is to have 6,125 electors.

The Colonial Secretary: But Swan has
over 4,000.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am dealing with
the Premier'Is figures, submitted when mov-
ing the second reading. The saome discrep-
ancy will be found as between Murray-
Wellington and South Fremantle. Then we
go to the agricultural areas along the Mid-
land railva -v. After leaving Swan, we reach
Northam. One can conveniently leave Nor-
thanm after breakfast, come into Perth, spend
the day here and go back to Northa= to
sleep. That electorate, also, is almost on the
steps of Parliament House. Yet it is to have
2,86R electors, while every seat in the metro-
politan area is to have 6,125 electors. We
are told this is an improvement on the ex-
isting system of representation. This is said

to give an adequate representation of all
sections of the community. The Bill is de-
signed to give a more just Parliamentary
representation than we have at present.

Mr. Laatham: It will improve it, will it
not?

Ron. W. C. ANOWIIX: There is a great
disparity at the present time, but I prefer
to leave the electorates as they are now,
rather than accept this Hill. Until some
measure is brought down which will give
fairer representation to the community as a
whole, we should let the electorates stand as
at present. My electorate will go ant of et-
istenee entirely under this measure. I do
not know the reason for that. My electors
are satisfied with, me, and I am entirely satin-
fled with them.

The Minister for Mines: How can it be
possible that yonr electorate will go out of
existence!

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: To provide the
quota.

The Minister for Mines: It cannot go out
of existence.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I have given the
question more study than has the Minister.
The Premier says he believes in giving ade-
quate representation to all sections of the
community. In the mining area he proposes
to have five seats with 1,874 electors in each
district. Why the agricultural area should be
kept as one area and the mining area should
be dissected, I do not know, but that is the
case. It is a recognised fact among mining
men, not only here but also in London, that
mining receives only secondary consideration
at the hands of the present Government.

The Premier: Oh no!
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That is a fact.
The Minister for Works: It has not been

possible to satisfy the mining industry at
any time, and it never will be.

Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: There are places
outback as difficult of access or more so thanw
the North-West portion of the State, and yet
the people living in those outback places are
to be put in a worse position than the people
in the North-West.

The Minister for Mines: You are arguing
both ways now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: If it suits me to put
it both ways, I shall do so. For the present
1 a n, dealing with the Bill; the Minister will
hare an opportunity later.

Mr. Heron: If he is arguing both ways
the 'Minister ought to be able to undertood
it.

Hot,. W. C. ANGWIN: We have been told
repeatedly that as regards the Federal Par-
liament, it makes no difference whether the
votes are of equal value or not, because each
State has an equal number of representatives
-six-in the Senate, and therefore the Sen-
ate can protect the State. It is proposed that
the northern portion of the State shall have
four members, each representing 1,000 elec-
tors, though it is as res y to get there as to
get to the mining area where the districts
will have 1,874 members, or nearly double
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the number prescribed for the north. Mei-
hers overlook that the northern portion of
the State is represented in the Legislative
Council by three members and has only 533
electors for that Chamber, a big proportion
of whom are residents of the city of Perth.
Yet the northern portion of the State is to
hare no fewer that four members represent-
ing a little over 4,000 electors in this Cham-
ber. Is that fair representation? Does that
show anything even approaching equality as
compared with other parts of the State? I
said just now that the Premier proposed
to dissect the goldfields area. Why? The
goldfields central area, mentioned in the
schedule as a separate area, is to have four
seats of .3,413 electors each. The people 400
miles distant are not to receive the same con-
sideration as wvill be meted out to electors 20
miles away.

The Premier: You proposed to give the
whole of the goldfields sir seat;, and we pro-
pose seven.

Ron, W. C7. ANOWLN: Things have
changed since the Labour Government intro-
duced their Bill in 1913. The goldields cen-
tral area will be required to have 3,413 elec-
tors to each seat, while the agricultural quota
is to he 2,803. 1 do not think the Premier
was quite fair in his -remarks in moving the
second reading of the Bill. Hie provided for
only 49 members. If members refer to the
Premier's speech in "Hansard"' No. 18, they
will find that he allowed for only 49 members.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The intention is
to have for the agricultural area, not 22
seats with a quota of 2,295 electors, hut 23
seats with a quota of 2,86.3 electors. If the
Premier refers to his notes, hie will find that
what I say is correct.

The Premier: I have my notes here, and
what you say is not correct.

Hon. W. C. ANOWEq: If the goldfields
central area and the mining area, were amal-
gamated so that the mining districts formed
one area, just as the agricultural districts
form one area, there would be in each dis-
trict approximately 2,560 electors. I want
members to recollect how far distant these
places are situated from the seat of Govern-
ment. We bare the Murehison joining on to
the Ciascoyne. We hare Kanowna running
east along the Trans -Australian -railway to
the border and extending as far south as
Esperance. We have Tilgarn, another large
area, which extends to the coast at Ravens-
thorpe. These are alt large areas, and yet
they are to be treated differently from other
port-ions of the State. This is the adequate
representation which the Premier has sought
to Justify. Compare it with the pastoral dis-
tricts, having an average of 1,064 electors to
each district, and the agricultural districts
having an average of 2,863 electors to each
district, and we must conclude that there has
been only one idea in the Premier's mind,
namely, to ensure that where there is popu-

lutiou of any magnitude at all, they shall not
be given that just representation which is
conceded to the more scattered districts. The
goldfields area is situated at a considerable
(bUstanee from the seat of government. Some
of the mining districts are still further out
and are scattered over a very large area, while
the agricultural area is more compact.

Mr. Latham: It is Dot too compact.
Iron. W. C. ANGWIN: It is fairly com-

pact in comparison with the goldfields and
mining areas. This being so, I would ' like to
know on what grounds the Premier or any
other member can justify a Bill such as this.
Would the member for Perth (Mr. Mann)
contend that there should be over 6,000 elec-
tors for the Perth seat, while ether districts
touching it require a smaller number? I do
itot mind so much the scattered districts. I be-
lieve in the people ruling. All government
should be controlled by the people as a whole,
and one cannot object very muchb to the
districts far distant from Perth requiring
fewer electors than Perth itself. But is there
.any justification for seats surrounding the
metropolitan -area requiring only one elector
to itearly three electors required in the city I
Could any member go before his constituents
and tell them that they had a value of only
one-half to one-third of that of the people
living at Selmeot?

The Minister for MHine:- Yes, he could
say they had three times the value in their
member.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They would not
take theat argu ment seriously.

-Mr. O'Loglilei: Mlembers arc too modest
to claim that.

I-ton. W. C. XNOWIN: I put members
on an eqluality; I do not regard one member
as having greater qualifications than another.
Any niieniber who Madie such a statement to
his4 electors would he offering thenm a. great
insult. It would b~e equivalent to saying that
the moan in the metropolitan area had not the
brainis to entitle bin, to the same qualification
ais the man living a, little outside the city.
Them,'nember for Pilbara. (Mr. Underwood)
said hie thought the State rolls were more ac-
curate than the 'Federal rolls.

Mir. Underwood:. That is my experience.
Ron. W. C. ANOWYN: My experience has

becen the reverse, unless a member personally
does the canvass, end then a very good roll
is obtained. To ascertain the -reasons for the
large increase in the number of electors on
the State rolls, it is necessary to scrutinise
the figures relating to the movemet of popu-
Intionm. It may be cofeeded that a number of
persons have become of age and have claimed
a voe on that round, but it is impossible to
cheek the figures in that respect. On the
310th JTune, 192!, the rolls showed an enrol-
meat of 173,964 electors. On the 30th Sep-
tember, 1922, the number was 178,010, an in.
crease of 4,054. Since that date the popula-
tion has increased by only 2,082.

Mir. Underwood: You are missing 4,000
representing natural increase.
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am making a
mistake. The arrivals over departures has in-
creased by 2,082, while the increase of popu-
lation from the 30th June, 1,921, to the 30th
September, 1922, has been 9,267. The rolls
showed an increase of 4,054, but the excess
of births over deaths was 6,032. Among the
arrivals in the State were 605 children under
12 years of age. The number between 12 and]
21 has not been published, but it must have
been considerable. Members will therefore
realise that on the statistics published, there
has not been an increase of population ft
-warrant the increased number of enrolincats.
This goes to show that there miust be a. large
number of duplications, and to my mnind there
is conclusive proof that the Federal rolls are
more accurate than the State rolls.

The Minister for Works- A number of
electors may have shifted to other districts
and failed to get transfers.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Then their names
would appear on two rolls.

The Minister for Works: I think a lot of
them do.

lHon, WV. C. ANGWIN: Then their names
should have been transferred. The Premier
criticised the Bill that was introduced in
1913.

The Premier: No, I only mentioned it.
Rion. W. C. ANOWIN: I; was a far more

just, fair and equlitable Bill than this one.
The Premier: In what way?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Bill intro-

duced by the Labour Government was based
on the Queensland Act, which allows -for Com-
missioners taking into consideration the dif-
ferentiations between districts. Under that
Act they can go one-fifth above or one-fifth
below the quota. fin New South Wales there
is a margin of 600 to work on whether above
or below. With the exception of Queensland
and New South Wales there are, so far as 1
know, no Commissioners to set out the elec.-
toral districts. It is the desire of the people
of this State that in the redistribution of
seats each and every district should be treated
fairly, and that there shonld be an equitable
redistribution so far as the representation of
each electorate is concerned. This Bill merely
carries on much the same conditions as exist
to-day. It is true that a few extra voters
are given in some districts, and this applies
more particularly to the metropolitan area. 1
hope in Committee members will scrutinise
the Bill very carefully. No matter what Min-
isters may have told their supporters, it is
clear that every Government must have the
people behind them in order to control the
affairs of State. If the Governmenf desire
that we should continue to hold our serereikat
rights, they must give the people greater
scope in electing their representatives to the
State Parliament. If there is one thing more
than another that will make for unification
it is this Bill, It will. also tend to increase
the control of the Federal Parliament over
the State. I believe the people will view it
in that light If the Federal Go-r=n±'

introdUCe legislation during the ensuing
Parliament-I believe they will, for all
paOrties desire to alter the present con-
diltion of affairs-this Bill, if it
heconrics law, will hai-e a greater
effect thaLn anything I know of in inducing
the peopic to vote against the State Govern-
mnent. [ trust the Premier will even yet see
his way to give greater representation to the
nmetrololitan people. The country districts
arc not anxious for an increase. There are
already only' B,100 electors in ent agricul-
tural dlistrict, but it is proposed by this Bill
to give them two additional seats. Trhe min-
ing area should, on the figures, receive an
additional seat, hut the North-West should be
viut down by one, because, in addition to its
representation in this Chamber, it hns full
representation in another place. This Bill
mnakes only for inequality in the rep resenta-
tion of the people in this Chamber. It is
purely a party Bill, and it is therefore idle
to express the hope that it will be defeated.
It has already been decided outside Parlia-
nieat that it shall go through. The Premier
-was not definite en the point, but practically
told us it was a party measuire. In other
w~ordsa, the Government look to their support-
ers to vote for tile second reading. During
the Inst Parliament the then member for
Canning (Mr. R. T. Robinson) introduced
au Electoral Bill. He supplied us with the
latest figures, endorsed by the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, to enable members to form an
ojpinion upon it. Tile Bill did not give satis-
faction to a certain section of the community.
The complaint against it was so loud that the
then Attorney General placed a number of
amendments on the Notice Paper, making it
almost a new Bill. These did not give satis-
faction either. They reduced the representa-
tion in the metropolitan area, but did not give
satisfaction to those who were controlling the
Government, as they are doing to-day. The
Bill was subsequently struck off the Notice
Paper. We are told that this Bill, however,
has the unanimous support of those sitting
behind the Government.

The Premier: Who told you that?
Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN: Those who were se

dissatisfied two or three years ago, because
the representation then provided did not suit
them, are now willing to give their votes i33
favour of this Bill.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It is said that the membei
for Claremont is wavering.

Mr. J. Thomson- No.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This is a Bill de.

signed to keep the Labour Party out of office
The Premier: No, it is not.
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN:- I do not think il

will have that effect.
Hon. Mf. F. Troy: Nothing can do that.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Putting party ques.

tions aside, I -say this is neither a fair no:
a just DB0l, and it should not be passed b
this Chamber.
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Mr. MeCALLUX: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. . .16

Noes . . . .. 20

Majority against ..-

M r. Angrwlo
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Cerber
Mr. Onnigban

Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes

Mr. Lutey

Mrs. Cowan
Mr. DaVIE
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lathesa
Mr. FT. X. Msley

Arts.

NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

4

Marshall
McCallum
Mmue
Richardson
Troy
Willcockc
Wilson
O'oghlen

(Tefler.)

Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitch.,ll
Mr. Plae
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Sadan
Mr. J. B. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. A. 'rhomnuon
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. MeOALLUM (South Fremantle)
[3.28]: If I thought that any argument or
reasoning would have any effect upon mim-
bers opposite I would be more inclined to
devote some attention to the discussion on
the second reading of this Bill. I know,
however, that certain caucus meetings have
been held, and that no matter what opinion
members opposite may hold, those members
have been gagged. They are under censor-
ship, and are not allowed to express their
iudividual thoughts in this Parliament. The
Screw has been put upon them by members
of the Government, and it appears to me that
any appeal to their reason or fairmindedness
wvill be entirely useless. We arc advised that
the caucus inet behind closed doors, that the
mneetings "were held in Secret. The people who
elected memnbers sitting opposite know nothing
of what happened. They are not permitted
to learn the views of their representatives,
and no matter how strongly opposed certain
of those representatives may be to the con-
tents of the Bill, the majority of those sitting
opposite have agreed to support it. They
met in secret conclave, while the passage ways
and corridors leading to the Premier's office
were guarded so that no one might enter even
through the keyhole. Everything wast done
behind the backs of thme electors, and ever"
dark and devious method, which the Labour
Part, were so often accused of adopting,
was followed in this cuse, and taken to the
bosom, of the Government and their Support-

(100]

ers. Members have been bound and gagged
after a fashion that the Labour Party, in its
most powerful days, never dreamt of.

Mr. Richardson: I never heard of that.
Mr. MeCALLUM: I do hope the hon. mem-

ber is free to listen to reason. If I cannot
appeal to him, I hope to appeal to his electors.
Amy member of a metropolitan constituency
who votes for this Bill will find that his
conduit will be published in every highway
and byway of his electorate. Off the top of
the soap box the iniquities of this Bill will
have been preached by the time the imert
election comes round.

Mr. Richardson: Surely you do not think
that frightens any metropolitan member?

Mr. McCALLUM: My opinion i, that
voting for this Bill will mean the political
end of any metropolitan member.

Thme Premier: The metropolitan area will
get two more members under this Bill.

Air. MeCALLjUM: At the last redistri-
bution of seats the metropolitan area was
denied four seats to which it was entitled,
and meantime the population of the metro-
politan area has increased by 30,000. It has
increased by that number since the last gerry-
mandering redistribution took place under the
Premiership of the late Mr. Prank Wilson, I
think in 1911.

The Premier: That redistribution put the
Labour Party in. Surely you have nothing
to say against it.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: The redistribution now
proposed will put the Labour Party in, too.

Mr. McCALLUM: Observe the point of
view adopted by the Premier-whomn will it
put in power; not in it just or right?

The Premier: But you said there had been
gerrymandering.

Mr. McCALLUM: The rights of the people
do not matter to the Premier. All the Premier
has to put before the House is, whom
will the redistribution put into power? Let
the Premier mark my words, when the good
judgment of the people is awakened, when
their sense of right and justice is appealed to,
the same results will ensue upon this measure,
if it becomes law, an ensued upon the gerry-
meandering measure of 1911. The people will
not support a Bill which endeavours to hand
over for all time the control of the govern-
ment of the country to one particular indus-
try-, depriving the manhood and the woman-
hood of the country of the right to rule thern-
stives.

The Premier: No.
Mr. MoCALLUM: That is the sole object

c-f the Bill.
Thme Premier! Not at all.
Mr. MeCALLUM: The Premier's inter.-

' ection gave away the position. lIi- asked,
iwbtm did the 1911 Bill put into poweri That
interjection shows the spectacles through
which the Premier views such measures as
this. We knew what was behind the 1911
Bill, and we stumped the country and Stirred

upa healthy public sentiment which would not
endorse what had been decided by a Section
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of the then Parliament in secret caucus. We
shall do the same this time.

The Premier: Of course you will.
Mr. MeCALLIJM: Me,-Fers who represent

the people, and not merely broad acre, know
what will happen after the vote has been
taken. The only two speeches which have
been delivered since the second reading of
the Bill was moved have come from this aide
of the fllouse. Net a member supporting the
Government attempts to justify the Bill.

Mr. .Johnston: That will be remedied.
Mr. McCALLtTM: The vote would have

been takeni just now bad not this side of the
House moved. The Speaker was just about
to put the question. I sin the third member
on this side of the House to speak on the Dill.
No attempt has been made by a Government
supporter to argue in favour of the Bill.
Members opposite have been gagged. They
were summoned to the Premier's office and
told that the fate of the Government depen-
ded on this Bill. The screw has been put on
members opposite, and the whip has been
cracked well over them. The Government
have told them what is behind the Bill.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. MeG AILTJUf After meeting the

Premier, members met Mr. floss Monger in a
little back room in St. George'Is-terrace.

Mr. Latham: Why don't you talk some
facts?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Let us listen to our
friend here, who has just been on the carpet
and told that if ho attempts to Support a
friend ho will be expelled.

The SPEAKER. The hon. member had
better keep to the Binl.

Mr. MeCALLU'.!: But I must answer in-
terjections, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Interjections are dis-
orderly.

Mr. MeCALLIJM: There are members
who have actually been threatened. That is
why they dare not oppose what has been
decided in secret caucus. They sit silent
lest they be summoned before the junta of
head hunters. The New Guinea head bunters
seem to have deserted Beaufort-street and
gone to St. George 's-terrace. They have ex-
pelled from their association the biggest
wheatgrower in the State, and they are car-
peting their Deputy Leader.

Mr. Latham: That is not true.
The SPEAKER: Order? I cannot allow

discussion of that kind.
Mr. MeCALLUM: Can we ascertain why

no Government supporter will rise to speak
ini favour of the Dill?

The Premier: Sit down and give the Gov-
ernment supporters a chance.

Mr. MeCALLTIM: I will sit down quite
soon enough; I am not at all tired yet. We
were sitting here quietly, waiting for someone
to justify the Bill; but no one would attempt
to Put up an argument as to why the measure
should become law. We now wont to know
f rom memnbers opposite why this Bill should
be enacted. I wish to make my own position

perfectly clear. I maintain that the guiding
factor in the formation of a Parliament is
that the manhood and the womanhood
of the country should elect the Parlia-
ment and consequently the Government.
I stand for adult franchise and for
one vote one value. In the old days
we fought for that principle, and abolished
plural voting. When the opponents of adult
franchise found thcir case hopeless, they de-
vised a new system. They said, ''Although
each luan and each woman shall have only
one vote, we will make the vote of one man
or one woman in certain districts equal to
three or four times the value of the vote of
one man or one woman in other districts.''
Thus plural voting was, in effect, reintro-
duced. No argument can be adduced in sup-
port Of Such a position. The present Dill
merely represents a scheme devised for the
purpose of retaining the control of the gov-
ernmnent of the country by one interest, thus
refusing to allow the people themselves to be,
the controlling factor in the creation of a
Parliament and a Government. The principle
of this measure not only works injustice to
the people as a whole, hut in certain districts
it will operate so disadvantageously to the
electors that I can haxdly think the Premier
has examined the situation. What reason can
he give for allotting to certain districts
smaller representation than they now have,
notwithstanding the fact that Since the last
redistribution was made their population has
increased? Tn 190. the Fremantle district
had 9.5 per cent. of the population of the
State, and the district then had five seats
out of 50 in this Chamber. In 1928 the Pre-
mantle district has 9 per cent, of the popula-
tion of Western Australia, but under this Bil
it is to have only timo seats here.

The Premier: How do you make that out?
Mr. McCALLTM: On the figures pre-

sented. What justification is there for creat-
ing such a position? Why is Frenmantle's re-
pi-epentatino to lbe decreased by three when,
it has practically the same proportion of
population as it had at the time of the last
redistribution?

The Premier: It will have three members
under this Bill.

Mir. McCALjLUM : It cannot get three
members under this Bill. To get three seats
requires 18,000 electors.

The Premier: How many electors has the
Fremantle district?

Mr. McCALLJM : Between 15,000 and
16,000.

Mr. J. Thomson: There will be an increase
at Cottesloe.

Mr. MCCALLiUM: Cottesloe will have a
new member under the Bill. There will be a
new seat between F~remantle and Perth, but
according to the figures there should be at
least three new seats in that area. In fact,
there should be not less than four new seats
in the Fremantle district, flat district in
1905 had 10,000 electors, still 9 per cet, of
the total population; but its representation
was reduced to four members. In 1911 the



[23 SAmussty, 1923.]174

Fremantle district bad 11,0,00 electors, repre-
senting 7.5 per cent, of the population of the
State; but its representation was then re-
duced to three members. And now, in 1923,
the district has 16,000 electors, representing
about 9 per edut. of all the electors in the
State, and that number of electors will give
it only a little over two seats, to be accurate
two and a half seats. The representation of
the district is to be reduced from five mem-
bers to two, while its proportion of total
population has actually remained about the
same. What argumient could be addueda in
favour of that? Can it he said that the re-
presentation of the metropolitan area, if the
Fremantle electorates can be designated s
such, has been harmful to the development of
the back country? Is it suggested that those
elected to represent metropolitan constituenceies
hare not assisted in the development of
Western Australia while they have controlled
the Gorernuient? The position regarding the
present Government disproves the last-men-
tioned contention. It is stated that the met-
ropolitan area is over-represented in this
Chamber and yet that portion of the State
cannot secure a single Minister in the present
Cabinet.

Mr. Hughes: And the city has to pay the
penalty I

Mr. .1. Thomson: The Minister for Works
has a good knowledge of metropolitan require-
ments.

Mr. Johnston; The Colonial Secretary has
a great knowledge of metropolitan affairs.

Mr. 0'1-oghlen: Rut his seat is not classed
as a metropolitan one.

Mr. McCAILUM: With a hop, step and a
jump from the terminus of the Victoria Park
tramway line, one can enter the Swan elec-
torate. Yet that constituency requires to
have a thousand electors less than the Hal-
goorlie electorate-

Mr. Heron: Which is 400 miles away from
the city.

Mr. McOAILLUM: That is so.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Perhaps the member for

Claremont will explain that phase when he
speaks.

Mr. McCALLIJM: Is that equity or jus-
tice? The Swan electorate adjoins the South
Fremantle electorate at one end. In my
constituency some portions are further away
from the Perth Town Hall than are portions
of the Swan electorate, yet the Swan con-
stituency is classed as a country seat and
South Fremantle as a metropolitan seat.

Mr. Piesse: What is the area of the South
Fremantle constituency.

Mr. MeCALLUM: It covers a greater area
than the Swan electorate.

Member: What is the difference then?
Mr. MeCALLUMI: I presume the differ-

ence is that South Fremnantle is represented
by a Labour member.

Mr. Lathain: But there are different in-
terests in the Fremantle and Swan elector-
ates.

Mr. MeCAILUM: There is as much agri-
cultural produce grown in my electorate a;

there is in the Swan, electorate. I think that
will be found to be correct.

Mr. Lathamn: -I adroit that your electorate
is improving,

Mr. MeCALLUM: The South Fremantle
electorate has a great in'an1- more votes than
the Swan electorate, for it-Lones close to the
port u,,d touches tire more settled areas.

M r. Lathain: It has not more votes!
Mr. 2fcCALLUM: Decidedly it loas. Un-

der the Bill, I will require to have "tore thtan
twice the number.

MAr. 0 'Loghlea: Nearly three times.
Mr. IfcCALLIJM: Can any reason be ad-

vanced why the Swant electorate, which comes
practically to tin- terminus of the Victoria
Park tramway, should have a tliouis:,, Votes
less to secure its parliamentary representa-
tion title a goldields, electorate? What ar-
gument is there to support that position? I
appleail to the member for Claremont (Mr. J.
Thomson) to tell the House, seeing that he is
a metropolitan representative, what argument
was advanced in caucus. to support such a
proposal. Can he tell the people of Western
Australia what reason was advanced to secure
his support for this atrocious proposal? At
thbt present time the Ministerial benches are
emopty, for caucus has decided the matter;
the Premier has gone to sleep and no one
takes the slightest interest in the Bill. The
decision was arrived at behind closed doors,
without the citizens being consulted at all.
Hon. members talk about responsible govern-
ment!I Where aw- those big head lines we
used to see in the "West Australian" and the
leading Press of the State generally when
the Labour Government were in power? When
any decision was arrived at by caucus, an
ou1tcry went up that the decision had been ar-
rived at without the people knowing the
opinions of their representatives. Had the
Labour Government attempted anything in
the nature of the proposals contained in the
Pill, there would have been an outcry from
one end of the State to the other. I am
open to conviction, and I am most anxious to
know what arguments were put forward to
members on the Government side of the House
to secure their support. Why should there
be so much difference bctw-)en the several
electorates? Why has one section of the State
received so much advantage and increased
representation in the control of the affairs
of State, compared with those who are situ-
ated far away from the capital? Is it that
the latter are engaged in another industry or
is it that the electors there are inclined to
vote for a different brand of politicsl The
people of the goldfields usually vote in sup-
port of members of the Opposition, and their
voting strength is to be greatly reduced. In
the electorates on the Eastern goldfields, they
are required to have approximately a thou-
sand more to secure tbeir representation than
is necessary in the agricultural districts. Can
any reason be advanced why such electoratest
w Swan, Bunibury, and Albany should be
more favourably treated than the goldields
areas, seeing that the means of coinmunica-
lion and distance fromn the city are just as
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great in the ease of the goldfields censtituen-
cles? Are Northamn, Albany, and Buabury any
more scattered than Boulder or Browubilli
What is the reason that the former elector-
ates have been given such favourable consid-
eration I Have those districts done more to-
wards building uip the prosperity of Western
Australia? Has any one of those districts
done as much as the Eastern goldfields dis-
tricts towards lifting the State out of the
rutY If it lied not been for the gold dis-
coveries, we would still be living as in the
good old days when there was only a hatndful
of citizens in Western Australia who took in
each other's washing and did very little else.
Because the goldfields made Western Aus-
tralia, this is the treatment meted out to
them!1

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. J. Thomson; But this is nearly the
Labour Party'Is Bill.

Ron. P. Collier: There is no relationship
between the two measures. For goodness
sake do not make a statement like that I

Mr. J1. Thomson: I said it was "nearly"
your Bill.

Hon. P. Cornier: Not 25 per cent. of iti
Mr, MeCALLUM:- Is that the sort of stuff

they gave Government members in caucus I
Is that what Ministers caught them with?

Mr. J. Thomson: I do not attend caucus.
Mr. MeCALLUM: If that was the sort of

statement made in caucus, I can understand
the attitude of Government members. I do
not think, however, that they should be bound
by any decision arrived at in ignorance. If
it was aid that this was the Labour Party's
Bill, that statement was -not correct.

Mr. J. Thomson: But it was nearly your
Bill.

Ron. P. Collier: Don't make that state-
ment!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Claremont will have an opportunity to
speak later on.

Mr. MeCALLUM: In the Bill of 1913 it
was provided that the North West, which had
four seats, should have three.

Roea. P. Collier: The title of this ]Bill is
the same as ours and that is all.

Mr. McCALLUI: Our Bill reduced the
representation of the North-West by one
member, and it set out that the rest of the
State should be divided into 47 seat. Tbe
Commissioners were to have a margin of one-
fifth either way in dividing up the rest of
the State. There was to be no division be-
tween the outer and inner goldfields areas
nor yet between the agricultural and metro-
politan area. The commissioners were in-
structed to take into consideration distance
from the seat of government, community of
interest and the divergent interests to be re-
presented. The present Bill departs from
those proposals. It distinctly directs the com-
missioners that there must be three groups
and leaves no choice to the commissioners.
The 'Bill provides for groups comprising the
outer and inner goldfields and the agricul-

tural and metropolitan areas. The Bill fixes
those areas and leaves it to the commissioners
to divide them up. A percentage is provided
as between the different areas, and is laid
down definitely. In some eases the dif-
ference in the percentage is 3 to 1.
Where is it that this Bill compares with
that introduced by the Labour Govern-
mentl There is no comparison. The
Bill does not advocate the principles laid
down in the Labour Party's measure ad
it does not approach the ideals of that meas-
ure. Under the Bill 4,000 electors in the
North-West will elect four representatives to
this House and three to the Legislative Coun-
cil. The great bulk of those electing the
three members of the Upper Chamber reside
itt the metropolitan area and not in the North-
West at all. Is that responsible Govern-
nientl Is that carrying out the proposal that
Parliament shall be elected by the people and
that the Government of the country shall be
a reflex of the opinion of the people as a
whole? On the contrary, it is merely saying
that Parliament is to be the reflex of the
opinion of certain vested interests. The
North-West provinces are controlled from the
metropolitan area and not from the North-
West. When it is stated that we must give
people in the remote parts of the State greater
representation because of that fact-

'Mr. Sohnston: That is a very Important
matter.

Mfr. 'MeCALLUM: Why should it not apply
to people living at a distance from the city,
no matter what industry they may be en-
gaged in? The man living at Lake Way, at
Leonora, in the Upper Murchison or North
Coolgardie goldields, is to have less repre-
sentation than the man living at Kalamanda,
Gosnells or Bunury.

Mr. Johnston: Not at Lake Way.
Mr.-ZCALLUM: That is correct The

HM] living there would be in the outer gold-
fields, but the man living in the Eiastern
gold fields hnq a voting value of about half
that possessed by a man residing at Gosaells.
The whole scheme is devised to deprive the
people of this State from having their
opinions fully expressed in this Chamber. It
is a Bill deliberately conceived to deprive the
people of the power to control Parliament,
and it hands over that control to one indus-
try, the representatives of which are to form
the Government. It is worse than any 'sys-
tem of plural voting in force, that I am
aware of. 'I do not know of any other part
of the world where one man'Is vote has eight
or nine times the value of that possessed by
a voter in another part. There are certaigo
parts of the State where the value of aL vote
Is as much as 10 times that of the value of
votes cast by people residing in other parts.
If this is not more pernicious that even plural
voting, I fail to grasp the underlying prin-
ciples of the Bill. I support the view of the
member for North-Bust Premantle (Hon. W.
C. Angwin). If the great bulk of the people
of the State find they are unable to make their
appeals heard in this Parliament, that their
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represenitation is to be watered in this fly,
there is only one alternative for them: The
Commonwealth Parliament, with aUl its faults,
i.4 a democratic institution, and the people
can go there and make their opinions felt,
for they have there equality of voting. I fail
to understand why the electoral principle of
the Federal House is not acceptable in respect
of this House. I have never heard the claim
that either Fremantle or Perth has been more
appreciably represented in the Commonwealth
Parliament than have the blectorates of Swan,
Ibampier or Kaigoorlie, although they have
just about the same number of voters. The
Commonwealth law lays it down that the
comnmisfioners have a range of one-fifth either
way, and are to take into consideration comn-
nmunity of interests. The commissioners have
followed those lines as far as possible.

Mr. Johnston: That is why we have a high
tariff-the influence of the cities.

Mr. McCALLUM:- Why all the outcry about
the high tariffI No party who appealed to
the people of Australia on a free trade issue
would ever see political life. The people of
Australia will not tolerate free trade. Where
are all the old tinie free traders? William
Morris Hughes stumped the country in fav-
our of free trade. He was George Reid's
man Friday when Reid was the leader of the
free trade movement.

Hon. P. Collier: The Country Party went
to their electors in December on free trade,
and came hack with f4 members out of 75.

Mr. MeCAILLUM:. The people will not have
free trnde. Quite right, too. It is time we
began to -do our own thinking instead of
being led by such men as Hughes and Reid.
No inan in Oommonwealth politics would dare
to advocate free trade to-day. All the old
free trade leaders have gone out of polities
or, deserting their principle;, have become
protectionist leaders. In the early Federal
campaigns Senator Pearce preached free
trade; now he is a member of the Govern-
ment who imposed almost a prohibitive tariff.
All have now deserted the low tariff theory.
Because the Commonwealth Parliament is now
composed of men representing the manhood
of the country, instead of any particular in-
terest;, is why we have a high tariff. Under
the Commonwealth Constitution, Kalgoorlie
and Swan are represented in the House of
Riopreseatati-es just as effectively as are
Fremantle and Perth. Nohody has raised a
voice against it.

Mr. Mann: Are you in favour of it
Mr. 'MICALLUM: Yes, to the utmost ex-

treme do I stand for one vote one value.
There is no other foundation on which a Par-
liament can be built. Because a man is in
a certain industry or lives in a certain local-
ity, is he any better fitted to elect members of
Parliament than is anybody else?

Mr. Mann: Then you would have only one
member for the North-West.

Mr. McOALLIJM: I would have Parlia-
ment elected on proportional representation,
with the electorates grouped. Then, instead

of parochial members representing little local
interests, roads and bridges, they would be
free from those narrow influences and able to
use their better judgment, The only founda-
tion for any Parliament is to have there a
true reflex of the people's views.

Mr. Latham-: The theory might be all right
if the people would east their votes intelli-
gently.

Mr. McCALLTJM: That is not a great
compliment to the electors of York.

Mr. Latham: Take the result of the last
local option poll. Was that a reflex of the
people's opinion?

Mr. Me-CALLUM: I do not think it was.
Mr. Latham: It was achieved on the one

man one vote principle.
Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, but it was a very

small voIfe. I am not so much concerned
about local option as about the constitution of
Parliament.

Mr. Lathamn: There was only a small vote
at the Federal election.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am not quarrel-
ling about the result of any election.
The people's view must prevail. If the people
are so apathetic about their Parliament that
they will not go to the poll, it rests with them;
but when we have a Bill to deprive the people
of the power of forming their Parliament,
when we say, " IWe will hand it over to a
select few and allow them to control Parlia-
ment, while the representation of others in
Parliament will be small and ineffective so
that they shall not have a voice in the gov-
erning of the country," it is a direct attack
on the principle of government of the country
by the people of the country. Once public
opinion understands what is behind the Bill,
that it means worse gerrymandering than did
the notorious Wilson Bill, the people will be
up in arms. The Wilson Bill manipulated
areas, whereas this one arrives at the same
result in a different way by tampering with
vote values, by saying, ''Because you live
on the Eastern Goldfields and are likely to
vote Labour, you shall have 1,000 more elec-
tors in each electorate than will those of Nor-
tha'n, Bunbury, Albany and Swan, all of
which are likely to vote for our brand of
polities.'' That is a worse method of gerry-
mandering than was that brought down by
the late Hon. Frank Wilson. On that occasion
the map was before hion. members to show
exactly what had heen done, whereas the
methods employed in this Dill axe more sub-
tle, although just as pernicious. Can the Pre-
mier give any reason why the representation
of Fremuantle should be reduced Onte-half as
against that of 1903.

The Premier: The position is quite safe.
Mr. 'McCALLUM:. Can the Premier give

any reason why South Freman tie should have
twice as many electors as SwanI Is there any
reason why South Fremantle should be called
a metropolitan electorate, while Swan is classi-
fied as a country electorate? Why should the
pioneers of Swan have superior representa-
tion to that of the pioneers of outback dis-
trirts I Why should the electorate of the Pre-
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mice be specially favoured as against that of
the Leader of the Opposition? Is there any
reason why Northamn should have 11000 fewer
electors than Boulder?

The Premier: Northam will not have 1,000
fewer than Boulder.

Mr. MeCALLUTM: But it will. Why that
favour?

The Premier: There is no favour.
Mr. NMeCALLUM: But it is clearly shown

in your own figures.
The Premier: It is not so; there is not a

difference of 1,000.
Mr. McCALLTIM: Well, it is over 800. If

there be any logic in the Premier's argument
that city electorates should have a larger
quota than agricultural electorates, Boulder
should have more consideration. than is shown
to Northam. Why should the Eastern Gold-
fields electorates be handicapped as against
Nnrthan$

The Premier: They are not.
Mr. MoCAiULIM: But the Bill shows that

they are. Surely these men have done as much
for the State as has anyone else. They have
suffered more and certainly, alter working
eight hours out of every 24 in the bowels of
the earth, their prospects are less than those
in possession of prosperous farms. AUl they
have to look forward to is being killed by a
fall of earth or to end their dlays in the sans.-
torium. After all they have done to rear
families in that hot dry climate, their voice
in this Parliament is not to be so effective
as that of people more favourably situated
in the milder climatic conditions of Northam,
or the highly favourable climatic conditions
of Albany and Bunbitry.

The Premier: You are making a mistake.
Mr. McCAkL~tfld Those are the figures

the Premier gave-
The Premier: I did not say that.
Mr. %tcCALLU-A: If it is because a man

goes out and toils and develops the resources
of the State that he is to receive special con-
sideration, surely the men on the goldfields
are entitled to equal, if not mnore considers.-
tiom than those engaged in any other indus-
try, hecause they have less to look forward
to.

The Premier: They get far more than those
in the agricultural areas.

Mr. McCALLUM: Only those in the outer
mining areas. At present I am referring to
those in the goldfields central area, and corn-
paring the district represented by the Pre-
mier with the district represented by the
Leader of the Opposition.

The 'Premier: You are wrong.
Mr. Muasie: My electorate covers a much

bigger area than does Northam.
The Premier: Then we shall reduce the

area.
Mr. MeCALLUM: But the Premier wishes

to reduce the representation.
The Premier: 'No, I do not.
Mr. MeGALLUM: The Premier wishes to

give "Northam much more favourable consid-
eration than Boulder or Kalgoorlie.

The Premier: I do not.
11r. MeG ALLUM:- When there has arisen,

outside this Parliament, a question of laying
down a policy for a very powerful section of
the community and a conflict of opinion has
occurred, I have always advocated eonstitu-
tioual reform, and that the people should look
for redress of their grievances to the ParUi-
meat of the country. Am I new to accept
this Bill whereby the great hulk of the indus-
trial workers will be deprived of equitable
representation, because other people own cer-
tain broad acres and are to have a vote
equal in value to three or four times theirs?
How can I face those men and urge them to
look to the Parliament for redress when they
can point to a measure that for all time will
deprive them of a controlling influence, no
matter what their numbers might be?

The Premier: That is nonsense.
Mr. MeCAILLUM: Then wbat other object

is behind the Bill? If it is not to prevent
a majority of the people of this State from
having a majority of the representation in
this House, what is the object?

The Premier- To give fair representation.
Mr. MeCALLTJM: I was going to raise the

point that this Bill is out of order, When the
Premier moved f or permission to introduce it,
hie asked for permission. to introduce a Bill
to give more effective representation to the
people in Parliament, whereas this Bill is to
deprive the people of effective representation
in Parliament. Why does the Premier lay
down that one man's rote shall have a value
six ar eight times that of another man's vote I

The Premier: W~e do not.
Mr. McCALLUM: The Bill says so.
Mr. Hughes: It all depends whom the LflIL

votes for.
Mr. MeCALLUM: Of course it depends on

his political views. When one has passed
through the fire as I have done and has
urged mnen to look to Parliament for red ress
of their grievances, aml I now to hamistring
Parliament and say no matter what the bulk
of the people desire, they cannot get it
through Parliament hecause the electorates
will be so rigged that their views will not be
able to find forcible expression.

The Prenmier: The mnember for Canning re-
presents twice as many people as you do.

Mr. MeCALLUM1%: Quite so. What is
wrong with that?

The Premier:- The inmber for Canning
could rep resent tme district fairly, even if
there were more ele-tors in it.

'Mr. MeCALLTJM: Then the Premier con-
siders that, no matter hew many electors there
may be in our districts, if we are representing
6,000 or 8,000 electors-

Thec Premier: It is not fair, but thme umem-
her c-old do justice to the increased number
Just as well as a man who represents a smaller
number.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Buit when it comes to a
vote in this House the mian repre~euting 6,000
or 8,000 people has only one vote, whereas the
member holding entirely opposite views and
representing only 500 or 600 people also has
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one vote. Hlow can the former member get
justice for those he represental

Mr. Latham: We are trying to remedy that.
Me. MeCALLUM: Oh, you are!
My. Latham: This side of the House is

trying to remedy it.
Mr. MeCALLLTM: By these meas The

Bill proposes that for all time the vote of
some men in this State shall have a value six
or eight times greater than that of other men.

Mr. Latham: You are exaggerating.
Mr. MeCAILLUM: What about in the North-

West, and those in the city?
Mr. 0 'Loghien: Take Pilbara and Can-

sting.
Mr. Johnston: We all recognise the special

circumstances of the North-West, and always
have done so.

Mr. -MeCALLUM: That has been overdone.
There are 550 to 600 electors in some of the
northern districts, and 8,000 electors are to
be required in other distric' ts.

Mr. Latham: Of course the p~rospects for
thle North are very bright!

Mfr. 2deCALLUM: Are -we asked to frame
a Bill on prospectst If this Bill is to be
framed on prospects, wve should give the mist1-
ing community more representation than the
agricultural community.

Mr. Latham: We are giiing them more.
Mr. Me1CALLUM: The Government propose

to give them nine seats as against 22 for the
agricultural community. It shows the hen.
member has not read tbe Bill.

Mr. Latham: I ant making a comparison of
the voting strength.

Air. MeCALLIUM: I an dealing with the
groups.

Mr. Hughes: There will be 500 more elec-
tors in the mining districts than in the agri-
cultural districts.

Mr. McCALLIIM: We are told that' there
are prospects of a mining revival. I have
just spent a few days on the Eastern Gold-
fields, and I find a very optimistic spirit pre-
rails. Everyone seems confident that there is
going to be a substantial revival in the gold
mining history, and certainly everything
eems to point that way. Yet in face of this
and on the eve of a revival, the people are
to have their representation rednced by five
seats. Now the argument is advanced that,
because the agricultural districts have pros-
pees-

Mr. Latham: I never meontioned the agri-
cultural districts. I u-as referring to the
North-West.

'Mr. McCALLUM: The North is getting
four seats for fewer than 4,000 electors.

Mr. 0 'Ioghlen: They have three seats in
the Upper House.

Mr. Latham: The number is 4,257 electors.
Mr. McCALLIJM: The increase occurred in

Angust or September.
Mr. Latham: I am taking the September re-

turns.
Mr. MCCALLUM: - But the increase was

caused by the men at the Wyndham Meat
Works. That was not a permanent increase
in settlement in the North.

Mr. Mann: You do not objeet to thein vot-
ing do you?

£lr. McjALLUMX: 1. know that they were
not permitted to vote, because they had fin-
ished their work at Wyndhamn, and had been
out ot the district for more than a month.

.Nr. Mannl: That is the point.
Mr. £.utey: But they are still countted on

the roll.
Mr. McCA-LLUAI: Las, and that is why

the figureso show an increase. Four seats are
proposed for fewer than 4,000 voters, ant yet
in thle metropolitan area one member will
represent 6,000 electors.

11r. Latham: And they wil be gutting
darned good representation then.

Mr. MlCUALLLJM: They cannot get good
representation until every man and woman
from one end of the :3tate to the other has a
vote of equal value. That is the only basis
on which any Parliament should he con-
stituted. There was a time in history when
one had to be of certain birth and carry a
certalin pedigree before hie was permitted to
have a say in the election of Parliamnt.
Progress wyas wlade and then, if a persion
posi2Cssed certain rights, he wras given cer-
tMin powers in the election of Parliament.
Thea it came to a question of the amount of
wealth possessed, and votes were granted in
accordance with finaneini status. When the
democratic spirit spread and it was shown
that because a manl happened to be born to
woealth and riches, he did not necessarily pos-
sess the brains, knowledge and capacity to
elect the uten to govern the country, and that
mere accident of birth was no index to ca-
pacity, peoplea insisted tnat the only test-
not infallible I admit-but the only possible
test was to give a vote to the manhood and
womanhood of the country. That iso the ac-
cep~ted view of democratic countries through-
out the world. We boasted of that when our
Commonwealth Constitution was published to
the world. We acclaimed it as the most
dlemoc ratic and advanied Constitution givien
to the people of any country. As to its dis-
tribution, there has not been a. complaint
that one portion of the State was represented
better than another. Now we are asked to
drift back to the middle ages, to the period
preceding plural voting. The system pro-
posed under the Bill would he worse tban
plural voting. f would sooner see one man
exercising eight or nine votes than agree to
this pernicious system of permitting certain
industriesi to govern thle country and draw-
ing a ring fence around certain areai and
saying, "'When you live in that group your
representation shaji be so and so, but when
you cease being a miner and take up work
at Dwarda or Narrogin, you shall have cer-
tain improved representation, but if you move
into the metropolitan area your voice will be
further weakened" One develops more
brains immediately one leaves the goldfields
for the agricultural area.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Are the agricultural mem-
bers an indication of that!

'.%r. MeCALLUM: NO: hut I am stating
what the Bill declares. When one leaves
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Northan for time city of Perth, one goes
right back in point of political value. I for
mny part bold that inuers4 who have sacrificed
their lives to the industry are entitled to at
least as much representation as agricul-
turists. However, members opposite are
gagged and tied by cane up. I still hope that
we shall find some members opposite telling
King Monger's junta that they will not be
dictated to any longer. At the caucus meet-
ing passages and door. wsere guarded som that
no eavesdropper mnight apply his ear to the
keyhole.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I believe the nit-tubers for
Leederville and Perth were doorkeepers.

-Mr. McCALLUM: No doubt they were
thoroughly efficient. I trust that even at this%
late stage we cami sueieessf-illy appeal to mem-
bers opposite to let the peomple enjoy some-
thing like equitable representation in Parlia-
ment. I hope this Parliament will not go out
next year with the same odium upon it as
the Parliament which terminated in 1911.
When that Parliament tlismolved, tine people
were convinced that it had done its utmost
to deprive them of their Parliamentary re-
presentation. 'My hope is that we shall be
able to go out to the people and tell them
that, believing the rearrangement of boun-
daries to be necessary, we made it on an
equitable basis, on the guiding principle that
the manhood and the womanhood of the coun-
try must be the factors to determine the
make-up of this Chamber.

Mr- Tee-ale: Wouild you hr satisfied if a
North-West seat were cut cnitl

Mr. MeCALLUM: No.
Mr. Teesdale- But you made that the

chopping block of your argument.
Mr. McCALLItrM: I cited the North-West

because it is an extreme case. If the
North-West is to have four seats,
that is not the only argument, or
the strongest argument, I have against the
Bill. The worst comparFsov would he one be-
tween Northam and Boulder; or between my
district and Sn-an. 'The Premier proclaims
daily that there is no healthier or more pros-
perous life than the life on the land, and yet
be siays by this Bill that people adopting that
ife must receive special consideration as
against those engaging in another industry
which we are toldl is also ercential to Western
Australia. If a man happens to live a quar-
ter of a centuiry to delve into the bowels of
the earth, be cads up either crippled or with
his health niined- Will some member opposite
tell us what happened at the caucus?

M r. Lathamn: You do not tell us what
happens at your caucus meetings.

Mrf. MeCALTMM: It will be time enough
for the hon. member to complain when the
caucus of this side begins to lay down 'rules
for the government of the country and to
bind its members on matters which have not
been placed before the people. At no time iii
a caucus of this party permitted to tie down
members with regard to matters outside the
platform on which they appealed to the peo-
ple. After matters have been discussed at

our caucus meeting, every n has the righi
to coute outside and explain his position.

Mr. Teedale:- You have -your memberi
well lit hand.

M.fr, MeCALiLUM: Members opposite
when sitting on this side of the House, used
to rail for hours agaiast.caueus rule as some
thing pernicious. One of the present Minis
ters when on these benches even suggested
the introduction Of a1 law to forbid eancum
rule. But now we fnd members opposite
meeting at the end of a dark passage, with
guards parading up and down so that ao
st-ranger can approach. Adameigo
that kind proposes to decide how this country
is to be ruled I Members opposite remain
silent with regard to the Dill, leaving three
speeches to be delivered one after the other
by this side of the House. Members opposite
are like dumb, dri-ven cattle, obeying the
whip, having no soul of their own, without
an Opinion of their own, simply doing as the
Governmuent Whip directs them to do0. We
expect no consideration from the Press in
this muatter. Ther-e will he no flaring head-
lunes in the newspapers as to this caucus pro.
posal, no such headlines as, there would have
been hand a. travesty of this description come
from the caucus of this side. The Bill is a
complete travesty of responsible government.
The Bill declares that the people, no matter
n-hat their numbers, shall not have control of
Parliament. It is time the people tunder-
stood the situation. I trust that at all events
those members opposite who represent met-
ropolitan constituencies will not permit the
injustiee proposed by this Bill, but will de-
muand equitable representation for their dis-
tricts. Why should Claremont be required to
ha'-e ,lOO electors as against Northam's
2800 !Was that made plain to boa. mom-
hers opposite in caucus.' How can the mem-
ber for Claremont (MI-. T1. Thomsgon) explain
thnt position to his eleetors? I can see him
on a Sunday morning at the yacht club tell-
iZ his -onstitcnts that 6,000 of them are
equivalent to 2,800 of the Premier's electors.
He will have to explain to them that the peo-
ph- of Northam are of such broad intellect
and profound knott ledge that it takes 6,000
Claremont re~sidents to equal 2,800 -Northamn
residents. Th, lion. memlber's electors will
take it as a deliberate insult, and as a reftee-
tin on their intelligence. I should be glad
to visit the yacht club on time Sunday morn-
ing whenm the boa, members gives his ex-
plarntion. Then I may learn something of
time dloings at that notorious caucus meeting.
If tine hon. member will let moe know on what
Sundlay morning hie proploses to muake his ex-
planation, T will come along. Or perhaps the
bioo. ineotber contemplates niaking another
Cijump Jim C row2'

Thn DEPI'TY" SPEAKER: The member
for Claremnont is not in the Bill.

Mr. MCCALLUM. But his district i.4
in the Bill, Sir, and his electors are
vitally concerned. I do not wish the hon.
member to lose his seat. Let him realise
what is hehind the measure, in ease he should
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be defeated by somecone who aplkeal. to the
electors' sense of fair play, and points out
to theni that they should have equal voting-
strength with the electors of 'Northanm and
B~unbur;-. Again, it tty he pointed out to
the electors of Claremont that there is no
reaison wihy 21., of their votes should he re-
quired to balance one, rote at Kniamuada.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not so.
Mr. MeCALhLUM : That is the position

under the Bill.
.%r. J. Thomson: Do you believe in one

muan one vote?
Mr. -McCALTLtM: "Most Iccidedly.
Mr. .1. Thonmon: So do 1. Do Y-ou be-

lieve. in wiping out this Parlianientt
Mr. 'MeC:ALLUM: N.o; but if this is the

kind of law this ]Parliament w-ill rote, then
I ant in favour of wiping it out.

Mr. Latham: You will hare a metropolitan
Parliament theni-very nice!

Mr. MeCALLtIM: No Parliament elected
under this 'Bill could be a Parliament of the
p)eople.

Mr. Johnston:- It would be more like that
than is the present Parliament,

Mr. MeCALLUMI: No, because the Bill is
not removinig the defects of the present Par-
liament,

The Colonial Secretary:. Yes it is.
Mr. MeCALLUX: In what way?
The Colonial Secretary:- It will give fairer

representation.
Mr. 3le-CAljI': The Bill deliberately de-

prives the people of representation, and hands
it over to a select feow, to one industry, to
particulEar vested interests, while it gags
democracy, and says to the industrial workers,
" CWe are going to give three or four or even
tive or six of your votes as against one of
our. " The whole effect of the Bill will be
to undermine respect for this Parliament and
to dispel the idea of this Parliament being
made a channel through which the democratic
spirit of the community can be given effect
to. I am not going to agree to any Bill
which will debar the people of Fremantle of
their fair share of representation here. They
are to be reduced 50 per cent, as against
their representation of 1903, althongh their
number is virtually the same now am it was
then. I urge those with any sensc of fair
play and justice to consider the position of
the mna on the Golden Mile. Why should
they be treated as the Bill proposes? Why
should the rote on the goldfields be of less
value than the vote in the agricultural areas?
The geld mining industry has done wonders
for Western Australia, and now this is the
treatment to be mated out to the men in that
industry! You once asked us, as leadens of
those amen, to go back to them and appeal to
them to seek by constitutional means the re-
dress of their grievance, to look to Parlia-
ment, and to disregard any method they them.
selves might devise; and, we having done all
that, you now sting in their teeth A Bill like
this, and say, "This is how we propose to
censtitute Parliament, and hamstring certain
elector- After having persuaded you to come

to Parliament for redress of your grievances
and for the expression of your views, this
is what we propose to do with your repre-
sentaionm in Parliament.'' It is a most out-
rageous proposal, cutting at the foundation of
mesponsible Government. It gets us back to
she times which gave rise to the democratic
spirit. [ hope that even now we may be able
to get, at all events those representing
thickly populated entre, to vote against the
mneasure, or at least to demand from the
(Governmnent some modifi ration, some amend-
mieat, so that the new Parliament may be
a duvally the reflex of the people's views. T
hope the second reading will not be carried.
Even if it means our sitting here till the
tinme comes for the beginning of the next
session, we on this side wilt devote ourselves
to an endeavour to amend the Bill in keep-
ing with the spirit of the times, and make it
something like a democratic measure.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

M r. JOHNSTON (Willianis-Narrogin)
[4.52): 1 obj~ect to the comparisons made be-
tireen this Bill and the Bill passed in 1911,
which caused so much comnment at that time.
There is no comparison between the two
measures. On that occasion survey parties
were sent dut to survey the boundaries of Ocr-
tain electorates, excluding those electors an-
tagonistic, to the sitting member, A measure
was brought down to suit the Government of
the day and their supporters, which by its
very unfairness had an entirely different
effect. Nothing arouses party feeling more
than a B~ill for an amendment of electoral
boundaries, but on this occasion the Bill has
the merit that the boundaries are to be drawn
uap by an independent commission with a
judge of the Supreme Court a chairman.

Mr. Chesson: With their hands tied behind
their backs!

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Surveyor General
ad the Chef Electorkli Officer are to be the
other members of the commission. I1 am
pleased to see that the Government have
learned the lesson of 1911, and have adopted
it, this mneasure the very proposal that was
first brought along by the Braddan Govern-
meat in) 1913, namely, for the aetnal fixing
of the boundaries to be performed by an in-
dependent board with a judge as chairman.
It is true the Government are going to
lay don certain lines of policy upon which
that independent commission shall. operate,
hut even then the lines of policy have to be
approved by the present Parliament.

Mr. C'hessn: What is to be the power of
thme commission! There is only the fixing of
the boundaries.

Mr. JFOHXSTO'N: It is the most important
part of it. I approach the matter with an
absolutely open mind, not having attended the
meeting referred to.

'Mr. Wilon: Do you believe in quotasY
Mr. JOHNSTON: I will deal with' that

presently. First I wish to point out an-
omalies existing between the numbers of else-
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tore in the various electorates. Surely,
when we look at these figures, everybody
will admit the necessity for some immediate
and drastic alteration, some fairer method of
representation. That is what the Bill is for.
We may be able to improve it, but I tell those
opposite that in my opiuion the Bill as printed
is much fairer then is the existing position.
To-day there are in the Menzies electorate
542 elec-tors; in Leonora, 784; in Mt. 3Mar-
garet, 729; in Cue, 748; and in Tilgarn 1,073.

Mr. Chesson., No provision is made to get
outback electors on the roil.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Even if that is so, I am
surprised that members representing such con-
stituencies do not do as I do, namely, send
out claims to local authorities, and ask them
to see that the rolls are brought up to date.

Mr. Chiesson: Mfany of my electors are 300
or 400 miles out.

Mr-. ,JOHNSTON: At any rate, the total of
those five goldfields electorates is only 3,876
electors. Just fancy those 3,870 electors hav-
ing five members to represent them in this
House, whilo Williams-Narrogin, with 3,7Z55
electors, has hut one member! In ether words,
the men who arc opening up the country in
kay electorate have only one-fifth of the re-
presentation of those who are rendering a
similar-for the sake of argument, let me say
even greater-service to Western Australiar in
opening up goldfields districts. The dispropnor-
tion is altogether too great.

Mr, Lamnbert:, If your electorate had tbo
same representation, you would have only 500
constituents.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Coming to the metro-
politan naren, wea find that Canning, with one
member, has 10,354 electors. We ace there
the absolute necessity for the Government to
bring in this measure providing for a redis-
tribution of seats on a fair and equitable
basis. In regard to the North-West seats,
for a good inny years past that portion of
the State has had four members. tn my opinion
that is quite- right. Having a slight know-
ledgt. of thle North-West--

'.%r. ('hesson: A very slight knowledge.
Mr. JOHINSTON; I admit that, gained on

the occasion of one visit as far North as
Wyndhanm. Having that knowledge, however,
of an isolated. portiona of Western Australia,
I consider it should at least have its present
representation, and I shall not be a partv
to reducing it. Let us look at the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill which was brought down
by the Labour Government in 1913, and
which 1 think was in some respects a very fair
measure, although it did not give that extra
representation to those who were producing
most of the country'Is wealth, that is afforded
by the measure now before us. In that year
the member for Pilhara (Mr. Underwood)
moved an amendment in Committee to pro-
vide for three members for that part of the
State north of the tropics. That part of the
State was not entitled to three members on a
populeloni basin The amendment was carried
on a division. The Oppositon disagreed with
the proposal as they degired to retain four

members. But the question of three members
for that was carried to a division.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Only three were pro-
vided for in the original Bill.

'Ar. JOHNSTON:- Yes. Mr. M1ale and
others who opposed the amendment said it
was their desire that there should be four.
I find on looking at the division which was
taken, that I voted for it and that amongst
others who also voted for it were Mr. Collier,
Mr. Chesson, Mr. Ang-win, and Mlr. 0 'Loghen.
I commend thenm for having done so. The
action was quite consistent with their prin-
ciples. Once you admit the principle of ex-
tra representtation for a small number of
people in an isolated portion of Western Aus-
tralia, you must admit, too, the seane prin-
ciple being applied, to a lesser extent, to other
outback parts of the State. At any rate that
prianciple was admitted by the hon. members
opposite whom I have named.

'Mr. Chesson: That was a good while ago.
Mr. JOHNSTON: We admitted the principle

then which I wish to see applied with varia-
tions8 throughout the whole of the outlying
portions of the State--three, members for the
area north of the tropics. The principal of
extra representation for the North-West was
properly amitted by this House. I wish to.
see the samte principle applied throughout
Western Australia having regard to the dis-
tance of any locality from the capital city. I
am of opinion that under this measure Perth
will get three extra seats, -when the rolls are
brought up to date. I believe the rolls of
the metropolitan area are in a bad state at
the present time. To my mind the growing
increase of the population in the
metropolitan area is a regrettable posi-
tion of affairs, and by this Bill we
are not going to carry out the ambition
of members of this House to cheek the drift
of population to the city. The metropolitan
area has always been well looked after. So
many members necessarily have to spend a
lot of time here; the great Press of Western
Australia cirenlates. from the metropolitan
area and moulds opinion-perhaps to an tin.
fortunate extent-right throughout the State.
The metropolitan area has the advantage of
getting its -views published throughout the
State. On the other band, the outside parts of
Western Australia find it very difficult, how-
ever sympathetic the Government in power
may be, to get the same measure of consider-
ation that is always conceded to the muetropoli-
tan arm& On looking at the production of
Western Australia we fiud that 86 per cent of
the wealth of the State is accounted for by
the primary producers.

Mr. Hughes: That is not correct. Whal
about transport? Iso not that part of produc-
tiont

Mr- JOHNSTON; Certainly it is. We find
that the agricultural production lost year was
valned at £6,926,532, the pastoral production
ait £3,885,199, dairy, poultry and bee farm-
ing X1,132,257, forestry and fisheries £1,937,-
153, minig £2,880,169, and manufacturing
which is mainly carried out in the city
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£3 ,698,923. Of this tolil production of £20,-
461,233, J46 per cent, of it is accounted for
by the people in the pastoral, agricultural,
mining, timber and allied industries. Yet the
primnary producers will not have represents-
tion in Parliament adequate to their propor-
tinn of the production.

'-%r. W'Loghlen: Why make a distinction be-
tween the producers and others; are the others
not joeducing?

'.\r. .iOl-NSTON: Not to the sanme ex-
tent.

Mr, (I Loghien: Are there any better
eitiz~ens?

'.%T .OLISTON: Their work is mocre valu-
able to the State. At any rate the luai who
is sitnated in a remote part of Western Aus-
tralia should get additional representation.
We have admitted that with regard to the
North-West. The weak spot in this measure,
as it scnts to me, is the discriminatiou
against the Goldfields Central Area-the
electoralt districts of Boulder, Browahill-
Ivanhoe, Hannans and K(algoorlie. It is
true that Kalgoorlie is a well laid out city,
but so are Northam and Bunibury, and I am
of opinioa that the Government could quite
fairly put the four goldfieids electorates I
have nanied on% the same quota. as the agri-
cultural areas. There is the extra distance
from the capital to the Xalgoorlie goldields,
hut we wvouldl have against that in the agri-
cultural districts the higher amount of pro-
duction per head which the people in those
districts ore carrying out. In Committee I
shall vote to put the central goldfields on the
same quota as the agricultural districts and
as one who has always believed in the pri n-
ciple that distance from capital is one of the
main factors that should he considered, I
thinki thme Government may well accept that
small amendmitent. I ant of the opinion that
outback plsces sholuld have More representa-
tion than the city.

Mr. Lamubert: What about the outer gold-
fields!

Mr. JOHNSTON:- The position -of the
outer goldfields has been recognised in the
Bill; the quota is only two-thirds of the
quota in the agricultural areas, and that in
spite of the fact that manny of the people in
the agricultural areas are living under the
sanle arduous conditions Wrhich unfortunately
prevail in the outer mining areas. I intend
to vote for the second reading of the Bill
entirely onl its merits. As I said before, I
was not present at anly meeting of caucus
or party with regard to the measure. I am
glad that the distance front the city, which 1
look upoa as an important factor, is recog-
nised in the measure.

Hon. W. C, Angwia: It is not.
Mr. JOHNSTON: It is, and it can he Wi~-

ther recognied as far as Kalgoorlie and the
central mining areas are concerned. I wish
to see that brought about and I shall vote
for it in Committee, but after all is said nd
done, Parliament next sessioa will have the
opportunity of considering the result of the
Comamissionf's. report. This is only a macbin-

cry measure. The result we shall get from,
it, witit the amendment I have suggested,
should be ai great improvement on existing
conditions. Regarding the Commission, we
know that there will be nothing to complain
of in so far as the personnel is concerned.
The membeljrs of the Commission wilt do their
dutty on thfe iriutiiples laid dowvn in the Bill,
amnd when the redistribution measure comes
b~efore uts ivc will probably get a better ap-
pr~eciation of it When We See the Complete
work of thme Comumission. I reserve to myself
a fCrec ba.nd when dealing with that measure
next session. Tn the meantime I am glad
that the Bill before us has come along. It
will he a considerable improvement, and
n here 'ecessary and equitable, we must
amend it in Coundttee, so as to ensure bet-
ter representation being given to the people
ol2 the State.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I move-

That the debate be adljourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes -. .. .. 1
Noes -. .- .- 22

Majority against .. 5

M r. Angwln
Mr. Chemson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Gorhor
Mdr. Cunningham
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey

Mr. Angelo
Dir. Carter
Mr. Davies
Mr. Dnrck
M r. George
Mr. Hfarrtson
Mr. ikinoit.
Mr. Johnston
Mr. LstbsmL
Mr. H. K.- Maley
Mr. Mann
Silr James Mitchell

Nose

Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mcallun
Mr. idunste
Mr. Richardsoin
Mr. Troy
Mr. willcock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Ol-o*ghien

(Teller.)

Mr. Plaes
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scetdau
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

'Motion thus negatived.

M$r. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.20]: 1
t-omgratulate the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. JTohnston) upon his courage
in braving the displeasure of his leader, and
explaining hou it is he is prepared to sup-
port the Bill. R~e must have possessed some
courage, because from what we have heard
this afternoon it appears that definite and
explicit instructions were issued to membe'rs
not to exercise their own discretion, or dto any
thinking for themselves.

The Premier: I do not know what he did.
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Mr. HUGHES: He spoke in support of the
Bill, apparently in conflict with definite in-
structions that he ;was not to do so. No
doubt members will find some difficulty- in
salyintg anything in favour of the Bill. The
title is a misnomer. It should have been
called "The 'Mitchell Government Insurance
Bill,"' a Bill to insure the life of the present
Government, irrespective of whether they have
the support of the community or not. The
member for WVill ianis-Narrogin gave certain
figures, and stated that 86 per cent. of the
production camne from the agricultural areas.

The Premier: No.
Mr. Johnston: The primary industries.
Mr. HUGH ES: Does the hon. member be-

lievo that the only man concerned in the pro-
duction of the State is the fanner, the prim-
ary producer? Is not the transport worker
who controls the railways, the railway man
who delivers to the farmer his requisites and
carts his produce back to the city, entitled to
a place in the scheme of affairs? Does lbe
not make production possihle? Is he not a
part of the mnachinery of lproductioa?

The Premier: Of course he is. No one
said otherwise.

Mr. HUGHES: Is it not of importance
to the farmer that he should get his agricul-
tural machinery? Is not the agricultural
machinery worker at the State Implement
Works an important link in production I

Mr. Harrison: A great many of the em-
ployees live out in the country districts.

Mr. HUGES: Not at all.
Mr. Harrison: 'A number of them live in.

my electorate-
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member does not

consider that the man who manufactures
agricultural machinery is a unit in produc-
tion. Apparently he thinks that production
lies only with the St. George's-terrace farmer.

Mr. Harrison: You spoke about transport
workers.

Mr. HUGHES: I am referring to the man
who owns the farm and employs labour to
cultivate it. Hle is refcrr~d to ad'the primary
producer. What about the vast army of
industrial workers?

Mr. Harrison: Those industrial workers
are many of them in the back country.

Mr. HUGHES: What nonsense! How
many of the industrial workers live outside
the metropolitan area?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: How many of the em-

ployees at the Midland works live outside the
metropolitan aresI

Mr. .Tohnetoii: Hundreds of them emoployed
on railway transport live in the country.

Mr. HrUGHES: There are not many
hundreds who jive outside the meropblitan
ares. The hon. member must know that the
great bulk of these reside between Midland
JunctionI and Fremsantle.

Mr. Underwood: Rubblsb 1
Mr. HUGHES: Moat of the employees of

the Midland Junction workshops live between
there and Fremantle.

Mr. Johnston: We know where they live.
Mr. HUGHES: Why does the bon. mesa

her say they live outside the inetropoli tam
area#f

Mr, Johnston: I said that many do.
'Mr. Underwood: Of course they do. Soni

live at Collie.
Mr. WtYOrIES: How many of tbe 1,t5OO 0

so men engaged at the Midland Sunctiol
workshops live at Collie? They all live be
tween Perth and Midland Junction. Thi
largest branches of the railway unions ano
in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Chesson! Do the men who handle you'
goods for export live in the country?

Mr. Underwood: Some railway omen livi
in M arble Bar.

The Premier; And somne at Fort Hedlund.
Mr. HUGHES: The great hulk of in

dustrial workers, who are just as importan
in the matter of production ad play just ai
big a part as the St. George 's- terrace farmer
are concerned in the production of the 86 pe
cent. referred to, but are not included in th4
bon. member 's figures.

The Minister far Mines: They are included
The St. George 's-terrace former would corn.
under the higher quota in the metropolitm
area, and the ethers would come uadber th
lower quota.

Capt. Carter: And it would favour yoi
both ways.

Mr. HUGHES: The member -for Williamus
Narrogin stated that 86 per cent. of th
production came from the primary produei
and gave fhat as a reason why there shoufi
be additional representation for agricultura
areas. lie also said that was why the vat,
of the man outside the metropolitan are'
should be equal to the votes of six mei
living inside 11. One man in Wyndham is t
be equal to six voters in Perth, and one F
the agricultural area equal to two voters ki
Perth. The zhan who sews the crop is to h,
equal to two who work in the implenien
works, although both are essential to preduc
tion. It is a lame argument to say that &
per cent, of the production conies from th
primary producers living outside the metre
politan area. If we cannot get agriculture
implements manufactured in Perth and else
where in the metropolitan area, there can b
no agricultural progress. What is the use o,
making a statement like that of the hot
member? If it were possible to assess whic
part of the production actually belonged t
the primary producer, and which belonge
to the industrial worker of the metropolitai
area who is engaged in manufacturing variou
farming requisites and transporting them,
would be found that at least two-fhfria o
the latter were resident witbin the metre
politan area.

Mr. Johinston: I do not think so.
Mr. HUGHES: We cannot, however, g

into the figures. We have heard a lot abon
city influene and about the rdpresentatioi
of the city. There are 84,000 electors ii
Perth, nearly half the population of th
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State, and yet not one representative of
those electors finds a place in Cabinet. The
Government are dominated entirely by the
agricultural districts. The city has never
been antagonistic to the agricultural areas,

Mr. Underwood: Why do you not get
someone to adopt you, as we have?

Mr. HUGHES: If the Government have
adopted the hon. member they have my
sympathy.

The 'Minister for Mines: They must have
got him at night time.

Mr. HUGHES: I suppose he was left on
the door step when members of the Govei-n-
meat were asleep. The city cannot get any-
one to adopt him in the way the North-West
has. That part of the State has in turn
been adopted by the Government. The city
has no members like the member for Pilbara,
and consequently he is not likely to be
adopted by it. Owing to the unsympathetic
administration of the city no money can he
found for nay works in Perth or suburbs.
It must nil be spent in the agricultural areas,
notwithstadiiig that the bulk of the taxes
are paid from the metropolitan area.. When
it comes to tavation there is no differentiation
between the city worker and the agricultural
worker. All are placed on the same footing.
'When it comes to a questi'ia of taxation, we
dip not have the man in the agricultural areas
paying tvice the rate that is asked of the
man in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We pay more in the
city because we have to pay land tax as well.

Mr. HUGHES: That is so. We are not
relieved of half our taxation because we
represent city workers. When it conies to a
question of the franchise, however, we are
asiked to make two men in the city worth one
man in the country areas.

'Mr. Cunningham: In some cases it is six to
one.

Mr, HUGHES: The result of this is that
the metropolitan area can get nothing. It is
astonishing to qee the metropolitan members,
with two exceptions, apart from members of
the Labour Party, who are prepared to sit
down and allow a Bill to be passed that wfll
reader it impossible for ever and a day for
the metropolitan area to get adequate repre-
sentation or saktisfaction from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. JTolnston: All laws are amended froin
time to time.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and if only one can
get the necessary majority, one can amend
laws at any time. That is the real object
of the Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Country Party
are running the Government now, so'lwhst dif-
ference does it make?

Mr. HUGHES: But they want to make
their position more secure, because at the'-
next election the present Government will be
turned out of office. Anyone studying public
opinion can see that that will happen. For
that reason, they wish to gerrymander the
electorates so that the Government can carry
on representing 65,000 electors and legislate

in opposition to the wishes of 100,000 elec-
tors. With a minority of 35,000 electors, the
Government wish to go ahead. It is because
members see the writing on the wall that they
wish to stave off the evil day. A member
representing 246 electors is prepared to vote
to reduce representation of the metropolitan
area. It is an audacious proposal.

Mr. Teesane: To what electorate are you
referring?

Mr. HUGHES: The Roebourne electorate:
it is evident that the cap fits.

Mr. Teesdale: Then it is a pity you have
not brains to fit that head of -yours. The elec-
tors total 568.

'Mr. HUGHES: I ani quoting from an
official document issued by the Electoral De-
partment on the 12th March, 1921. In tho
electoral district of Itoebouruc, which I un-
derstand has the pleasure of being repre-
sented by the hion. member, I find that Peter
Daley secured 47 votes.

Mr. Teesdale: Leave Danley out of it. He
is Very sorry.

Mr. HUGHES: I believe there are many
more. Thea Sohn Reed received 36 votes,
and Frederick William Teesdale 246 votes.

Mr. Teesdale: floes that mean that the
constituency has 246 electors?

Mr. HUGHES: The lhon, member repre-
sents 246 electoral

Mr. Teesdale: And they nil vote straight,
too.

Mr. HUGHES: That lbon, member now
conies to Parliament and supports a measure
that means that 0,000 electors in this city
n-ill only be equal, from the standpoin~t of the
franchise, to a much smaller number in the
North-West.

Mr. Teesdale: Do not ay that that num-
her represents the total number of electors in
the constituency.

-Mr. -HUGHES: The fact remains that the
lion, member represents 246 electors.

'Mr. Teesdale: T got a better percentage
than you did. You only got 26 per cent.

:&. HUGHES: I represent 2,000 electors,
which is 10 times more than the hon. mem-
ber's total, yet he is prepared to reduce the,
active voting strength of those 2,000 down
to that of about 300. I will be pleased if the
macmber for B~oebourne has plucked up suffi-
cient courage to oppose the BIll. IU be does
so, I will congratulate him in common with
the member for Williarns-Narrogin. It would
appear that it does not matter where one
lives, but how one will vote. That is the
underlying principle of the Bill. Because we
have evidence that the agricultural constitu-
encies will return an anti-Labour Govern-
ment, we have a Bill brought down which
Cannot do otherwise than place the Govern-
inent in control for ever and L. day.

lion. W. C. Angwin: There will be no
Governuient soon. The Federal Government
will have the lot of us.

Mr. HUGHES: In the metropolitan area
there are 85,000 electors. A great many of
them are engaged in industrial work. If we
are to give the North-West increased repre-
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sentation because of the posisibilities of de-
velopment, in that part of the State, we
should have two members iik East Perth to
Com1pens~ate for the industrial development
that is taking place there. There is no in-
ication of that, however, yct we have a mew-

her who represents '246 electors prepared to
follow the Government blindly, without giv-
ing his opinions to the Houise.

The Premier: If! you come- over hero, we
will not ask y-ou for your reasons at all.

Mr. HUGHTES: If I wvent across to the
Mlinisterial side of the hiovse, the Premier
would not only not ask me for my views, but
he would forbid ine to give them. That is
what he has done.

The Premier: No, 1. have not.
Mr. HUGHES: That is why the Gjovern-

ment members sit there in silence, although
some of us represent 10 times as many voters
as0 Some of those Who have been elected,

The Premier: Nonsense.
?dr. HUGHES: That is vntat the member

for Roebourne said until I gave him the
figures. As the result of this anti-city ad-
min istration, the metropolitan area has suf-
fered neglect. We cannot get any work done.
in the city. The deficit is being built up uw-
ing to theo taxation we ;ar to pay in an
endeavour to square time railway finances. The
bullk of the railway dleficit is caused because
we are carrying farming requisites at an un-
payable rate. The city dwellers havre to pay for
thi4 losing proposition in order that the far-
mers may make good. The city dwellers have
to do that not only for the struggling far-
mers-no one could object to that-hut also
in the interests of the prosperous farmers as
well. The income tax returns show that the
average income of a farmer is double that of
the waige earner in the city, and yet the city
worker i-, obliged to pay taxation to make up
thme railway deficit in the interests of the agri-
eulturists as a whole.

Mr. A. Thomson; You know that is not cor-
rect.

Mr. HUGHES: It is correct The hon.
member will find that it is so. If he looks
at the report;, he will find that we are carry-
ing requisites for the farmners over our rail-ways at a tremendous loss annually, and those
losses have to be made good.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is nonsense.
Mr. HUGHES: It is not nonsense. The

trouble is that it is not only done in the in-
terestsr of the struggling farmers, but in the
interests of those who are on the high road to
pirosperitv. 'The Premier told us the other
night that there arc nmnny of those who have
bien asxisted through the I.ARB. who have
money in the bank, and whose assets are free.
Notwithstanding that, the city dweller still
has to pay taxation in order to enable far-
mers in that position to carry on.

M-%r. Underwood: Moral, why live in the
city! Why not live in the country?

Mdr. HUGKHES:- It is not possible to get
land when one wants it. I haive one constitut-
oat who has been waiting for three months
to get a block of land.

Mr. TIeesdale: I suppose he wanted to get
someone else's block?

Mr-. HUGHES: This man could not get
land, and yet we hear nutmbers on the Minis-
terial side of the House advising people to go
into the country. The hon. member was not
so mu-ch concerned last week with his desire
to send people out of the city, when lie voted
for a useless industry in the metropolitan
area.

The M-iniister for Agriculture: Whatt useless
industry do you refer to?

Mr. HUGHES: The Perpetual Trustee Comn-
panly.

The SPEAKER: Order! That company is
not under discussion.

Mr. HUGHES: These gross injustices that
are being done to the city are made possible
only because the present Government are do-
minated by members of the Country Party.
It is because of that fact that wre have not
a city member in the Cahinet. The city has
always been sympathetic towards the agricul-
tural areas, no matter what Government held
reins of office, and ev~rything has been done
to improve the lot of the farmer, That is as
it should be, hut we are asked to assist not
only the struggling farmer but the prosporous
farmer as well, and that is not right. We
are asked to do that only because the agri-
cultural representatives hold a dominating
influce over the Government. It is due to
that fact that the present gerrymandering
measure is before bon. members. The meas-
ure provides for 22 agricultural seats.

Mr. Johnston: That includes Collie and
Forrest.

'Mr. HUGHES: And also four seats in the
North-West. With the 22 seats, they will re-
present som~ething like 55,000 or 56,000 elec-
tors. All that has to be done to retain power
is to snatch a couple of seats in some other
part of the State. There are certain hide-
bound constituencies that may be depended
upon to return Tories and then the Govern-
men is secure for ever and a day.

The Minister for 3Th~es: Why not make it
10 years beyond that period, and give us a
echance I

Mm-. HUGHES: If we did that, it would,
give the member for Boebonrne, an oppor-
tunity to get a couple more electors.

The -Minister for Mines: What about Cue
anti YilgaralI

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, run on the Yilgsru
shift for a while. We have had enough of
the North-West.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: It is more difficult too
get to the Vilgarn electorate than it is to get
to Roebourne.

Mr. SPEAK 1R.: Order!
'.%r. HUGHES: In Yilgarn 746 electors cast

their votes as against 329 in Roebourne am
nearly twice as many.

The Minister for Mines: How does that
compare with East Perth?

Mr. HUGHES&' There are over 2,000 in East
Perth.

Mr. Teedale: You got half of those onlj
by accident.
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Mr. 0 'Loghien: The member for Roebourne
is 'an accident politically.

Mr. Teedale: A pretty good one.
Mr. HUGHES: In Yilgara twice as man?

electors vote-d as in Roebourne, and yet the
conditions of life are as arduous in parts of
Tilgarn as in the North.

Mr. Teesdale: If you make a statement like
that, you show you know nothing about it.

Mr. HUGHES: Htas the hon. member ever
been in Tilgarn?

Mr. Teesdale: Yes.
Mfr. HUGHES: 'Roebourne is a land flowing

with milk and honey in comparison.
Mr. Teesdale. If you went there for a

few months, it would take your condition off.
Mr. HUGHES: That would be a service

and not a disadvantage.
The Minister for Agriculature: A very hard

seat to represent.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Very changeable.
Mr. HUGHES: The need for a distribution

of seats is long overdue. When we have 84)-
000 electors who carry on the useful and hard
toil of the State, industrial workers who make
everything else possible, represented by 12
members, and a few wealthy pastoralists III
the North-West able to get four members for
4,000 voters, a portion of the State where the
difficulties arc so great that the industrial
-worker cannot get on the roll, there is no
doubt that a redistribution is urgently needed.

Mr. -I. Thomson: Up till the last general
election the North- was represented by
nearly all Labour members.

iW. HUGHES: That does not alter the
fact. That is the point of view which ap-
reals to members supporting the Govern-
mnent-because it would be of persoual
advantage we are asked to support the
proposition. As the memiber for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. McCallumn) pointed out, becanse
the Premier thought it would be in the
interests of Labour is no reason why we
should support it. What does it matter
whether people vote Labour or anything
else. The object of a redistribution should
he to give proper representation. 'The
Labour Government, in their Bill, proposed
to reduce the number of seats by one,
notwithstanding that the representatives of
the North at that time belonged to their
party.

Mr, Underwood: 'You aire wrong.
Ur. HUGHES: T listened to thle quotation

of the member for Wvilliams-.Tarrogia. (Mr.
Johnston) which showed that the Labour
Government voted for three representatives
in the North-West.

Mr. Johnston: They were quite right in
doing so.

Mr. 'Underwood: You are wrong.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member quoted

from "Hansard."
Hon. W. C, Aingwiii: The "Bill provided for

three.
Mr. Underwood : Three, north of the

tropic.
Hon. W. C. Angwin:, That was amended.

Mrt. HUGHES: The member for William-
Nerrogin quoted "Hansard" and 11 would
be prepared to take the record of "'Han-
sard" rather than the word of the member
for Pilbara.

Mr. Underwood: I am speaking from mem-
err.

,1r, HUGHES: If there is any mistake it
is nlot sany mistake.

Mr. Johnston: -Hansard"' is quite right-
Mfr. Underwood:- It was for three north of

the tropic.
Mr. HUGHES : I shall quote the Bill

which was brought down in 1913. Clause
4 reads-

'For thle IlLirpseS of such division a quota
of electors shall be as follows:-The total
number of electors whose names appear
upon tile latest electoral rolls for the
State, excepting the rolls for the electoral
distrh-ts of Kisnberley, Roeboarne, Pil-
barn, and Gascoyne, shall be divided by
47 and the quotient shall1 be the quota of
electors.
Myr. 'uderwood: Read on.
Mr. Johnston:. The member for Pilbara

moved an aweiilmitt that OnsCeyne be
-4trut-k out. That left three.

Mr. HUGHES : -Notwithstanding that
these seats were held by supporters of the
Government and they were going to cut out
oute of their ow-n supporters, they brought
dlown a Bill to reduce the representatiouniof
the North-West to three.

Mr. Underwood: They did not.
Mfr. HUGHES: I van only refer the hon.

muenmber to the Bill. There it is in black
andl white: surely he does not dispute it.

Mr. Johnston: Gnascovne is soutb of the
tropic.

Mrf. HUGHES: When the Labour Govern-
ment were in office and it was considered
equitable to bring about a reduction, they
favoure-d it. The lion, member argues that
wve should adhere to this travesty on repre-
sentative Government by allowing 4,000
people to hare four representative;, while
R4,000) hare only 12.

Mr. Underwood: Your party introduced
tltree and we cut one out.

Mr. HUTGEM39: T believe our systemk of
representation could be greatly improved.
We have only to take the constituencies of
Perth, Northi Perth, Subiaco, and Leeder-
rulle, four eity constituencies which have
9.874 anti-Lahour refers and 7,.518 Labour
voter%. Notwith st and(ing that in these four
'-oustitnenries Labour has 75 supporters
against 97 opponents, we have only one
mnembier in this Chamber and the 9,700 anti-
Labour voters have three representatives.
That shows thalt the House is not repre-
sentative and does not reflect the wishes of
thle people.

The Minister for Mfines: Are you arguing
oue rote one value?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes.
The Minister for Mines: Then what about

rite and Tilgarnl
Mr. HUGHES: It takes three voters in

Yilgsrn to equal one in Roebourne.
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The Minister for V~nes: flow many are
equal to one in East Perth?

Mr. HUGHES: One in Rocbou rue has the
value of 10 in East Perth-ten people who
are doing the useful work of lf in East
Perth.

Mr. Marshall: Could not you detect that
in Roebourne's representative?

The Minister for Mines: Do you say that
making algae is doing useful work?

M1r. HUGHES: If a little more attention
wvere paid to the welfare of the city, and
the city were given bitt a small portion of
the justice Me which it is entitled, we would
not have any, difficulty at all. If we could
only deflect from the country sufficient
money to pay a couple of men to clear up
the foreshore, there would not he -iny diffi-
culty from algae.

,Ar. SPEAKER: The lion. member must
keep to the Bill.

Mr. Underwood: Algae is not in it.
Mr. HUGHES:. The position is worse

when we come to the agricultural area. I
have the figures for Albany, Avon,
Greenough, Hatanning, Northam and Swan,
The only reason I include Swan is because
it is embraced in the agricultural area, We
all know it is not right that it should be so
included. Swan is right at the back door
of Perth. Had it been represented by a
Labour man, it would have been classified
as a metropolitan seat.

The Colonial Secretary: That is nonsense.
It wasi represented by Labour and was an
ag rieultural seat.

Mr. O'Loghlen:, For three years only.
Mr. HUGHES: It would not have been

included had it been representedi by Labour
at present.

The Minister for Mines: What about
Albany?

Mr. HUGHES: I have nothing detrimental
to say about Albany. In the six constituen-
eis mentioned there are 7,008 anti-Labour
voters and there are 4,806 Labour voters.
Notwithstanding that the voting strength of
Labour in these particular constituencies
represents five out of every 12 voters, those
districts are represented by six anti-Labour
members. Therefore close on 75,000 electors
have no representation at all. Those figures
prove conclusively that we hatve nit repre-
sentative Government in Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines : How are you
going to get over that?

Mr. HUGHES- The Minister knows quite
well. If the Government bad desired to
give better representation and make Parlia-
ment the voice of the people, they would
never have brought down such a Bill to
aggravate the existing position where we have
7,000 electors enjoying six representatives and
5,000 elector, in the same districts having no
representation at all. It is a deplorable state
of affairs.

The Minister for Mines: Why take those?
Why not take the goldfields people?

Mr. A. Thomson; Because that would not
suit.

The 'Minister for Mines: I nut Only sug-
gesting it.

Mr. HUGHES: I have heard so much about
the agricultural areas, and I thought it well
to deal with theta.

Mr. Johnston: Take the mnining areas.
Mr. HUGHES: If we had our quota-
The Minister for Mines: What is the posi-

tion in regard to representation. Never
mind the quota.

Mr. HU GHES: It would be slightly in
favour of members opposite. If a Bill were
introduced to remedy that position we would
vote for it. We want to make Parliament
tie voice of the people. When Labour mem-
bems represented the North-West the Labour
Government Of the day were prepared to
reduce the northern seats by one. No one
will gainsay thtat redistribution now is aieces-
sary. Why not allow the contudasion, in whom
nll members would probably have confidence,
to bring about a redistribution pure and
s'niplo without political interference. The
Federal Parliament laid down a scheme of re-
distribution under wvhichi each vote has the
same value, The commissioners are told in
redistributing and allotting the electoral boun-
daries they must have a regard for certain
fundamentals, such as distance from capital,
transport facilities and community or diver-
sity of interest. Those arc the broad prin-
ciples upon which the commission are author.
ised to draw electoral boundaries. More-
over, the commission are given a working
margin of 20 per cent, above or 20 per cent.
below the quota. We have had no complaints
regarding Western Australian representation
in the Federal House of Representatives, a]-
though eleven-twelfths of the area of this
State is represented id the House of Repre-
sentatives by one member.

The Minister for Mines: Do youL Want to
institute that system in this House?

M r. HUGHTES: I want each man's vote to
be of the same valne, and I do not want
special votes given to broad acres. I enf-
tirely agree that a constituency situated at a
considerable distance from the seat Of gov-
ernment should not be as large as one right
alongsidle. I do not agree tha~t Northam-a
were stone 's throw from Perth--should have
only 2,800 electors whilst Kalgoorlie, 400
miles away from Perth, is to have 3,400 elec-
tors. What about distance from the capital
and facilities of transport in that instance?
Swan, which is very close to Perth, a couple
of hours' walk from Perth, is to have 2,800
electors also, but Kalgoorlie, distance a 16-
hours' railway journey from Perth, must
havec 000 electors more.

The Ilinister for Works:. Why do You Pick
out Swan?

'Mr. HUlJGHES: Because it the most glar-
ing case. The Minister knows that this gerry-
mandering is indulged in so that Swan MY
he made a safe seat.

The Mfinister for Works: Oh no!
Mr. HUGHES: Swan is given its classifi-

cation as an agricultural are to make it a
secure seat. The Minister knows that.
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The 'Minister for Works: That is just what
w&, do not know,

31. UHES.. The Minister has been too
long in the game not to know all about that
sort of thing. Uf I knew as much as the
Mlinister for Works knows, I might be able
to go around my electorate and pick out just
the electors who would vote for me.

The Mlinister for Works: I do' not know
anything of the kind.

'Mr. HU(;1EM: Then the Minister must
be the Government 'a stei-ehilul. Why do not
the Government adlopt the well-founded prini-
ciples of conmmunity of interest, or diversity
of interest, 34 the ease may be, and transport
facilities? Why do not the Government ap-
point three gentlemen free fronm political bias
and say to thenm, ''We want you to bring
about redistribution of seats so as to ensure
equitable representation?' If those gentle-
men. dlid not think a margin of one-fifth suffi-
cient, it could be made 25 per cent. or even
3~3 l'er cent, above or below. And even then
5,000 people in the metropolitan area would
be equal to only 3,000 people in the agricuil-
tural area as regards voting strength. The
Bill appoints three commissioners ostensibly
to bring about a redistribution of seats, bit
in actual fact there is no work for the coin-
missioners to do. They are given no discre-
tion whatever. Theyv are tied hand and foot
by the provisions of the Bill. Alli they can
do is to take an electoral map and a schedule
of earolnikents for the various subdivisions,
mid rule off the boundaries on the map, so
as to adjust the numbers. Why should a
judge of the Supreme Court be called upon
to do such work? It could he done by an
office boy in the Electoral Department, and
done by him in half an hour. I n order to
make out that here we have a bona fide re-
distribution of seats, all the paraphernalia of
genuine redistribution is provided. A Sup-
remne Court judge is to be appointed to rule
a few lines ott the map. Associated with him,
we have the Surveyor Genteral ad the Chief
Electoral Officer. All those three gentlemen
can do, however, is to take a few electors out
of! one constituency aind plate themn in an-
other. In order to give the thing tone, in
order to niake it appearthat there is a genu-
ine effort at redistribution, the time of these
three highly paidl officials is to be wasted.
The member for Canning (Mr. Clylesdale)
has 10,000 electors in his constituency, while
the member for Perth (Mr. Mann) hag about
4,000. Those facts are put forward as an
excuse for rednueing the voting strength of
the Canning electors to one-sixth as tout-
pared with electors in the North-West. Some
of the Canning electors could be shifted to
other electorates, and a redistribution made
in the metropolitan area. If the Government
had decided upon a margin of 25 per cent.
above or below, the metropolitan area wonld
have got 19 seats, or five more than proposed
under the Bill. Even if the Government de-
sired to exempt the North-West from the op-
eration of this Bill and to give that portion
of the State four members, they could have

divided the remainder of the State equitably
and allowed a proper margin to go on. Dur-
ing the Course of the Federal election I did
not hear of one of my friends opposite stump-
ing the country against the Federal redlistri-
btution, which causes eleven-twelfths of the
ar'aL of Weste rn Australia to be represented
by one member. There was not one word of
protest front the anti-Labour forces ngabibt
a schieme of it-distribution which compels the
representative Of Kalgoorlie to represent
Wyndhain also. That was all right, because
it suiited hon. members opposite, and because
the Federal political party which they are
supporting dlid well out of it. There was no
protest whatever frein the Lounttry Party.

Mr, Johnston: It is not ai State mnatter,
and( so we could not do anyting.

Mr. HUGHES. -Nevoretbeless, it was a
matter of great concern to lion. members op-
posite. They were all out electioneering.
The Deputy Leader of the Country Party has
had to toe the carpet because he welit out
electioneering. However, he has promised to
be a good boy in future.

Mr. Lathain1: Your party have promised
that I will be a good boy. No one else has,

'Mr. HUGHES: When the hon. member
weas ott the platformu, he raised ILo Protest
whatsoever against the representative of Kai-
goorlie being also the representative of
Wyndham. No desire was expressed to give
the North-West of this State another repre-
sentative. In connection with this Bill, how-
ever, ire are told that because the people will
necessarily congregate in the city-andl let
me say that the industrial workers nturally
miust congregate where the factories are-be-
cause the clerical workers Wvill congregate at
headquarters-

The 'linister for Works: If they all come
into Perth, there will be nothing to support
themu.

Mr. HUGHEiS: If they all went out into
the country, there would be no market for
thle products, and there would be no trats-
port. If the Deputy Leader of the Country
Party objects to People crowdling into the
cities, Whly didilhe not object to the creation
of another useless industry here last week?
ITo kn~ew that if he voted against the Dill to
which I refer, hie wouldl have to toe tn- eat-pet
before the boss again.

M r. Latham: Who is the boss?
Mfr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HUIGHES: The hon. membewr asks, who

is the boss?
Mr. SPEAKER: The boss has no0thinig to

do with this H~ill. The hon. memnber had
better keep to the Bill.

Sitting suspended /roam 6.1.5 to 7.30 p.

Mr. HUGHES: As I have pointed out, if
the Government were desirous of having a
thlorough distribution of seats free from
political considerations, the) -would have
given seine power to the commissioners ard
so would hare got an independent and ikn-
biassed recommendation. The Bill containst
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an assurance that onlesi; something phenom-
enal should happen, the government of the
country will he handed over to the a2Ti4-tl-
tura1 areas.

Mr. Latbam: It would be a gcolsemd for
the country.

Mre. HUGHES: Por that section of the
community vshieh the hon. member represents.

Mr. Latham: Since this party eanme into
existence there has been more prosperity than
was previously enjoyed.

Mr. HUrIlIES: Apparently the hon. mein-
her Judges that mecasure of jrosperztt' by the
size of the deficit. If there he one 'thing
more than another whi.-h dlenmonstrates that
the Bill is merely a political ramp, it is
the statemnict by the Premier that the central
goldfields vill have four seats. wile the airi
cultural interests wvill lhavs 22 or 23 seats.
The central goldfields in their quota hean
4.62, and as that is over 4t. I take it that
an independent eomi-s~ion would give the
central goldfilds fire seats, that being the
nearest 'whole numbler to the 4.62. On the
same reasoninir thc agricultural districts, with
a quota of 22.20, would get 22 seats instead
of the 23 anticipated by' the Premier. How-
ever, the Premier stated distinctly that it was
intended to give the central goldfields four
seats, which aroves that the anti-goldfields
policy of the Government is to be continued
under the Bill. If the Governmnt have
nothing to fear from the results, why hi,,-
string the eomniissionersT I hope the Pre-
mier imill give at least some of his supporters
leave to express their real opinions on the
Bill.

The Premier: T did not denar You that
leave.

Mr. HUGH ES: Tt is a great pity the hon.
member will not extend the same Urr:.eousnes
to some of his supporters.

Mr. Maecallun, Smith: We are all free to
rote as we like.

Mr. RUGREFS: Noa doubt the ho,,. inember
will do so, and T hope he will raise his voie
in protest against the iniquitous treatment to
be meted out to the metropolitan constitu'-
cies. 1 will vote against the Bill, and I

hope some of the Government supporters will
at least have the courage to state their rea-
sons for supporting the measure.

Mr. RICHARDqON (subiacol r7-421: It
does not require ven, much courage to speak
one's own view. in this House. No caucus
meetiac hag directed me how to vote, nor am

I1 held responsible by the Premier or any membher
of the Cabinet for anything I may do in respect
of the Bill. I nun here as a free agent. No
suggestion. hau been rnide to me as to how I
should vote or ..p~ak, or whether I should speak
at all. I have listened to several me-mbers, of
the 0npasition this afternoon, and l am utterly
at a loss to know where they received their
iafor-mstior,. OIn no ocasion since I have been
in the House has a Minister or anybody else
attempted to dictate to me which way I should
vote. I hare been lef to use my own judgment,
and I intend to continue doing so.

93fr. Willeock: The whip has been cracked
from time to time.

Mr. RICHARDSON: No, I have always been
left to rote as I choose. Had it been otherwise
I should have strongl[y resented it. Just to show
that I asm in earnest, let me remark that I am not
entirely in favour of the Bill. I have always
believed that certain privileges must be extended
to country electorates. It would be useless; for
any hon. mnember to think for a moment that
the outside constitnencies must have the sme
number in their electorates as we have in the
metropolitan asea., At the sme time, if certain
measurva arm laid down, as is the ease in this
Bill. if you say that you are going to give agricul-
tural an's,, a quota of 3,000 and the metropolitan
area, a quota of 6,000. then the metropolitan.
inmers are quite justified in pointing out that
they are entitled to 15 seats in the House. When
I say the metropolitan area, I man that part
between Midland Junction and South Fremantle.
So far as lecan gather from the Premier's remarks,
it is his intention to give only two additional seats
to the metropolitan area and two to the agricul-
tural areas.

Hon. W.1. V. Angwin: What nre they going to
do with the other one that is Heoating about?

The Premier: rlire it to Fast Frenmantle.
Hon. W. 0. Angwin : You have knock~ed out

North-East Fremantle altogether.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Their appears to he one

seat that has not been allocated.
Ron. W. C. Aagwin: The Premier accounted

for 49 and not 50.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I am dealing with the

four mentioned by the Premier, and the quota
for the metropolitan area as three, and for the
agricultural districts as. one, but I am not pre-
pared to say that even' the central goldfinelds
should have'such a large qIuota as against that
for the agricultural population, because I realise
that the central goldfields ar- very far removed
from the seat of government. Let us take into
consideration also the possibility of the mining
industiy going down-I do not say that it will
and I am~ sure no one hopes that it will- -

_Mr LuteY: It is going up.
Mr. RICH.tARI)S'ON: If it should goup then

it will Ihe necessary to provide more seats for
the goldields, and in my opinion the goldfields
should at all times, 'e entitled to fair and just
representation, because whilst the agricultural
population ame doing a good deal and have done
a lot for Western Australia, we cannot forget
that it was the minling industry which firut set
Western Australia on its feet. For that reason
we should not deal too harshly' with those who
live there, but rather should we give the industry
a fillip by letting it hare regprementation over and
above, perhaps, what they actually deserve.
I wish to deal with the metropolitan ame. It
has hem- painted out that in some parts of
Western. Australia, in some of the electorates
that ame likely to he dealt with under the Bill.
the mnumumr on the roll is something like 1,800.
We have a Provision in the Bill that we may take
a&fifth under or a fifth over. Takesa metropolitan
electorate which is going to lie dealt with as
against an electorate with 1,ROO. You ay take
a fifth off that 1,1400 and bring the number down
to 1.400, and you may hare to add a fifth to a
metropolitan seat and hmina its total to over
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7,000. Then ue shall havt ertette in
this Chamber of 1,40() votes on the one hand,
and 7,000 on the other. I think the difference is
too great. For that reason I depsire to enter a
protest against anything less than three new
seats being given to the metropolitan area, It
has been said infside and outside this Chamber
that men like Cladutune dealt Aith vested
interests in regfnid to Parliament. it is nearly
time that we in Westein Australia iho are
members of a demoemsatic institution, or one
which is supposed to be such, dealt with human
interests as w-ell as vested interests. 'Sr. Glad-
stone said that L~ondon, being the seat of Par-
liament, did not deserve representation. Re
believed, as many others believed, that because
the seat of Parliament is in the metropolitan
area, and because those members who come from
outside districts almost invariably live in the
metropolitan area, or spend most of their time
there, that therefore the metropolitan area is
represented. But I draw the attention of mem-
hers to the fact that those members who re-
present country interests in this Parliament do
not represent the metropolitan area. That has
been proved times out of number when anything
affecting metropolitan interests has been brought
forward. Only recently ire had an n-ample of
the extent to whichi those members are prepar-
ed to go when they said that there aaa no
occasion to spend money in the metropolitan
area. I do not Fay that all members from
the country are of that opinion, but the fact
remains that Eome do hold it, and that shous
the neEd for sdequate representaticii in the
metropolitanl area.

Mr.tLatham : We say you should control your
own public services.

Mr. RICHARDSON : Why do you not control
yours outside ? You arc not game.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Will the membeir for York
take on the L.A.B. 2

Mr. RICHARDSON - We in the metropolitan
area have to pay for all these things- We can

pit to the voting throughout this session and
latsession. It will be found that metropolitan

members supported everything for the agricul-
tural area, as well as for the mining areas.
But turn up " Hsnsard " and we will find that
on many occasions the Country Party and others
opposed anything that was likely to be of service
to the metropolitan area. 'Unless we have our
fair quota for the m~etropolitaarawaegon
to get short shri'ft indeed. I can rplainlyseegthat
theme are those in this Chamber who are not
prepared to give anything to the metropolitan
area.

Mr. Corboy: Ame you prepared to back up
your opinion with your vote?7

Mr. RICHARDSON: You have never found
me expressing an opinion and not voting in the
same way. The position is that we in the
metropolitan area, both metropolitan members
on this side and on the other side 'of the House,
are prepared to assist the agricultural and mining
districts, because we realise that the metropolitan
area cannot exist without the outside districts.
For that reason we are always prepared to
support them, but we do find that we are Dot
receiving the reciprocal support that we should
get.

The Premier:- Oh yes.

'Mr. RICHARIDSON : We do not I have
pointed that out here on almost every occasion
when the Estimates have been under consideration
and also on the Address-in-reply. It comes back
to me every time that nothing is mentioned in
regard to the metropolitan area, and seeing that
that is so, it hehoves members of Parliament
representing metropolitan electorates to see
that when there is a redistribution we get a
fair cut, Because of that I am not entirely
in support of the Bill and I intend to oppose it.
I do not believe, so far as I can gather from the
Premnier's speech, that the Premier desires that
we should have more than two extra seats.
It we take our quota even at 8,000 we have 90,000
electors between Midland Junction and South
Fremiantie.' B6'JI

The Premier:' You get your proportion.
Mr. RICHARDSON: We cannot agree with

what the Premier has said and it is on that basis
thatlIam going to oppose thefll. If weawe to
get 10 members for the metropolitan area, I might
reconsider my decision, but at the present time
I am imbued with the one idea that after the
redistribution we shall have only 14 seats in the
metropolitan aea, while the agricultural areas
are going to receive two more.

The Premier: You have not the voters.
M1r. RICHARDSON:- We have the voters

Anyway I am taking no risks. The time has
now arrived when something must be done in
regard to the distribution, and I -m satisfied
that every member agrees something must be
done. The quota in some places to-day is so
small that it is practically infinitesimal, and
members are sitting here feeling that they are
not justified in representing such emall con-
stituencies.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I do not see the member for
Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) blushing.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The bou. member would
have won his electorate even had thene been
5,000 on the roll, because he has more than
fulfilled his public duties.

Mr. O'Loglilan: I thought you said they might
feel uncomfortable.

Mr. RICHARDSON.: We find there am some
members who represent between 8,000 and 0.000
while others represent between 600 and 700.
The quota is too big in some, and too snail in
other electoratei. The question arises as to
how we are going to regulate the figure. The
Premier has set down a. certain qeota, but in
speaking to the Bill he said this quota would not
be maintained in the metropolitan aes. If we
have 90,000 electors between Midland Junction
and South Fremantle, then I contend that even
with the vary large quotes, double what he has
proposed for the agricultural areas, we are fuilly
entitled to 18 representatives in this Chamber.

Mr. O'Loghlen. You are very moderate in
your requests.

Mr. RICHARDSON:- If the figures were
worked out on the number and the basis of those
in the agricultural areas, compared with the
metropolitan area, then we would have 20
members. But we are not asking for that
I em prepared to give the Government a fir*
chance in regard to this matter. I realise that
there are many difficulties in creating a redis.
fribution. But when it come to a question of
the difference in the quotas, I do consider that
when we have a quota of 8,000 in the metropol-
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itan area, we are justified in
full quota be maintained. Wb
quota is not maintained in
areas we are still justified in aj
prsen tation should be out di

Prmier Sees fit to ask for two
the agricultural areas and only t

poiearea, I fail to unde
wokdout the figuresi and list

who have spoken, and yet I

justification for the metropoit
lesthan two new members. Is

to support the Bill until the Pro
assurance. So far as I know, an.
Speaking for all members ont
House, no pressure has bae1

upo anoneas to speaking in
Mr. Mann: Or in connection
Mr. RICHARDSON: Or as b

which he should vo. I hope
passed, the metropolitan area
small degree of justice we are sib
three new members, making a to

Mr. WILOOCK: I move-
That the debate be adjour

Motion put and a division
following result:-

Ayes.. .. ..
Noe.. .. .

majority against..

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
11r.
,Ar.
Mr.
M r.

Angwin
Chiesson
Clydesdale
Carboy
Cunniuh,.
Heron
Lambert
Lutey

Avin.

Noce.
Mr. Angelo
Mr. Canter
Mrs. Cowan
Mar. Daes
Mir. Cuomcs
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Hnrrison
Mr. HiCkinott
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lutbam
Mr. H. IC. Maley
Mr. Mann

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. 0

Sir J1
Mir. P
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. J
Mr. 3
Mr. S
Mr. '
Mr. A
Mr. J
Mr. U
Mr.

Motion thus negatived.

Rion . F. TROY (Mt. Magnet
the Premie introduced the Bill
necessary owing to the cassim
the country and to the fact the
population had declined, a 4 that
diecters in the metropolitan area
If these be the only reasons for th
-a indictment against the present
IV the population of the goldfield
and that of the mestropolitan area

askin that the the policy of the Governent has been entirely
en we find the responsible. I admit the ppuation of the
the agricultural goldflelds han decreased. Tbis is due to the
ring that the re- fast that very little assistance has boon given
own. Why the to the goldimining industry as against that
sew members in cocrded to others, and that the poplation in
we in the metro. the goldfields areas has been burasnd by e.
stand. I hae" cefsive railway freights. It would not be untrue,
ned to members to say that the poioy of the Government during
cannot se any the paut four or five years hase been responsible
an area ha for the backward state of the maining industry.
am not Prp and the depletion of the population in the back

nirgve that country. It is utterly impossible to carry on
I ] bleve I am industry where the people receive very little
his side of the assistance, where their requests are frequently
irought to bear ignored, and where they arn handicapped by the
connection with excessive charges for the transport of their

commodities.
with any ether. The Premier: They could not be reduced
othe manner in much more from Sandstone.

if the Bill is Ren. M. F. TROY: The people are leaving
will receive that the back country because there is no oppor-
zing for, namely, sanity there for their children to learn any trade
tal Of 15. or calling. It is the wsual thing to hoar People

there say, " We have to get out of this in order
to give our children the opportunity we cannot

tod.give them here." Whilst the brad winner may
taken with the work in the back country he sends his wife and

family to the city with this object in view. The
15 Government have been neglectful of the back

26 country in this respect. They have treated
- people in remote areas in an utterly unsym-

.. 10 pathetic manner.
- The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. Underwood, They would be sympathetic
if the remote parts were given more represent-

kfrSb~tlation than the metropolitan area.
~ ecanumRon. M. F. TROY: This is not a metropolitan

Richardson Government. It depends for its support almost
'y entirely upon respresentatives of the agricultural

Vilieck districts. The Bill provides that agricultural
Vleon districts shall receive an increase of two in their

'Loghlen representation. The Government cannot deny
(Telin.) on the 4mmre at least two more members for the

metropolitan Area. If the Government do deny
that it will amount to glaring inconsistency,
and will hold up the whole scheme of the Govern.

ales Miteboil ment to contempt,' derision, and ridicule. They
lease am not, however, taking that risk. In albost
laipson every discussion that has taken place in this
caddan House the Government have treated the geld-

H. Smith mining industry as a transitory enterprise.
Mf. Smith The Premier: Not at all.

tubbs Haon. M. F. TROY : They say the gold is being
Teesdae worked out, and the population is gradually

LThomson disappearing. They look upon the people on
Thomnson the goldfields as migratory. The Government

muderwood have never provided adequate conveniences for
munlany the back country. If anyone approaches the

(Teler.) Workers' Homnes Board for homes in the hack
(Tent,.) country he is met with a refusal. It is not the

Government policy to build in the back country.
The Minister for Works: What about the

)(8.7]: When Government buildings in Kalgoorlie and other
he sid it was goldfields centres ?
Sconditions of Hon. XL F. TROY: People in the bank blocks

t the goldiflelds have to wait eight or nine years before a school
the number of is prodided for the education of their children.
had increased. I know that is so in one particular ogwe.
Bill they form Mr. Underwood: That is good for them.

administrtion. Hen. M. F. TROY: Fortunately the hon.
ahas decreased member is not the judge in this cas. One of
shas inreaed the speial features of the Bill is that the tate
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is divided into various districts, and certain
quotes are allotted to thorn. The metropolitan
quota is 0,062, for which the area will receive
14 seats as against those which it enjoys to-day.
The outer mining district will have a quota of
1,874 and will secure five seats as against nine
to-day. The agricultural district quota is 2,993
and those districts will enjoy 22 seats as against
the present number. The central goldfields
district 'will have a quota of 3,413 and enjoy the
same number of seats as to-day, namely four.

The Premier: I said that is how it might
'work out.

Mr. Wilicock: You said the tendency was for
the goldfields to go down.

Hon. M. P. TROY: The calculation shows
that the Bill has been engineered to reduce the
democratic representation of the goldfields. The
country interests in the agricultural districts
and others are to profit by increased represent-
ation. I am not going to stress the claims of the
metropolitan area. If it had no representation
in Parliament, it would have the ratest in-
finence on the government of the country.

Mr. Latham: That is perfectly true.
Hon. M. F. TROY: It would have more

influence than all the rest of the country pat
together. In the metropolitan district there is
the largest closely settled population in the State,
whose voice is heard from day to day. The seat
of government is in the city. People of the
metropolitan area have acess to Ministers aud
to Parliament.

Mr. O'Loglrlen: Most country members are
prejudiced against the metropolitan area.

Hon. M. 7. TROY: The area is represented
by a Press which exaggerates the importance of
almost every subject brought under the notice
of the Government. The result is that, if the
metropolitan aras had no representation at all,
they would still have considerable influence with
the Government of the country and the good
things the Government can provide. I
do not think I need labour cihat point, because it
must be generally understood by members who
rep)resent bark-country constituencies, and who
know bow dulicult it is to secure justice, when
they ind themselves as a votice crying in the
wilderness. In any scheme of redistribution of
seats, the metropolitan area must secure justice
and increased representation ona account of
numbers, notwithstanding the matuner in which
the people came here, the conditions4 under which
they live, or what their living here means to the
country. The metropolitan people are entitled
to representation secording to their numbers.
The people who live in the back country. who
are pioneering and hearing tire heat and burden
of the day in openiug up the State, are entitled to
all the representation we can reasonably give
them.

Mr. OLLoghien: Hear! Hear! Yet the Goy-
elminent want to take away their representation.

Members: We do not.
M1r. O'Loghlen: Yes, you do. You wyant to

take four seats from the goldfields.
Hon. Ki P. TROY: It have always held the

opinon that the man who takes his family into
the back icountry sad who thus deprives them of
the opportunities enjoyed in the city and of the
social advantages here, is entitled to adequate

representation in Parliament, seeing that he
taes his family to Orve in places where there

are adverse climatic conditions, where the work
is hard, but where their occupation is of more
service to the State than that of the people
who live in more settled places. These people
could not exist but for the enterprise of these in
the back country. 1 have always stood for
that principle, hut, at the same time, I do not
stand for the principle of one vote one value.
I can understand that in England and America,
or in any country where the population is dis-
tributed in large centres of industrial activity,
one vote one value may be justified, but in a
country like Western Australia, the pioneer is
entitled to more consideration in regard to his
representation in this Chamber because of his
distance from the capital, and the disabilities
under which he labours.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That individual always got
that consideration until this Bill was introduced.

Hon. Ki P. TROY:- He will get it still if I can
gain it for him. My objection to the Bill is that
it singles out the central goldfields area in
particular, for unfavourable consideration com-
pare with the agricultural districts. People
engaged in the occupation of mining in the
eastern goldields are a 'valuable adjunct to
the industrial life of this State. They are en-
gaged in an industry which has produced more
wealth than all the other industries of the State
put together. I heard the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) give the House figures
regarding the value of different industries in
Western Australia, but when I tell him that
the value of gold produced in this country re-
presents 145 million pounds he will realise that
it will take a long time before the other in-
dust ries will reach that figure. I do not wish
to make depreciatory remarks regarding other
industries. That is not my intention, but the
people residing in Kalgoorlie, hundreds of miles
away from the coast, under harsh climatic
conditions, following a hard occupation, are
entitled to more consideration because of their
great services to the State. I amn never sur-

prised when I hear the women on the goldfields
say that their boys will not go down a mine.
They say that hecause they know that the
fathers of those children will die an early death
by reason of their occypation. If the Government
have accorded this differential treatment to
the agricultural districts in recognition of the
services rendered by that industry to the State,
we should expect the Government to extend
similar consideration to those who built up the
valuable gold mining industry. Every other
industry has been built upon the mining industry,
and the Government lost sight of that aspect
when they made the quota for the agricultural
districts 2,900 as against a quota of 3,420 for
the eastern gold fields electorates. Take the
Swant electorate represented by the Colonial
Secretary. That electorate is within a atonie's
throw of the city. The people can come into
the city any day to approach the Government,
and can stand on the doorstep of Ministers
every day to severe redress for their grievances
They secure distinct advantages compared with
the rest of the people of the State, yet the quota
for the agricultural constituencies is 500 less
than for the goldfields electorates. Take the
Premier's constituency of Northam. It is one
that can be covered by the bon. member in
one day ; ink fact, the Premier would cover it
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in two hours in a maotor car. It is uithia easv
distance of the city ; yet it is classed as a remote
agricultural district, and its uluota is r5oo less
than that of electorates three or four hundred
miles &way from the city. The same applies
to the 'Murray-Wellington electorate where a
man may leave the city and reachi the electorate
before lunch.

The M1inister for Works . That showm all
you know about it. You can go there by train
but it is certainly act within a stunehthroux of
Perth.

Hon. M. F. TROY : Residents in that elector.
ate. can come to Perth easily, and hare their
grievances redressed without much expense. The
people there do not depend on their representation
in this House to the extent that the people in the
hack country are required to do.

The Minister for Works: Certainly not to
that extent.

Hon. 3J. F. TROY: Yet the Hurray-Wellington
electorate has a smaller qluota than electorates
on the esastern golidts which are 40)0 miles
away from Perth! The same applies to York
and Avon to a less degree then to somne of the
other agricultural districts.

The Minister for Works: I hare 2.000 square
Miles in MY electorate.

Hon. M. V. TROY: The Minister is hound to
have something remarkable. Perhaps he does not
know that the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) has an electorate comprising 100,000
square miles. Whereas the qluota for the Swan
electorate, which is so close to Perth, is 2,993,
that for South Fremantle which is a similar
eleetorate--there can be no distinction between
them because the Swan electorate is just as
adjacent to Perth as the South Prernantle elec-
torate-is fixed. at 0,002.

The Colonial Secretary:- There are no large
centres. of prmary production.

Hon. ML . TROY : There are many centres
of primary production in the South Fremantle
electorate. There are Jandakot, Coogee, Spear-
wood, and a number of other places. The same
thing may he said (of Northam, .1oore, and
Bunbury.

Mr. O'Logblen : The Swan electorate is a
scandal, in any case!I

Hon. M. P. TROY: That is my objection to
the Bill. If the Government were to group the
goldlields districts togethee-there is no justi-
fication for singling out the eastern goldld-
they would find the people to make lip the quota,
on the basis provided by the Bill, that we( give
the goldlel.- one niore seat and not two more.
The only reason. for segregating the eastern
goldflelds from the rest of the goldfields electorates
is to reduce tie quota of the other- goldfields
constituencies, end thus deprive them of re-
presentation The Premie-r isid when intro-
ducing the 'Bill that one thing to hie considered
was community Af interests. If that he so,
why make a distinction between the different
parts of the goldfields areas ? Why should there
be one qluota for one set of people who are en-

gaged in the mining industry and another q~uota
for others engaged in thev mining inducstry in
another part ! If the (4o'ternment a proposal
is right, why does it not aso apply to the agicul-
tural districts? Why is there not a different
qunta for agricultural districts which are easily ac-
cessible, when compared with other agcicultural

districts %khith ar- 100cc. tcuxcjtc The rva-ii
is that some of the agrivullirsl disteictH could
not get the quota laiticled in the Bill. I (10p
not wis~h to make tin,% invidicous enuiparismn
regaiding the oth-W'Ye4. I am not 1 UanrVllifug
with the re-presentation cof that pcart of the
State. I realise the Aulot SirsH over which the
scattered polmlation resides, but I contend rhut
their are c'ontitttnc-ies in the Noith-West to-
day Whose 1)sitiOUl i% not moUpe diheouk than
that of somle of the outer goidnelds areas. The
tiascoyuia electorate is; not an isolated dlistict.
It is within 24 hours of (hzaldton. A inctor
car leaving (arnarvon to-day, can lie in (iccaldton
within 24 hours. That has actually been done.
tOne of the great disadvantages urged in con-
nection with the (iseorne electorate has bee-n
its isolation. The mueans of communicaetion
were said to be mlow, unceritain, mind diffictult.
to secure. l'oilay. wsing to the aeroplanes,
the N\orth-West has a better mail service than
many of the mining districts. It takes a week
to get a letter delivered iu my constituency
and we have two umails pter week. With the
advantage of the seii mail service mails can
he delivered in the Gascoyne elpectorate within
a couple of hou.

Mr. Teesdale : In sonic parta we get a mail
once a month. Ia some lparts the electors reside
300 miles inland.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Gascoyne is no more
isolated than are the electorates in the remote
mining areas. I wish to make it clear that I
am not complaining of the representation given
to the North, but I do complain that there should
be a distinction in favour of Gascoyne, a con-
stituency on the coast and enjoying rapid means
of mail communication, as against the treatment
meted out to Murchison and Leonora. The
district of Murchison touches the South Aus-
tralian border and joins the Vilbara clistricat
There are places in that electorate more remote
than Casaoyne, ad yet Gascoyne is to have a
member for every 1,000 electors as against 2,00C
required in the Murehuson. That is not reasonm
able. The Premier stated tha% except for tin
metropolitan area and exclusive of the North
West, population had increased but he need nol
have included the North-West because the
population there has decreased. In 1911 tin
electors of the Gascoyne district numbered 1,811,
whereas to-day the number is onily 1,573 ; Kim
berley in 1911 had 1,728 electors, whereas to-da.3
it has 1,346 ; Pilbara in 1911 had 1,131 electors
whereas to-day it has only 724, and Roebourni
in 1911 had 1,093 as against 614 to-day. Thon
figures are taken from the " Statistical Abstract'
issued a few days ago, and prove that since 1911

t he population of the electorates of the NortA
has dereased by 1,00 Yet those electorate
axe singled out for special treatment, whiti
other portions of the country are to be penaliset
because the population there has decreaaed
There should be no distinction whatever betwees
the treatment meted oat to the Gascoyne am
the Murchison districts ; and the same can b
said of Leonora. Probably this applies also t4
Mt. Margaret, because that electorate extend
to the South Australian border and God know
where else. Probably the Speaker himsel
who represents it does not know. If the elector
of Plhara, numbering only '724, are entitled to,4
member, how can the same treatment be dm1104
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a, member whose territory extends to the South
Australian border and whose population is
scattered right through it? I do not wish to
deprive those people of representation, but a
Dill which makes the distinctions which this
Bill proposes is not entitled to pass the send
reading. I do not mind a redistribution of seats
Bill, but such a Bill should not be a party measure.
* Mr. Latham : It was made a party measure
previously.

Hon. Xt P. TROY:- Members on the Govern-
ment side have declared that they have never
been consulted regarding the measure. -

Mr. O'Loghlen: Only one, who was nob at the
meeting.

Hon. XL F. TROY: This Bill would have
passed the second reading without debate but
for the opposition from this aide of the House.

Mr. Latham : That is what the Opposition
are for.

H on. M4. P. TROY:- The Speaker was patting
the question, and the Bill would have passed
its second reading without debate but for us.
The only speeches made from the other side are
those brought forth as a result of the discussion
on this side of the House. Mlembers supporting
the Government are evidently unanimous that
a Bill of this description is of such little worth
that they need not give it one moment's attention
or one word of discussion. I repeat that such aBill should not be a party measure. I would
like to see it referred to a select committee
representative of alt the parties interested.

lit. Harrison: That is what the Bill i.4 for-
to appoint a commission.

Hon- M. F. TROY: The Bill lays down certain
definite principles on which the commission must
at. I have nothing to say regarding the com-
missioners. I have no objection to them ;
I suppose they are as good. as any three com-
missioners I could suggest. Someone has to
do the work. But the commissioners are not
entitled to use their own judgment- The Bill
lays. down certain specific instructions, and on
thoe instructions they must bring in a redis-
tribution. They have no judgment except as
regards community of interest and boundeais
The quota is fixed for them and their work is to
consider community of interest, but I do not
know that they can do much in that direction.
because in many of the electorates one interest
has been mixed up with another. The Bill
ought to go to a select committee who could
consider it reasonably and straight-forwardly
and present a recommendation to the House.
If it is wise to refer other perplexing measures
to select committees, it is equally reasonable
to have this measure so considered. I would
prefer proportional representation, because it
would give every section of thought and opinion
representation. I was told by a gentleman who
contested the Irwin seat at the last election that
what struck him was the big number of Labour
supporters who would net vote at all. He said,
" I was sanguine that I would get their votes and
would win easily, but they did not vote at aLL."
Those people therefore arc without representation
in their electorate. There is elected a member
with -whose views they have nothing in common.
The same applies to the constituency I re-
present and, in fat, to all constituencies. There
are people in my electorate who would not vote

forms. These people are diminishing in numbers,
but there are some who do not like my repre-
sentation and who hold entirely different visa&
Time alter time they are disappointed at seeing
elected a man who does not represent them.
They donotvoteatall. I'clonotlike toaee them
disappointed. Alter the last election I can
claim to represent 90 per cent. of the people in
my electorate, but this still leaves 10 per cent.
who do net want my views expressed in this
House. The principles I stand for are anathema
to them. Right through the country there are
a preat many electors who are thus disappointed.
Election after election members are returned
with whose policy they do not agree and whose
Parliamentary representation they feel is an
injury to them. Therefore, T believe in pro-
portional representation which would provide
that every industry, every interest, every clas
in this country would have the representation it
was entitled to. These are the only meas by
which the people in this country will get what
this Bill pretends to provide for them, namely
fair representation in the Parliament of Western
Australia. I do not like the Bill for the reasons
I have given. Members opposite will have to
justify to me why people living in the remote
areas and under the worst climatic conditions,
engaged in an industry so valuable to this country
as to produce 128 million pounds worth of wealth
and on which every other industry has grown
up and which still supports a large population,
are not given the representation to which they
are entitled. It members on the cross benohes,
who are alleged to represent the country interests
though I deny that they do so--

Mr. Harrison: Naturally.

Hon, X~ F. TROY:. How could I naturally
deny it, inasmuch as I myself represent country
interests? Members on the cross benches claim
it as their special mission in this Chamber to
represent the country interests and to put aside
all metropolitan claims which to an extent are
just, but how can they justify the distinction
made in this Bill under which miner in the
Kalgoorlie area arc to have representation on
a quota of over 3,000 as against a quota of 500
less in the agricultural area situated nearer to
the seat of government and enjoying better
climatic conditions ? This is not a reasonable
proposal and on that ground I oppose the Bill

Mr. O'LOGHLEX - I move--
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion pot and a division taken with the
following reult:-

Ayes~ ... ... ... 14
Noe .. ... .. ... 2B3

Majority against

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Chessen
M r. Clydesdale
Mr. Cerboy
M r. Cunnlngb~ie,
Mr. Heron
Mr. Lamtbert

11

Mir. Lutey
Mr-. Marshall
Atr. MicCallum
Mr. TinY

M.Willcick

2761



2702 [ASSEMBLY.]

Noss. hills because, it is dotted with sawmills. It was
Mr. Angelo
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
" r. llarrison
"Mr. Hlekmott
Mr. Johnston
Ifr. Wahom
.Mr. H4. K. M1aley
Mr. Man

fur
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

James IMitebeli
Pie."e
Sampson
Scaddan
J. H. Smith
J. Mt. Smlth
Stubbs
Teesdale
A. Thomson
J. Thomson
Underwood
Mdflany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. (VLOGHLEN (Forrest) [8-48]: What
strikes me is the silence of members opposite
regarding this Bill. Genesrally,, when the Govern-
ment bring down aBill its indleto or justi.
fleation is attempted byi at least hafa dozen
membae on that sdeof the Hoe. To-night
it has been alleged that a caucus meeting was
called by the Government, and that, as a result,
this has been made a Government measure.
The allegation has not been denied officially,
anad therefore it stands. If two or three of the
members Sitting opposite were absent from that
caucus meeting, that does not alter the fact that
this Bill represents the most pronounced of party
measures. Judging from apperaces, it has
bae introduced largely with the idea of conser-
ing the interests of Government supporters at
the next appeal to the country. None of us will
deny that redistribution of seats is necessary.
If the Government were consistent in their
poiy and allowed the commission under the

Isl nwhom I hae every confidence, to brn
in a recommendation to this Parliament, I woul
not oppose the measure.

Mr. Mtom: But some directions must be
laid down for their guidance.

Mr. O'LaGHLIEN: Uf the hen, member would
lie down ocossionslly, we would make more
progress. Only si weeks ago this House set7 board to dea with the very intricate problem

the1 liqluor trade. The Licensing Act Amend-
ment Act does not tie the hands of the members
of that board. More confidence was placed by
Parliament in their hands than this Bill proposes
tgr in the hands of the three comsskioners.

1 1not repeat the figures which have been
quoted, since no amount of argument can alter
their glaring inconsistency. Swan and Xe].
goordie are a case in point.

The Premier: What about ForrestI
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Forrest is in the mem

position, Mr. Speaker, as your electorate. Will
anyone assert that your eleacorate, one of the
remotest in Western Australia, is down and out
for good ? There is every prospect of a revival
of the mnining industry. As regard my own
electorate. had it not been for the gerrymandering
policy of the Premises party years ago, before
the hon. gentleman him If was in Parliament.
the Forret electorate would never hae" been
crated. It has no right to exist as a constitu-

eny n its present form. it is a constituency
without a town inside its borders, and not
touching the railway line. It is away back in
the Darling Range, where a fugitive from justice
might find Sanctuary. it is up on the top of the

feared by the Liberal Party of the long ago that if
there were two or three sawmills in each of four
or five electorate., the whole lot of thoem elector-
atea would fall to the democaratic party. So
they thought, "We had better make one sf
democratic seat of the sawmills, the safest set
in Australia, and so secure the other electorates
for ourselves." The Forrest electorate reflects
no credit on the Parliament which created it, and
the present Bill will reflect no credit on this
Parliament if it is carried in the small hours
Of the maorninug

The Premier: Such things have been said about
every Redistribution of Seats Bill.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: But on this ocsion they
can be said with justification.

The Premier: No.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN : It is obvious that the

Government side are ashamed of the Bill. Other-
wise members opp o would speak in supor
of the mneasuire. Why is the member for =lre
mont silent ? Why does he ebak0s his wise old
head ? Why do not members opposite justify
a Bill which prponto take away nine seat.

fro te olflld=ad give them to that powerwrm hic upolds the Premier and his nine sup-
porters in this Assembly ?

The Premier: Vow Bill did wore than that.
Mr. O'LOGHLEIN: No; and, in any case,

many things have been changed since 1913.
Ninee then the Premier has been a lone figure on
the other side of the House. When he moved
his motion of want of confidence in the Lefroy
Gjovernment, he got only one vote from all
the figures surrounding him. However, re-

markable things happen in Western Australia.
The maon who a few years ago was sitting alone
and scarcely able to find morm than one supporter,
who was disparaged and discredited, who was
described as the wrecker of the country by his
land settlement policy, now receives unquestioning
support. It does not matter what he proposes,
members behind him will vote for it. In the
very lost extremity the member for Leedlerville
(Capt. Carter) and the member for Perth (Mr.
Mean), who stood at the door during the caucus
meeting, wvould place themselves one on each
side of him and say, " We are sticking to you.
Jlim." The Premier mentioned the Forrest
electorate

The Premier: It ha.. been very well repro-
esnted in this House.

Mr. (YLUGI{LEN: 1 am not going to agree
to that statement. I have not been able to
do very much for the people in that electorate.
The Forrest electorate is very much like your
electorate. Mr. Speaker, and mniing electorates
generally. We are told about a revival in the
North-West, about prospects of trade expansion,
of oil gushers breaking out, of cows having more
cakves, of cotton growring. There is just as
great a possibility of revival of the mining in.
dustry. M1y eleetorate is at present under a
depression. Mills wvhich should carry a big
population are standing idle. They have been
idle for some time. If they started again. it
would put another 1,500 people in may electorate.
The mnils were erected at very great cost. ad
the necessary houses ase all there: and such
propositions ame not going to he abandoned.
My electorate, suffering a merely temporary
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depression, will be unfairly dealt with unader
the allocation proposed by the Bill. If the
quota were the same as it was two years ago,
the population of my electorate would be far
in excess of that required for a country seat..
It is unfair that advantage should be taken of
the temporary misortune of certain localities.

Mr. Mann : Would not the commissioners
consider those things:'

Mr. O'LOCIMLLEN: The commissioners; are
not given the right to consider them. If the
commissioners were given a free hand, I would
support the Bill. If the measure passes, we
on thin side will need to he very lucky to secure
a majority even if the country is at our hack.
It is remarkable that there is not more sanity
in Australian electoral laws, I personally have
often wondered why we have not adopted pro-
portional representation.

Mrs. Cowan:- Hear, Hear!
Mr. O'LOQHLEN: I am glad to hear the

lady member say Hear, hear." Later, I
shall move an amendment in that direction
if no one else does so, and I shall be very glad
if the lay member wiU support such an amend-
ment.

Mr. Latham: It is a wonder proportional
representation was not put up in 1913.

Mr. O'LQGHLEIN: We gather experience as
we goalong. The member for York (Mr. Latham)
is not a had ohap personally, but he has a lot yet
to learn about democratic representation of
the people.

Mr. Latham: I am going to a good school.
Mr. Lambert: But you are a very bad

scholar.
Mr. O'LOGI{LEN: Can the member for York

find any justification for the election of the
Federal Senate such as we have it to-day?
If there, is one thing that calls for suppression,
it is the Senate of Australia. It is nothing
hut an expensive duplication. We have there
a group of men elected for a tern of six years.
The founders of Federation thought the Senate
was going to he a measure of protection for
the smaller States, that State rights would he
conserved hy the Senate ; hut never once has
the Senate acted as a defender of State rights.
The Senate has always been of the same political
complexion as the party in power in the House
of Representatives-Tshjour or Liberal, as the
ease might be. We hare had the awful spectacle
of 1,040,000 voters going Nationalist and 858,000
voters going Labour, and the -Nationalists
securing 35 Senate seats and Labour securing

The Premier: Even electorates, you know.
Mr. O'LOOHLEN:- I realise that the Senate

las never carried out the functions for which
it was originally intended.

The Premier: ThisA Bill does not deal with
the Senate.

Mr. O'LOGHLE-N: If the Premier wants
me to deal with the Bill exclusively, I can do
that. However, I am drawing a comparison
to show the futility of the electoral laws and
electoral systems obtaining in Australia to-day.
I illustrate the futility by calling attention to
the fact that one political machine is able to
capture practically the entire representation
of the State, leaving to an almost equally strong
party hardly any representation whatever.

In my opinion, whether it be the State or Federal
Parliament every considerable section of the
people should have a right to make their as-
pirations articulate inside thoe walls. They
cannot do that under the present system. They
hare to be strong enough to win outright, or
else they have to go under. There is no room
for independents. Independents are as scaroe
as sovereigns. The machine operates on both
sides, and the man who stands up against it
is crushted. Big sets of people in Australia
are not entamoured of the work of either machine,
yet they are denied representation. Why cannot
we have proportional representation on the
group system, instead of single electorates ?
The present system is wrong. I ain surprised
at the Premier refusing to attempt to justify
a political scandal in the composition of the
Swan electorate, and the extraordinarily high
quota for Kalgoorlie. Why make a distinction
between Kanlgoorlie and the outer mining districts?

The Premier: We are giving increased mining
representation.

Mr. O'LOCHLEN: You are not. You are
fixing a higher quota for Kalgoorlie than for
your own electorate.

The Premier:. I am not.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: You are. The Bill pro-

vides it.
The Premier: It does not.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN:- Does the hon. member

think that Swan should have a, smaller quota
than Kalgoorlie, or even the same quota ? Does
he think at the bottom of his heart-

Mr. Lambert:. If he has a heart at all.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I think he has. It is

the first nefarious measure he has introduced.
Others ware for the benefit of the State, but
this is for the benefit of the party.

The Premier: No.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, f or the benefit of

that group to which I have pointed.
The Premier: That is Wrong.
Mr. O LOIHiLEN: It is not. I will stick

to it.
The Premier:- Well, I will go to sleep.
Mr. O'LOGiHLEN: Yet' can go to sleep now.

The Country Party to-day is in a strong position
numerically. When a men gets a little power
he becomes arrogant and dictatorial. Event you,
Sir, have sometimes used your power front the
Chair. I did not think it altogether like your
old self when down here. The Countr Party
are getting increased power and are as king for
more than they are going to get.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: How do you
know what they are asking for?! Do you believe
what you see in the Press?

Mr. OYLOORLEN: Not altogether. Yet it
is retnerkeble bow ready the Minister is to quote
a&statement in the Press against us. The Country
Party are making a demand for the Pdime
Ministership, and four portfolios. It shows
their arrogance and their greed.

Mr. Johnston: It is only hecause they desire
to do something.

Mr. O'LOGULEN: It shows their desire to
do the Prime Minister oat of his joh. However,
what I am concerned with is the group of 18
here, who at their meeting said, "Now is our
opportunity, with dying goldfields towns and
depressed mining districts."

2763



264[ASS8EMBLY.]

The Premier: You do them an injustic in
sain that.

Mr. O'LOGHtEN: Well, let then) get up
and defend the Bill.

The Premier: No, you apologise.
Mr. O'LOG}ILEN: I will not spologise for

the truth, which is that the metropolitan area
with its vastly increased population is to get
two additional seats, while the agiietltulal areas
also are to get two in addition to u het they have.

Mr. M1ann: You do tnt lnow what they will
get under the Bill.

Mr. O'LOCHLEN: I Know what is provided,
what the commissioneis aie direencd to huing
in, and I will bet all I have that the member
for Perth will not go counter to the commissioners'
proposal.

The Premier: Have you read the Bill ?
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes. It contains a lot

which the Premier has not read. In Committee
there are bound to be amendments devised with
a view to improving the Bill. I would rejoice
if the Bill were defeated on the second reading,
because that would enable the Government to
bring down another Bill, giving the commissioners
a free hand in drawing up a good scheme. I
would even prefer to see the Bill go to a select
committee ; because it is a highly contentious
measure and I know the feeling of resentment
created in 1911. Many a man was returned to
this Parliament in opposition to the iniquitous
proposals of the Redistribution of Seats Hill of
that year, under which the electorates were carved
up for party purposes. It was the most awful
scandal ever perpetrated in this State, and the
peopie rose in their anger and said, " No more of
this." I think they will rise again over this Bill.
Even conservative strongholds of that time were
moved to bitterness against that Bill. I re-
member helping a candidate who is in the House
to-night. It was a treat to hear his eloquent
orations againat the Wilson. Government over
the dastardly trick they played on the State.
I was helping the member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Johnston). We were in a sulky and he
had a map of Western Australia about 22 feet
long, showing all the new electoral boundaries
The map extended out pat the honse's head,
and every time we turned a corner I had to get
out and. hold the map. Out east of Nsrrogi,
where there were a great many new settlers, my
young and hopeful friend was speaking on the
great ideals of democracy. He was in a little
short coat, and had in his hand a dinky little
cane. He was pointing out how the Government
were filching a seat from this or that party, and
getting a few more electors pushed hither and
thither. He even related how dear old Mr.
Gowcher had a finger in the pie, in that ho had
89 relatives ant on the western side who were
not going to be disturbed. " But all you new
arrivals from the goldfields, for whom my heart
bleeds," want on th candidate, " they have cut
you out." He brought down the meeting, and
even I felt moved by his eloquence- It seemed
to me good stuff. We got back to Narrogin and
on the Monday morning we started out on the
western aide of the electorate, where there were
none hot old established families who had been
there for about 100 years, and consequently
were not ani-fait with the doinfs of Parliament.
About two miles out I said, ' Bartie, where is
the map "? He said " I do not bring the map

out to the western side." That night at Williams
he never mentioned redistribution, but he told
them that he was a native born Western Aus-.
tralian and proud of his country, and that if the
electors did him the honour of putting him into
Parliament he would see that their district
was developed, and that their children had
opportunity to become bright and shining
ornaments of this great end prosperous State.
I1 went to every meeting with him, and the way
he condemned that proposal-

Mr. Johnston: I would condemn the same
proposal again.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. To-night he is
supporting a Bill designed for the very sme
purpose. If the hon. member had stuck to the
principles he advocated then, he would not be
supporting the Bill to-nighit.

Mz. Johnston: I pointed out the inconsistency
in the Kalgoorlie electorate before you came in.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: A little child could point
that out. The point is, you are going to vote
for the Dill.

Mr. Johnston. For the second reading, ad
will help amend it in Committee if necessary.

Mr. O'LOGIHLEN: We know how the member
will vote, because he is going to help the group
with whom he is associated.

Mr. Johnston:- Going to help the country.
Mr. O'LOGELEN:- Going to help the Country

Party, whose views sometimes do not coincide
with the interests of the country. I honestly
think the metropolitan area is not getting suffi-
cient representation in the two extra seats.
The one vote one value cannot be defended in
Australia to the same extent as it can in other
countries of dense populations in compact areas,
but we should not go too far on the other track.
We ought to give a fair crack of the whip to
remote mninng districts as well as to remote
agricultural area.

The Mtinister for Mihneq: The niembt~r for
East Perth did not say so.

Mr. C)GHILEN\: The Minister also in
a member of that little group that has the
whip.

The MNinister for Mfines: It is all to their
advantage.

MNr. 0 'LOGfLiESZ: It is quite possible
that they will go on until the people of the
metropolitan area declare that they have had
enough. Even the member for 'Roebourne-

31r. Teesdale: Why pick me?
Mr. 0 'lt4HLsEN: Because the hon- mem-

bet has flashes of wisdom at times. Thure are
occasions when the bon, member can see a
hole through a ladder, and on those occasions
he knows that the stealthy advance of a
selfish party-

'Mr. Laumbert: The spring oaion crowd.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will not call them

that, because I wvas born on a farm and my
tether and five brothers are all farmers. All
the samne the farmer is the most selfish unit
in the State to-day.

The Minister for Mines: 'You ought to
know in those circumstances.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I know it is true.
Mr. Johnston: Look at the burdens he is

carrying.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: And what burdens are
you carrying? Are you farming? No. You
are building up a bank balance by some other
mean, You ,arrying a burden! The lion.
member knows better thani anyone else that
in the dark days of agriculture the people of
the State and particularly of the metropolitan
area, stood behind the members of this House
when the Treasury was thrown open and
money literally shiovelled. into the agric~il-
tural districts.

Mr. Johnston: For the benefit of the whole
state.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I grant that; but
surely there is a ]ittle gratitude at times.
The present Minister for MTines was the head
of the Government at that time.

The Minister for Mfines: T shall have to
carry to fay grave what T did then.

Mr. 0 'LOGELEN: The Minister for
Mines will carry the heartfelt thanks and
the blessings of those people who are now in
comfortable ei*umstanees. What position
would they have been in to-day but for what
the Labour Government did for them at that
time? The member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Johnston) will admit that since then,
be has not had a fraction of assistance for
is electorate. At our caucus meetings he

used to talk these matters over and he was
the white hope. You, Mr. Speaker, were there.
Don't you remember that we were a party of
.fl and there were only two who represented
the agfricultural districts, We thought in our
simplicity and innocence that it would be
possible to win the farnerfi' vote and that to
do so we would do our best to encourage those
two who were with us. We thought to our-
selves, ''We had bettor go quietly and not
put Up anly request.'' The result was that
the member for Williams-Narrogin got every' -
thing tipped into Narrogin. Naturally then
lie became the most popular mn in the State.

Mr. Johnston: Did I get anything that
wras not justified?

Mr. 0 'LOGItLEK: But as soon as he
milked the cow dry he turned her out and
.shot her. 11e left the party. As soon as he
.saw that the head of the Scaddan Goven-
ment was beginning to lose strength, the hon 'member said, '"T am going to get off this
barge and climb on to the raft.''I He got on
to a pretty good raft too, and rowed himself
away. He landed well on his feet and T
congratulate him on his acumen and foresight.
But don not let hin tell ine that hie has not
been favoured by fortune, and do not let
him tell me that the farmer is carrying all
the burdens. My electors in those dAys had
little to hope for; they' were working for re-
dared hours and more wages.

Mr. Latham! The farmer works longer
hours than anybody.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: But the farmer has
something to look forward to. While he
sleeps the wool grows; while he sleeps his
crop grows.

Mr. Latham: And while he sleeps his,
accounts too are growing and his interest is
growing.

Mr. 0 'LOGHILEN: Look at the income
received by the farmer as compared with that
of the wage earner. What is the prospect
of the wage earner? The farmer always
has a chance; not so the wage earner. The
farmer may be hit by a drought, but so long
as he is there fighting hie has a chance of
pulling through and building up a competence
for himself. Even the prospector has a
better chance than has the wages man. His
pick in the ground may reveal something
good for him, but the wages man goes along
like a drudge from one year's end to the
other rearing his family without any pros-
pect of being able to retire except to collect
the old age pension. The farmer is in a very
different position oa account of what was
done for him by the Scaddan Government.
To-day those men who were helped own
motor cars. The town of Narrogin is the
most prosperous town in Western Australia.
We shovelled money into agriculture and
it turned up trumps. Other places too
jufstified their claims for assistance, hut did
not get it.

Mr. Johnston: We have not had a bob
since.

Mr. Marshall: Open confession is good
for the soul.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: When I hear the mem-
her for York talking about the poverty of the
falroer I am reminded of the fiet that
within the last six or eight months I have
attended a few picnics at little wayside places
along the Dowerin-Merredin line and that at
those picnics I counted no fewer than 27,
35, 42 and in one case 51 motor cars.

.%r. Latham: They were agents' cars.

Mr. 0 'LOCIHTXN: Will thme hon,. member
tell u's bow it is that the Country Party are
(at against their inveterate enemy, the ageati
Does the hon. member mean to tell me they
:,me airents' ears? They are the farmers' cars,
.and the farmers take thbeir wives and children
to these gatherings in their own ears. Tt
demonstrates that the farmer is not in a had
nny. thanks to the party of which the present
Minister for 'Mines was the head. - The man
on the land in my opinion is a little bit
ungrateful. Ile will say, ''Yes, we were a
hit lucky: we got a few duds from the other
side.7 '?Even~ the member for Claremont-

Mr. J. Thomson: Why bring me in?
Mr. 0 'LO(rITLEN: The hon. member

went into it himself. The farmers will admit
that ours was a truly generous party to them.
We w~ave them water supplies, the T.A.H.
lans, Bad the Agricultural Bank. T will
admit that there are a couple of members in
this House. the members for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) and Toodyay (Mr. Piease) who ac-
knowledged what was done by the Scaddan
Government for the farmers. All thke
same, even' farmer who to-day goes
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to the ballot box 'will say, ''Oh,
the young chap for York 'will do me,'" and
no one else can get a look in at the picture.
The dominant party is the farmers' party,
and they are to get increased representation-
two seats.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Three in all proba-
bility.

Mr. 0 'LOG HLEN: Of course it may 'work
out to the advantage of Western Australia. I
think the farmers have done very well, and
if they do not go along on moderate lines and
deprive the great body of the people of the
representation to which they are entitled,
those people might rise and vote against the
party the Government are allied with. At any
rate the opportunity will conmc along in 12
or 14 months'I time.

The Minister for Mines: Why spoil our sleep
by referring to something that is 14 months
ahead?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: Hon. members had bet-
ter make the most of the position.

Mr. Majon: Your nature would not permit
you to be vindictive.

Mr. 0 'LOORLEN ± I am thinking of the rod
in pickle for the hon. member. I know two
or three who are after his scalp, and he will
have to get up pretty early to retain it. He
hopes, I suppose, that the Commissioners 'will
include in his electorate what he wants from
West Perth and rob our lady member of the
bulk of her support. However, the Commis-
sioners can attend to that The Government
are taking a risk; they are gambling a lot,
and some members 'will vote for their politi-
cal death warrant by casting out the rural
areas which belong to the metropolitan dis-
trict;, and if they do not say that the big
quotas are unjust compared with places like
the electorate I represent, they 'will do some-
thing that it 'will not be possible to defend
Oh logical lines.

Mr. LJATHAM (York)-[9.30]: I support
the second reading of the Bill. Everyone mustt
admit that there is a necessity for a redistri-
bution of seats. Beverley, for instance, has
1,820 voters and the electorate alongside,
York, has 3,186. Wagin has 2,683 and Kat-
aining alongside has 3,495. Eannans elec-
torate has 1,563 voters, and Boulder 3,987.

The Minister for Mines: Why not include
Albany, 'which has over 4,000?

Mr. LATHAM: The Canning electorate cani
in the sme way be compared with the elector-
ate of Perth. It must be acknowledged that
it is necessary to alter the boundaries of the
electorates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We agree with that
Mr. LATHAM: No great alteration has

been made with respect to the agricultural
and mining areas such as members ywonld have
usa believe. As I read the Bill the whole of the
votes 'will be pooled and divided by 46, allow-
ing only half a vote for every vote in the
metropolitain area. I do not see that there will
be any decrease in the central area of the
goldfields. There is, indeed, a possibility of

an increase there. When it i, reaised that
there has been a nine per cent, decrease of
electors in that area since 1911, it shows that
this measure does not inflict any great hard-
ship upon it. There has been this decrease of
nine per cent., and yet there is a possibility
of an additional scat being secured there.

Hon. W. C. Ang'win: Not according to the
r-emier Is statement.

Mr. LATHAM: It looks as if the metro-
politan area would get additional representa-
tion of from 18 to 25 per cent., and that the
agricultural districts will only get five per
cent, if they get an additional member, or
10 per cent, if they secure two additional
members. There is no great privilege being
extended to the agricultural areas. I see no
reason for the torrent of abuse that has been
hurled at the agricultural districts this even-
ing.

Mr. A. Thomson: They are the usual elec-
tioneering tactics.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are quite safe.
Mr. LATHAM: This Bill cannot be com-

pared with the 1911 Bill. There is no gerry-
mnardering about this Bill. Members 'who
went before their elettors at the last election
promised to support a Bill which would deal
with the redistribution of seats-not on the
one man one vote, and one vote one value
principle. Whilst we might like to see that,
it 'would only apply in densely populated coun-
tries such as parts of Europe, and would be
quite unworkable in Western Australia. The
convenience of voters must also be considered.
It is easy for a man or woman to go to the
polling booth and record a vote in the metro-
politan area. It is quite different in the
back country where we never get the same
poll as wre do in the metropolitan area. From
that standpoint people in the country should
he given additional privileges. In the metro-
politan area the interests of the people are
in common. Not so, however, in the agricul-
tural districts. In the Avon electorate, for
instance, we have both mining and agricul-
tural interests. We might as well try to mix
oil with water as to mix these two industries.
Each is separate, and apart, and the people
engaged in one do not understand the princi-
ples affecting those engaged in the other. It
is impossible to get the two sections to unite
under our present system, and policy. The
party on the cross benches is always prepared
to do w~hatever is possible to assist the min-
ing areas, for we realise 'what they have done
for the State.

Mr. Heron, You did not say that when we
were dealing with the Miner's Phthisis Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: In that case it was de-
sired to include a lazrge number of men who
were justly entitled to inclusion, but for whom
there was no money with which to pay compen-
sation. Until a method is devised of as-
sisting these people, I will not blindly fol-
low such a suggestion. Th money which the
agricultural areas have had from Loan Funds
at different times has been repaid.
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Ron. M. F. Troy: Not at all.
Mr. LATHAM%: iALost of it has been re-

paid, and in addition the agricultural indus-
try has brought a considerable revenue to the
State.

The Minister for Mines: The loans are
charged up against the assets.

Hon. M1. F. Troy: Assets indeed!!I
Mr. LATHAM; If an attempt was made

to realise on the balance of the securities
held by the I.A.B. wea should find a margin
of profit.

Ron. M. F. Troy: I know of istances
where there would be no profit.

Mr. LATHAM: I1 know that, but we should
get the full money in other eases.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: Post results do not
.prove your statements.

Mr. LATHAM: If we invested money in
mining we know that the securities would
not be am good as they are in the agricultural
areas. We realise the value the mining indus-
try has been to the State, and it can always
look to the members on the cross benches for
support. It was thil assistance we got from
that industry that opefied up the agricultural
are as.

Mr. Chesson: It whuld be a pity if we had
to depend upon the assistance we got from the
farmers.

Mr. LATHAM: The bon. member is always
conservative in his views on that question. On
the occasion of the last general elections there
was in West Perth a 75 per cent, poll, in East
Perth 70 per cent., Subiaco, 62 per cent.,
Leederville 63 per cent., and Claremont 77 per
cent. The Avon electorate topped the list for
the country with 70 per cent. Wagin had 49
per cent., York 54 per cent., Pingdlly 50 per
cent., and Yilgarn a 60 per cent poll. A great
deal of interest was taken in these particular
elections. This shows the difficulty of the
country people in recording their votes. No
one would begrudge then the additional voting
power they would get under this Bill. There
can be no objection to this Bill. It is not a re-
distribution of seats Dill. It is one -merely to
authorise a Commission to go into the matter.
Parliament will then have to say whether it
agrees with the report of the Commission or
not and whether it will carry out the recomn-
nmendations or otherwise.

Air. Wilicock: The Commissioners will have
their instructions.

Mr. LATHAM: It is impossible to satisfy
everyone either in this Chamber or outside of
it. If I had my way the metropolitan area
would not get two additional seats. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy) stated
there was greater power exercised in this Chamn-
ber by the interests representing the mnetro-
politan area than by its members. We have
only to watch the galleries when laythling is
going on to understand how, people desire to
know in what direction members are voting.
People have a great advantage through living
in the metropolitan area, and do not require
to be represented in this Chaumber to the same

extent as country people do. They can always
get someone to bring matters under the notice
of the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin± Have not the Jaws of
the State to be observed by people in the
metropolitani area?

Mr. L.ATHAM: Yes. We have to con-
sider where the funancess come from. Country
people from that point of view are entitled to
further representation. Tile latest statistical
return, dated the 30th September, shows the
production of the State to be as follows:-
From the agricultural areas close on seven
millions of money came into the State in 1921.
Prom the pastoral areas £3,886,000; from the
dairy, poultry, and bee farming industry,
£1,132,000; from forestry and fisheries,
£1,937,000; from mining, £2,880,000, and from
the metropolitan area, including manufactur-
ing industries, £8,691,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwvir: Do they not assist the
others alsot

Mr. LIATHAM: I admit that, but the value
was created for the most part outside the
metropolitan area and handled through that
area.

Mr. Meals: Do you see no good in the
metropolitan areal

Mr. LAATHAM: Yes, the hon. member. 1
see a little good in it-good picture shows,
good water supplies, a beautiful ferry service
and a good tram service. I see many nice
things in the city. The metropolitan people
are entitled to representation in Parliament,
but the people outside are those who keep the
city going and upon whom it is thriving so
well.

Mrs. Cowa": Perhaps the honl. member
would like to sell his property and live in the
city.

Mr. LATHAM:± Possibly, if the hon. mem-
ber would offer me some inducement. The
metropolitan area, however, will get very little
consideration from me while I represent a
country electorate. I am prepared, however,
to help anyone outside the metropolitan area,
because of the power possessed by people in
that area to look after their own interests.

Mr. WHLCOCK: I move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Mbation put and a division taken with the

following result:-
Ayes
Noes

-. .. -- -. 10
-. . . -24

Majority against

Mr. Angwinl

Mr. Carboy
Mr. Cunningham

Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lamnbert

B

Ars.
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall
Mr. KeCalluin
Mr. Mu..!.
Mr. freY
Mr. Wilieck
Mr. Wilson

Mr. OLoghlen
(2Tellw.)
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Mr. Angelo
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denton
Mr. Duracc
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmeott
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Latbarn

NOESf.

Mr. H. K_ 'Modey
Mr. Man
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, 3, Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [9.48]: It
was not my intention originally to discuss
the Bill at the second reading stage, but as
one who has for a. long time paat recognised
the necessity for the introductiont of such a
measure, I welcome its appearance. I am
prompted to speak largely by reason of the
fact that I consider somne of the statements
wade by the member for York (Mr. Latbama)
to be of such an extraordinary description
as to call for some reply. As a representa-
tive of a metropolitan seat, which is the
second largest, from the point of view of
electors, in the State, having 9,545 electors
at the last election, and to-day having over
10,009 electors, it astonishes mnn to, hear the
opinions expressed by members of the
Opposition, and also by the member for
York as. to the advantages which the metro-
politan residents enjoy.

Mr. Latham. Don't they enjoy them?
Capt- CARTER: We enjoy these particu-

lar benefits, if they can be described as such,
but we are regarded as so important in the
Leederville electorate that it takes nine of
our electors to carry the weight of one
elector in such places as Cue, Menzies, Cool-
gardie, Haunaus, Xanowaa, Mount Magnet,
Leonora., Mt. Margaret, and Tilgara, whose
electors total 9,422.

Mr. Latham: You do not suggest I said
that was right?

Capt. CARTER: No, but the hon. member
said that if bie had his way, the number of
members representing the metropolitan arear
would be reduced.

Mr. Latham: I did not say, that.
Mr. McCallum: You did.
Capt. CARTER': By what process Of

reasoning the member f or York could arrive
at that conclusion, I am at a loss to under-
stand. it was a ridiculous statement.

Mr. Lathan.: But I did not make that
statement.

Capt. CARTER: If the hon. member did
not say that, hie conveyed that sense, or
rather nonsense. The whole method of oar
electoral distribution is anomalous. I agree
with the Government when they say-and
with Opposition members, too? when they
admit it-that a redistribution of seats is
absolutely necessary. Until we can arrive
at some such system as is outlined in the
ill-I do not agree that the Bill is perfect,

beeause I consider the metropolitan area has
not been as generously treated as it should
have been-the present anomalous system
will continue and my electorate will contain
more voters than the other nine electorates
to which I have referred. Until that
happens we will have misrepresentation of
the State's interests in Parliament and we
will continue baring these anomalies. This
mieasure cannot be regarded as a purely
party matter. I resent, because I know it
is Io~t true, the statement eirculatea during
the debate that this question has been made
one of caucus control. No One has controlled
my vote on the Bill and no one has ex-
Ltradted a promise from me on this particular
measure. When it comes to the conserva-
tion of the rights of the various interests to
be vonsidered, I hope my vote will he found,
as it always has been found, on the
side of democratic control. I cannot
conceive how members can object to the
introduction of a Bill of this nature in the
light of the present state of affairs. I hope
the House will support the second reading
of the Bill as I intend to do and at the
Committee stage we will have an oppor-
tunity of discussing such theories as that

pu forward by the member for Forrest
(Mr, 0'Logblen) regarding a proportional
representation scheme. I have been elected
to this Chamber as one objecting to the
anomalous conditions regarding our electoral
system and as such I must support the
second reading of the Bill.

Mr. Harrison interjected.
Capt. CARTER: I do not stand as the

exponent of that scheme of proportional
representation but I anm prepared to wait
for the member for Forrest to give us a
dissertation on that question when we reach
the Committee stage later on. I desire to
improve our electoral system and I agree
with the member for Forrest that there are
anoilies existing nil over Australia, which
project themselves before our gaze when we
look into these matters.

'Mr. Harrison: You have mnany advantages
due to concentrated population.

Capt. CKRTER: Yes, and we always pay
not only for our own advantages but for the
advantages enjoyed by the hon. member in
Kellerberrini.

'Mr. Harrison:- How do you value your
advantages? It costs nine times as much
to get a deputation to the Government as it
does in the city.

Capt. CARTER: I am not prepared to
accept or reject that statement, but I be-
lieve no other than country representatives
ciin get deputations to the Premier at any
time they desire. They can even get the
Premier to receive them in this hufilding.
Only on Thursday night last an in.-
fluential deputation of firuitgrowers came
to the House and waited on the Premier. I
know Sir Xames, is very bnsy, but the fact
remiains that very few metropolitan mem-
bers can got a deputation received at such
an hour at Parliament House.
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Nlr. 0 Loghlea: They take Ministers out
to their districts at week ends.

The Premier; I have had deputationis at
midnight.

Capt. CARTER: I know the Premier has
had them at all hours, particularly when
annual conferences arc held in the city. The
other day there were 15 deputations and I
believe 11 of them were probably for new
country railways.

Memher: They were mostly on industrial
matters.

Capt. CARTER: If they were in (-onne-
tion with industrial matters they represent
the most important problem coufronting Aus-
tralia at the present tine. I refer to the
question Of industrial. urest. The very
foundation of the prosperity and future of
the industry with which the member for Avon
(iAr. Harrison) is connected rests on the firm
basis of industrial peace- Where would
the bon. member be if there was not
industrial peace in connection with our
railway system? As a matter of fact,
the deputation which wnitca on the Pre-
inier at q.30 pam. on Thursday included
representativev from 'Mount Barker, two from
the Great Southern railway, and representa-
tives from other outlying parts, aud they dis-
cussed with him such ant important question
as codlin moth. After the Premier bad been
working hamimer and twigs all davy at his
office, having sat in Parliament until 5 o'clock
that morning ani resumed his Parliamentary
business all day and during the night, he was
asked to see this deputation of country repre-
sentatives in the House!

Mr. O'Loghlen: And to talk about bugs!
Capt. CARTER: I give the Preniee credit

for his energy, but there are so many depu-
tations from the country districts that he
cannot find time to take them all during the
daytime.

Member: What has this to do with the
Rill?

Capt. CARTER:- It has this much to do 'with
the Bill, that the member for York said that
thA metropolitan members had too much in-
fluence and that if they could not exercise
that influence, vested interests in the city
found the necessary punch to stir up Minis-
ters. If that is so, it is not within my know-
ledge.

Mr. Latham: I did not say that.
Capt- CARTER: Now the member for

York conies forward with another dental!
Mr. Latham:; Your understanding is

crooked.
Capt. CARTER: It may be, but the boa.

member's method of expressing himself is
weak.

Mr. Lathami: We are not all stars like
the member for Leederville.

Capt. CARTER:- However that may be,
his statement Was nut correct. The deputa-
tions which I have taken to the Premier could
be counted on the fingers of one hand.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know what
deputations have to do with the Bill.

Capt. CART ER: When the lion. member
touched the subject of the influence of mnet-
ropolitan iiiembers with the Government, I
wondered how far he would be allowed to
go; I have merely endenvoured to refute hisi
remarks. I do not consider we have sufficient
metropolitan members. Under the new redis-
tribution we should have at least 15 seats.
I hope the speech of the Deputy Leader of
the Country Party will not be taken as an
indication of the friendliness of this coali-
tion. I sit on the cross beaches, not as one
of that party, but With them, and I hope
that, for the benefit of the State, they and
the party to which I belong will work har-
moniously. The speech of the hon. member
to-night is net going to make for harmony.

Mr. Johnston interjected.
Capt. CARTER: I did not catch the hon.

member's interjection, but I know him to be
a friend of all parties. I hope the second
reading will be carried.

Mr. WILLCOGR (Geraldton) [10.1] : I
also want to enter my protest against the
Bill. I am glad we have been able to get a
little information from the Government side
respecting it. It is a coincidence that those
on the Government side can all finish 'their
remarks on the Bill 'within two or three
minutes, whereas we who are raising objec-
tions to the measure find in it sufficient bad
features to take half an hour over our
speeches. Tile Bill is a most important one,
for it affects the representation of the
people. With other speakers, I do not con-
sider it should be a party measure at all.

Mr. Davies: Is it?
Mr. WILLOOCK: We have it that it is.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Can the member for

Giuildford deny it?
Mr. WTLLCOCK: It is a party measure,

introduced by the Premier. We want to
know why it was introduced. Although I do
not altogether agree that all votes should be
of one value under the Bill, still there -should
not be five different sets of representation,
as provided in the Bill: metropolitan, agri-
cultural districts, outback mining districts,
central goldfields and the North-West elec-
torates, with a different representation for
each group. Nobody will say that in one
State with a small population we should have
five different systems of numbers. The metro-
politan area and electorates within coo-es of
the scat of Government do not require the
same representation as is required by others
farther out; but if electorates at practically
the same distance from the seat of Govern-
meat and with similar conditions are to have
entirely different bases of representation, I
want to know what is the reason for the
variation. The Bill will not affect my elec-
torate one way or the other, and so I can
celaim to be unbiassed in my judgment of it.
It has an underlying principle which gives an
advantage to the Governent in respect of
representation, and apparently that is why
it has been introduced. It 'will work out to
the advantage of the Government. With the,
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member for Forrest, I know that any Gov-
erment which attempt to tinker with the
democratic idea of electorates in order to
gain temporary party advantage are likely
to find the weapon rebound on them. I wish
to warn the Government that if it can be
proved, and I think it can, that the Bill is
for the purpose of giving the Glovermient an
advantage-

The Premier: But it is not.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Well, I will accept the

Premier's assurance, but I can find no other
reason for the proposal to have five different
sets of representation. If we had two Rye-
toins, one for the metropolitn area and one
for the outside electorates, I could under-
stand it.

The Premier: Two would be all right,
whereas three is quite wrongI

Mr. WILLOOCK: Almost every member
who has spoken on the Bill has agreed that
there should be some modification of repre-
sentation for the metropolitan area.

Mr. Davies: Are we all in agreement in
respect of the North-Westt

Mr. WILLOOCK, No, we have had four
or five different opinions about that. The
average number of electors in the North-
West will be about 1,064, whereas in out-
back mining districts such as the Murehison
the average will be 1,880, practically 2 to 1.*I see no reason for that discrepancy, nor
have I heard any justification of it.

Mr. Angelo: One has a railway and the
other has not.

Mr. WrLLCOCK: But the one without a
railway has a State steamer.

Mr. Angelo: How long will she be there?
Mr. 'WJILOCOCK : If the hon. member

does his duty by his electorate she will be
there for all time. The average in the
central goldfields seats -will be 3,400. The
Premier said the agricultural and goldfild
areas would have the same quota;i yet in th
same breath lie said the central goldfields
might have four or five seats, that the gold-
fields were declining while the agricultural
industry was flourishing, and that allow
ances would have to be made.

The Premier: No, I said the goldfields had
gone down, but I hoped they would recover.

Mr. WILLCOCK: You based your esti-
mate of the future on the past.

Mr. Harrison: Many miners are changing
their occupation.

Mx. WIhLCOCK: That is not the point.
The point is the different basis of repre-
sentation for the goldfields as against the
agricultural areas. The commissioners wvill
fix the representation for some years ahead.

The Premier: They cannmot do that.
Mr. WfLjLCOCK: If four electorates come

iinder their quota, there will be no necessity
for alteration.

The Premier: But the House will be able
to alter it.

Mr. WULLCOCX: The House does not like
tinkering with redstribntion of seats. Dur-
ing the past 10 y ears there have been three
attempts. One (lovernment carried a most

unscrupulous measure for their own advance
meut, but it rebounded against them.

The Premier: You Call it 11esCniApulous.
Mr. WILLCOCLC: The people of the 2tatt

at the time regarded it as unscrupulous
What other reason was lheie for the over
whelming majority returned sgaiasit th(
Government?

Hlon. M. F. Troy: It wad an 11iSrisrpulow1
measure.

Mr. WILLCOCK: At all events, tiaL waiE
the coucensus of opinion, and at the nei
elec-tion the people showed their estimate of
the Bill by putting the Government out ol
office.

The Premier: At the election unscrupulow
use was made of it. The 1913 Bill would
have given Perth 13 seats.

lion. W. C. Angwin: It would have given
13 seats, if not 14, to the goldields.

The Premier: No.
Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Yes, the quota foi

the goldflelds was 3,006, and the 13 goldfieldi
seats would have averaged 3,226.

Mr. WTLLCOCK: This Bill was designed
to give the Government a further lease of
p~ower. There are five different sets of
representation and, wherever an alteration
is proposed, it will be to the advantage of
the Government. The North is to have n
smaller quota than it had in the past and
the North is represented by supporters of
the Government. Had the conditions of
1911 applied, the North would have had one
member less. Wherever an alteration is
proposed it will work to the advantage of
the Government. JFhe North in 11111t bad
an average of 1,440 electors, whereas under
this Bill the average number will he about
1,000.. That means that where there are
four members all supporting the (;o-eru-
mieat, a smaller basis of repiescntation xvill
be required for them than fi- the rest of
the State. If the principles of the previous
Bill were applied, the North would be en-
titled to only three seats.

The Premier: I would refer you to the
.speech of Mr. Walker on the 1913 Bill.

Mr. WILLCOGK: Thiat Bill did not be-
conmc law. Possibly if it had, tbere would
have been necessity to amend it. We cannot
say what that Bill would have achieved had
it become law. I am speaking of the law
an it stands, and as it is proposed to amend
it by this Bill. The mining centres of Kal-
goorlie are represented by Labour ,r,mbers
and for them there is to be an increase in
the number of electors. A big majority of
the members from this side of the House
represent the outside mining area and their
quota also will be considerably inerensed.

The Premier : They are to have very
generous treatment.

Mr. W~ILCOCK: I am indicating how the
proposals of the Premier will work out. The
quota will be increased and three or four
seats will be cut out. Tn the metropolitan
area where the Government have a majority
of the representation, there will be a smalier
quota of electors and more members. If the
law of averages applies, this will give the
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Government increased supgiort; to the extent
of two members. The agricultusal area has
a preponderance of Government supporterF,
and that is to have an increase of two seats
as the quota there will Pat be increased.
In every instance it will work out to the ad-
vantage of the Government, and consequently
we are justified in concluding that there is
something more behind this measure than. a
basis for redistribution of seats.

The Premier: You would say that whatever
we proposed.

Mr. WfLjLCOCK: I would not say it if it
were not true.

The Premier: If we gave Perth 25 seats,
you would say it was wrong.

M r. WILLCOCX: Well, that would not be
fair.

The Premier: You would say so because
you do not live there.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I maintain that the out-
back districts are entitled to representation.
If my constituents have anything of import-
ance to urge, they have only their member
through whom to voice their opinions. Take
the Geraldton harbour: I was grateful for the
assistance of other members on this side of
the House when that question was under dis-
eussion, but if I had not brought it forward,'
nothing at all would have been said about it.
Yet if anything is said about algae in the
river or the mosquitoes at East Perth, we all
know about it. The very fact that we have
to come here to represent our constituents
brings us into touch with the wants of the
people of the metropolitan area and their
disabilities and everyone is cognisant of them
without any special representation. I know
about the algae in the river because it is
mentioned in the metropolitan Press day af ter
day. It has become a burning question.

Mr. Angelo: A floating question.
Mr. WILLCOCK: If I were asked to judge

of the relative importance of prodiding har-
bour accommodation at Oeratdton and the
problem of algae in the river, I should say
that the provision of harbour facilities was
very much more important. Yet from the
trend of events, I would be safe in saying
that remedial measures would be proposed
regarding the algae before a harbour was
provided at Geraldton. This appears to be
the trend of events. While a portion of the
Bill seems to be fair, one outstanding blot
is the difference between the Kalgoorlie cen-
tral area and the agricultural area.

The Premier: There is no difference.
Mr. WYLOOCK: There will be a differ-

ence. Although I a= not a betting man, it
would be safe to bet that when the Kalgoor-
lie quota comes out, there will be only four
seats. The Premier in his speech implied as
much.

The Premier: No, I did not.
Mr. WILLCOCK: That is the impression

I gathered from the Premier's speech.
Mr. Munsie: Kalgoorlie could Dot get five

on the present enrolment.
(1011

Air. WILLOOCK: If distance from the
capital wore taken as the main bas, there
would be five, but the indications are that
there wvill be only four, and that the quota
there will be 1,000 higher. The Swan eec-
torate presents a glaring anomaly, because
a small number of electors are to get equal
representation with a place 400 miles distant
and 1,000 more electors. That will not be
in the best interests of the country. It is
not fair. I do not believe the goldfields are
dying out.

The Premier: No one said they are. Take
the actual number of voters.

Mr. WfLjLCOCK: The number in a cer-
tain portion of the goldfields will be entirety
different from the number in another portion
working under similar conditions. All the
goldfields should be treated alike. Why this
distinction? Is a person who lives in Kat-
goorlie any better than one who lives at
Meekatharra or Cuec? There should be one
underlying principle, and all the people should
be entitled to similar representation. Almost
every speaker has said that the metropolitan
area does not deserve an absolute equality of
representation.

The Premier: What should it get?
Mr. WILLOOCK: I am prepared to accept

something on the basis of the Bill, but there
is no justification for treating Kalgoorlie
differently from Cue, Bunibury, Albany, Ger-
aldton or ny other part.

The Premier: It has the same quota.
Eon. MW. F. Troy: It will have 500 snore.
Mr. WILLCOCK: The general trend of

opinion seems to be that the goldfields axre a
dying industry.

Hon. M. F. Troy: They will kill the repre-
sentation and the industry.

The Premier: The representation will
neither make nor mar "s industry.

Mr. WILLLCOCK: There is a more hopeful
feeling and better development in the mining
industry now than there has been for 10 or
15 years.

The Premier: May it be better still.
Mr. WILLOOCK: May it be very much

better.
The Premier: May it be as good as ever it

was.
Mr. WILLOOK: Yes, but that is no rea-

son why the representation should be de-
creased. If there is any movement in the
population of the Kalgoorlie centre during the
next two or three years, it will be upwards.
The same applies to the outback areas In
the Mt. Magnet district there *are two or
three shows which in 18 months' time will
3ea employing 200 or 800 men. There would
have been a revival of mining in that locality
two or thre years ago, hut the cost of mining
reqnisites has been so high during the period
following the wvar that it was not profitable
to take the gold out. So soon as mining me-
quisites come donr and they are gradually
coming down, there will be an increase in
mining activity, particularly on the Mur-
chison, and the population of these districts
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will increase, In Younnnii we have an excep
tionally good Mine. It has been ruined to a
certain extent by bad management, but ekeo
by the high cost of mining requisites. It is
dlosed down on account of the high costs.
If this mine were working to the extent
that it could be worked, there would be in
that town another 400 or 500 people. The
Mt, Magnet electorate should not be tinkered
with at all. The same remarks apply to
Sandstone.

The Premier: I hope they will get the popu-
lation and get back their representation.

Mr. WIULCOCK: The Minister for Mines
knows that-the cost of mining requisites and
labour have been hampering mining. Both
these things have a tendency to decrease and,
as soon as they approach normal, there will be
a revival and an increase in population, and
withi it an alteration of the electoral districts
will be required.

Tho Premier. I hope so.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Theref ore it is not

necessary to get down to a bedrock principle
of representation. The Premier should not
adopt the attitude that, because there has
been a decline during the la-st 10 or 12 years,
it is going to continue in future. We should
be chary of taking away representation which
it will be difficult to restore unless five or six
seats require alteration. The Premier said
there would be only four beats in K-algoorlie
on the basis of about 3,500 electors, whereas
the average number in the agricultural con-
stituencies would be 2,863. This Bill can be
termed the "Mitchell blot on the mining in-
dustry.'' Sufficient evidence can be adduced
to bring the mining areas into line with the
agricultural areas. It is not fair to treat one
set of districts differently from another set.

The Premier: The qu,3ta is the same as
for the agricultural districts.

MAr. WILLCOCK: If this Bill goes through
it is safe to assume only four seats will be
given to Kalgoorlie. I trust members will yet
desire to make them at least the equal of the
agricultural constituencies.

The Premier: That will be so.

(The fleputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. WTLLCOOK:- The Bill does not say
so. This is the greatest blot in it. We could
have two hases of representation, one for the
metropolitan area, and the other providing
for a gradually decreasing number of electors
required to send a reprnsentntive to this
House as they get further away from the
seat of Government. I believe in proportional
representation, and hope the Bill may be
amended in Committee in that direction. Many
advantages accrue from that system. There
is no need to alter the boundaries of the elec-
torates every four or five years, All that is
necessary, when an additional member is re-
quired for a particular part of the State is to
provide for his election on the basis of the
number of people of his political faith -within
the area. Many good men stand for Parlia-
ment at different times, men of honesty, ar.
pacity and ability. They often put up for the

* same seat, but only one can be elected. IUder
6proportional representation, two such men

would have is opportunity of entering this
iChamber and the country would benefit ac.

cordingly. Such a system would also ensure
representation of the minorities, which is not
the ease at present. Under the Bill a minor-
ity eould capture the smaller seats comprising
about 70),000 electors and could run the coun-
try, while 90,000 electors would be represented
by a minority in this Chamber. Under pro-
piortional representation that could not apply.
Each political aspirant would be elected upon
the number of votes he could obtain. Any-
thing more f may have to say on this question
can he said during the Committee stage. The
Government should see that the rolls are
brought Lip to date before wre tinker with the
representation of the people in this Chamber.
No serious effort has been made in this direc-
tion except by political panics.

The Premier: Enrolment is compulsory
now.

M.Nr. WILLCOCK: Yes, but the Govern-
nieat have taken no steps to compel people to
get on the roll. It is no use having a law if
it is not enforced.

The Premier: The bachelors will not get on.
the roll.

11r. WIELCOCK: Thm rc is no machinery
to rompel the people to obey the law, such as
there is in the Federal electoral offices.
-The Premier: They prosecute people.

Mr. WILICOCK: Ye;, and have other
methods of bringing the rais up to date. They
utilise their postmasters, their letter carriers,
and many other channels for this purpose.
There is an astonishing disparity between the
two rolls. In this State there is a difference
of between 10,000 and 11,000.

The Premier: Which is the greater?
Mr. WILLOOK: The State roll. The

figures are respectively 178,000 and 169,000.
The same individuals have -k right to he put
on the roll, but because of the different
methods adopted there is a -5 per cent. dif-
ference throughout all the States. The State
,authorities do not take the samec trouble as the
Federal authorities do. The Commonwealth
authorities instil a certain amount of fear into
the minds of people, and most of them will,
when changing their address from one locality
to the other, see that their name is transferred
from one roll to the other. People have been
fined for non-observance of the Commonwealth
law and therefore have some respect for it.
In this State there are very few people who
understand that enrolment is compulsory.
Notices are posted to hay Ihat people will be
fined if they do not get on the roll, but noth-
ing is done by the State authorities to see that
these conditions are complied with. The rolls
should he brought up to date and there should
he on the rolls only those people who are en-
titled to vote. They should he placed in order
before we make a law based on what must be
wrong data.

Mr. "Marshall drew attention to the state of
the Hone.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
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Mr. WILLOOCK: I wish to
necessity for bringing the rolls u
As regards death or removal there
cleansing of the State rolls as ther
Commonwealth rolls. When we a
a law as regards representation
do it with figures before us which
lately reliable. The proposal ann
the member for Forrest (Mr. O'rL
to the appointment of a select
should gain the approval of the HL
should not be a party measure.
should endeavour to be fair in
representation. The House ough

anv Opporunt of getting evidenci
having ubitd to it a Bill which
with the wishes of all the people.
I can judge, this is not a fair mn
is brought in for the purpose of
the strength of the Government, ax
purpose only. Unlike Omear 's wit
is not above suspicion. .Before wv
electoral law we should have a
mittee representative of all aid
House to go into the matter
opinions all round. I shall vote
second reading of the Bill.

Mr. CRESSON: I move-
That the debate be adjourne

Motion put and a division take
following results:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

As.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angivin
Cbesson
Clydesdasle
Corboy
Cunningham

Heron
Hughes
Lainbert

Mr. Later
Mr. Mars
Mr. McCa
Mr. Muns
Mr. Troy
Mr. Willc
Mr. Wilo
Mr. O'Loj

NOES.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mani
Mr. Carter Sir Jame
Mrs. Cowen Mr. Pies
Mr. Dlenton Mr. Samn
Mr. Durack Mr. Head
Mr. Gleorge Mr. J7. H
Mr. Gibson Mr. 3. Ma
Mr. Harrion Mr. Tees
Mr. Hlckmott Mr. A. T
Mr. Johnston Mr. J7. T
Mr. Lstham Mr. Undo
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Mull

Motion thus negatived.

Me. CHESSON (Cue) [10.4$
hopeful of being able to secure
meat of the debate, which I think
after a discussion lasting eight h

stress the ever, the Government are, not prepared to
p to date, adjourn the debate. I oppose the measure
is no such not because it proposes to take away seats
e is of the from the outer goldfields, but simply because
re making it appoints commissionlers to arrange a re-
we should distribution of seats and then ties the hands

are abso- of the commissioners. It leaves the comn-
ounced by Inissioners absolutely no power whatever.
oghlen) as The boundaries are already fixed under the
committee Bill. The measure itself decides that there

ouse. This shall be group electorates. A quota is laid
Both sides down for each of the groups specified, metro-
regard to politan, agricultural, goldfields central, and
tto have mining area. In the metropolitan area there

eand then are 84,000 electors and it is proposed that
.will meet there shall be 14 members. The increase in
So far as population since 1911 is 30,000 and it is

easure, but intended to give the metropolitan area in
increasing consequence an additional two members. It
id for that is also suggested that two extra members
e, the Bill shall be given to the agricultural areas for
ealter the 10,000 electors.

select comn- Hon. W. C. Angwin: They intend to give
es of the the agricultural districts three extra members.
and collect Mr. CRESSON: For -the last 10 years,
against the taking the whole of the agricultural group of

electorates, there have been 2.1 members.
That group comprises 55,482 electors, which

d. works out at an average of 2,642 electors for
each member. The Bill proposes to give the

a with the agricultural districts 23 members for the com-
paratively small increase in the number of

16 electors per set, while in the metropolitan
24 area the extra two members are given an
- increase of 30,000 electors. If we make a

9 comparison between the agricultural and
- North-Western districts, we find that the

Government propose to give the North-West
four seats. This means that whereas in the
metropolitan area the quota works out at

ball about 6,000 electors for each member, in the
Ilion North-West there will only be 1,000 electors
is per member. The rolls were compiled when

the Wyndham Meat Works were in opera-
cock tion and when shearing was in progress. I
a doubt if at the present time there would lie

ghlen found anything like 4,000 electors in the
(Tenlet.) 'North-West. Hon. members will recognise

that there is something wrong in an electoral
system which gives representation on this
basis. I have always held that the outback

aMitchell districts should be given greater reprosenta-
a tion, but I1 am not prepared to agree to such

pion a disparity as that suggeste'a in the Bill.
dan Mr. Mann: Will it not be possible to

Smith amend the Bill in Committee if it is desiredl
Smith Mr. CRESSON: I do not know that it

Sal, will be possible. I understand that the
homson Nationalist members held a pwrty meeting
homson and decided this matter.
hroiad Mr. Mann: You are jumping at conclu-
any aione.

(Telle.) Mr. CHESSON: If what I state is a fact,
it means that the Dill becomes a party mea-
sure, and although we may talk till dooms-

I1 was day, W.e will have no chance of getting any
the adjourn- amendment through. Although the population
a fair thing has decreased in the North-West since 1911,
ours. How- the number of seats allocated to that portion
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of the State is to be retained. In the agri-
cultural districts one elector is equal to two
in the metropolitan area and six electors in
the latter area are equal to one in the North-
West. I am concerned regarding the Swan
electorate, the boundaries of which join uip
with Guildford and are within a few miles
of the Victoria Park tramway terminus. The
Suan electorate should be included in the
metropolitan area. The people in that elec-
torate have all the facilities of the metro-
politan area and are quite handy to the city.
Then again, I do not see that the Murray-
Wellington electorate which adjoins the
South Fremantle constituency, should be
tteated on a basis different from the latter
or given any advantages.

The Minister for Works: We do not want
any advantages. We are quite satisfied.

Mr. CHESSON: The same thing applies
to Northanm. There are three trains a day to
that centre and the facilities there are nearly
equal to those obtaining in the metropolitan
area. Northamn should not get any more con-
sideration than the metropolitan area. As
to the mining districts, why has any distinction
been made regarding the various mining
areasi There are four seats in the central
area in and around Kalgoorlie. The quota
there is 3,413, while in the agricultural areas
the quota is only 2,862.

Mr. Latham: Both should be the saute
according to the Bill.

Mr. CHESSON: Why should there be any
distinction between the agricultural and cen-
tral mining areas? Yet there is a difference
of over 500 electors in the respective quotas!
Kalgoorlie and the other mining districts are
over 400 miles from Perth, while most of the
agricultural areas are practically adjoining
the metropolitan constituencies or ports, so
that they have ninny facilities close at hand.
There should be no distinction in a redistri-
bution of seats as between the agricultural
areas and the mining districts. Four seats
are to be taken from the outer goldields and
two are to be given to agriculture and two
to the city. In vieW of the increase in popu-
lation, I contend that the metropolitan ae,
if four seats are to be taken front the mining
district, is entitled to at least three additional
seats. In the agricultural districts there are
at present 21 seats, agriculture including
viticulture, horticulture, the timber districts,
and the outer ports. The population com-
prised is 65,000. It is proposed to give them
23 seats, which works out at 2,863 lectors to
each, whilst in the metropolitan area it is
proposed to give only 14 seats for 84,000
electors. I nam opposed to so striking a dis-
parity. If we were to take the central and
the outer mining districts and put them in
one group, giving them an extra seat, it would
be only right, taking int6 consideration their
distance from the seat of Government. Kal-
goorlie is 400 miles from Perth, while Meeka-
tharra is 600 miles. Of my district, only 45
miles lies alongside the railway, and the dis-
trict extends out to take Darlot, nearly 300

miles from Cue. The facilities there are quite
inferior to some of those in the North-West.
At Lake Darlot there is a fortnightly mail
service, and the people have to come in to
Darlot from 50 or 60 miles Out to get their
mnails, So, too, right through the district,
once we leave the railway line we have hun-
dreds of miles to go to the outback points
of settlement. Miining has pioneered every
industry in the State, yet because mining is
on the decline, opportunity is to be taken to
reduce its Parliamentary representation. At
present the outlook for mining is quite cheer-
ing, and I ant hopeful that within the next
12 inontlis we shall have on the Murehison
double or treble the existing population.
Many nf the new shows are thnroughlK genii-
inc and will almost certainly turn out well.
Therefore I say the present is an altogether
inopportune time for a redistribution of
seats. It is Wvrong to bring in a redistribu-'
tion- which will mean greatly reduced repre-
sentation for the goldfields electorates, several
of which have been hard hit by excessive
railway freights. Practically all the people
residing in outback districts Are adults who
are disfranchised. Before any redistribution
of seats is made, the outback districts ought
to be thoroughly canvassed in order that the
voters might be given a chance to get on
the rolls. As against the State, the Federal
authorities, through the post offices, give
improved facilities for getting on the rolls,
bitt even those facilities are not altogether
satisfactory. Every adult should be entitled
to exercise the franchise wherever he may be.
These people should be entitled to exercise
the franchise. When a postal officer is
appointed, he is disfranchised because he
cannot take his own vote, A lot of these
people, especially squatters, will not under-
take the duty, because they would be dis-
franchised. No commission is required to
do the work outlined in the Bill. A school-
boy could go to the electoral office, ascertain
the number of electors in each group and
then fix the boundaries. When the Bill
reaches the Committee stage it should be
amended by makcing one quota for the whole
of the goldfields. I hope, too, that the
principle Of Proportional representation will
be provided for. A select committee should
he appointed to consider the whole of the
matters involved, and adjust the representa-
tion on a basis which would be satisfactory
to all parties in this House. A redistribu-
tion is certainly necessary. In my part of
the State one seat ought to go. I shall not
be concerned if it is my seat which has to
go. All I am concerned about is that the
representation be fixed on a fair and equit-
able basis. The outer goldfields and the
North are entitled to extra representation,
as compared wit hithe metropolitan area, on
account of their distance from the seat of
Government, but when the quota in the
metropolitan area is fIxed at 6,000 and in
the North at 1,000, the disparity is alto-
gether too great. The proposal of 19i3 to
allow the North three seats would meet with
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the approval of the House. If the North
had three members at present, it would be
receiving very fair representation, and more
than it was entitled to on actual figures.
The Murchison comprises goldifields and
pastoral area;, and it might be thought that
there is no community of interest between
the two, but there is. The squatter is
anxious to see the mining industry go
ahead, because the presence of a community
provides a ready market fer his stock. I
oppose the Bill because it seeks to appoint
commissioners whose hands will be tied.

Mr. LAMBERT: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 16
Noes . .. . .. 24

Majority against 8

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Chess'm
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Corhoy
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Luter

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Dlenton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Jobhnston
Mr, Latham
Mr. H. XC Haley
Mr. Manm

Noss

Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallum

Mr, Munaie
Mr. Troy
Mr. Wllcoek
Mr. Wilson
Mr. O'Loghien

(Teller.)

Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Please
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. J, M. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Muulany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. Lambert called attention to the state

of the House.

-Quorum formed.

Mr. LAMB3ERT (Coolgardie) [11.231± At
this late hour, whin members are tired and
have already done a fair thing by the Gov-
ernment in assisting to clear the Notice
Pape;, it is unfair that I sbould have to
speak upon this measure.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This is all the thanks
we get for assisting them during the session.
We have not finished yet.

Mr. LAMBERT: If this is the treatment
members can expect at tIV hands of the
Government, they are mn for te roughest
time any Government has ever experienced
in the political history of the country. I
am prepared to stand here hour after hour

reading reports until Ministers complain
that they are being dragged out of bed by-
the hnir of their heads. Do they fancy they
are going to keep members here to discuss
an important question like this at half-past
11 at night?

The Minister for Works:. Is the hon.
member in order in threatening the House?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have served you
fairly all through the session.

Mr. LAM BERT: I am trying to be reason-
able, but I think members who have sat
here since 2.30 in the afternoon have done
a fair thing by the Government.

Mr. Teesdsle: The Government want to
finish the session.

Ifon. W. C. Angwin: We want to do our
duty by the country, if you do not.

Mr. LAMIBERT: We have already sat for
-very many hours to-day.

The Minister for Works: That is all right.
Mr. O'Loghlen: What about going home

now and firishing to-morrow 7
Mr. Teesdale: It is the same thiag every

-night.
Mr. LAMBERT: In common decency tbe

Government should acknowledge their obli-
gations to members. We have extended to
the Government more than the ordinary
amount of consideration in facilitating the
business of the House, and it ill-becomes
them to ride roughshod over uts in this
manner. If this is an indication of wfiat
we may expect within the next week or so,
I will be prepared to talk on this subject as
long as I can stand on my feet. This Bill
opens up a great scope for discussion. In
ordinary circumstances political ethics and
decency would call f or an impartial discus-
sion upon the BillI having regard to the
interests involved. Because the Government
choose to give the House a rough outline of
a measure involving the redistribution of
the electoral seats, at the tail end of the
session, and have already called upon mem-
bers to discuss it from half-past two this
afternoon until this late hour, members of
the Opposition would not be showing the
pluck of an ordinary lizard if they allowed
themselves to be overridden. I will not
stand it.

Mr. Teesdale: I rise to a point of order.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is it?
Mr. LAMBERT:- What is the point of

order 7 The hon. member is a blue-tongued
li?.ard.

Mr. Teesdale: Apparently the hon. mem-
ber has no conception of what he is saying.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:; What is the
point of order?

Mr- Teesdale- The bon. member has re-
ferred to members as lizards. There are
members who could use terms in connection
with the hon. member, but are quite satis-
fied to allow him the monopoly of insults
like that,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Did the hon,
member say that members were lizards? If
he used that expression, as the member for
Roebourne indicates, lbe has said something
that is unparliamentary.
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Mr. LAMBERT: Certainly not; I would
not insult the lizard.
.The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hron. meni-

her should keep to the point.
Hon. W. C, Angwin: I think we have been

a lot of lizards to serve you as we have
done, when we receive this sort of treat.-
DiO t.

Mr. LAMBERT- I was endeavouring to
compare the attitude we have adapted
towards the Government and the attitude
they have adopted towards us, and was say-
ing that we had not the pinck of a lizard if
we stood it, I think that if we did not
resent that, we should Dot be showing the
spirit or pluck of a lizard.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is quite
Parliamentary.

Mr. LAMLBERT: I would not for one mo-
meat liken the member for Boebourne to a
lizard, for the sake of the lizard.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not
proper.

Mr. LAMBERT: Thea I will say, for the
sake of the hon. member. Much has been
said as to the necessity for redistributing the
,electoral seats throughout the State. That
necessity is unfortunately apparent. But it
is not one-fiftieth part as apparent as is the
lack of policy which is responsible for the
depopulation of our goldfields areas.

Mr. Lutey: I draw attention to the state
of the House. If the Government are brutal
enough to keep us here, they should remain
in their seats.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. LAMBERT: Let us analyse the factors
which led up to the unequal distribution of
the people -of Western Australia daring the
past few years. When the call to arms came,
there was no class of people in the State who
responded more readily than didl the virile
youth of the goldfields, who felt they had an
obligation to their country. During the time
that the war was waged, many factors con-
tributed to the downward tendency of mining
in Western Australia. Two of those factors
were the question of labour-much of which
was, unfortunately, inefficient--and the in-
flated cost of materials essential to mining.
This is not a Bill of a subordinate nature,
but one which strikes at the root of constitu-
tional government. Therefore, it is false
policy to require that the second reading
speeches shonid be delivered in one or two
nights. The Premier knows the bitter feeling
which has been engendered in the past by
such tactics. Having regard to that recollec-
tion, and in view of the generous attitude
which the Opposition have always adopted
towards the hon. gentleman, a reasonable
attitude might be adopted by him towards us,
even if he has a majority. To-morrow the
position may be different. There always is
a morrow; and when that morrow comes we
shall probably deal out the same consideration
which we are receiving now in being asked
to debate so important a measure at mid-

night. In the Committee stage the Bill wvill
call for analytical criticism. Hon. memberi
should at least have an opportunity of ex-
pressing themselves in their own way on the
second reading of the Bill. Many facton
have led up to the shifting of thle popula
tion of Western Australia during the pasi
few years.

Hon. N. F. Tray: The mneniher for Roe
bourne does not care so Jung as he has lkii
2463 electors.

Mr. LAIMBEET: I do not know that I carl
find fault with that hon. member's attitudc
towards the Bill. It has conceded to him o
generous measure of recognition in commoin
with the other members representing North-
West constituencies.

lion. M. P. Troy: That is the price of H4
support.

Nr. LAMIBERT: If by some process wc
call arrive at a reasonable basis of representa-
tion in this Chamber, giving justice to thc
various sections of the community whose in-
terests have to be considered, I will not cavil
at it, even if the Coolgardie scat has'to dis.
appear. In that event, I will be prepared
to enter into the rough and tumble of an-
other constituency, like Northam.

Hon. MN. F. Troy: Or Roebourne.
Mr. LA1 BEET: I do not know that I

would care to represent that electorate. I
prefer to have more electors.

Mr. Teesdlale: I will take on the member
for Mt. Magnet at any time he likes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I must
ask lion. members to address the Chair.

Nfr. LAMNBERT: In considering the condi-
tions which have led uip to the distribution
of population in Western Australia as we find
it to-dun-, it has to be recognised that many
of the goldfields areas, particularly in the
outer districts, have been depopulated during
recent years. Hon. members must realise
that that position is largely due in the first
instance to the unfortunate war. Closely
following upon the war and the depopulating
of those areas came that generous enforced
policy of the Government, in imposing ex-
cessive railway freights and water charges
which had to be paid, by the people who re-
mained!

The Premier: Don't you think we had to
meet the increased cost of running the rail-
ways I

Mr. LAMBERT: That is true.
Mr. Cluesson: But the increases crippled the

mining industry.
Mr. LAMBERT: I have admitted that it

was a policy practically forced on the Gov-
ernment, and surely I could not be more gen-
erous in my attitude towards them when I
say- that it is possible that is as far as their
foresight carried them. That false policy,
however, as with all other such policies, has
proved unfortunate for Western Australia.
Yet that process is continuing to-day, not-
withstanding that there are better prospects
ahead of the gold mining industry to-day
than has been the case for nmany years past.

The Premier: I believe that is quite true.
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Mr. LAMBERtT: If the Premier believes
that statement to be true, he must believe that
we are pursuing a policy which is inimical to
the best interests of the mining industry in
the outer portions of the State. This prac-
tice of levying increased railway rates and
water charges is suicidal.

The Premier: We have not increased the
water charges.

Mr- LAMBERT: I do not wish to go into
that question fully on an Electoral Bill.

The Premier: This is not a water Bill any-
how.

Mr. LAMBERT: This policy has been
adopted by Governments in power since 1914
and it has led to the depopulating of many
mining r-eas, The Government's efforts to
square the ledger by levying these increased
charges, bave been detrimental to the inidus-
try.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Government's idea
has been to heap on additional charges.

The Premier: Surely you don't object to
our paying increased wages ont the railways?

'Mr. LAMBERT: This is not an Industrial
Arbitration Act Amendment Bill, so I cannot
discuss that matter now. For the moment 1
am not concerned about railway matters, but
rather the effect of the increased railway
charges on the prosperity of Western Austra-
lia.

Mr. Teesdlale:- Those increased charges did
not close the mines. Overhead costs did it
more than the question of railway freights.
You cannot blame the rail%%ay freights alto-
gether for that position.

Mr. LAMKBERT: I amn not blaming the
present Administratiun alone. If Admninis-
trations from 1914 onwards hail seized the op-
portunity for lessening the burdens on the
mining industry, much good would have ac-
crued to the State. When the war concluded,
our unfortunate lads returned to Australia to
be absorbed in the economic lie. While I
commend the Government on the policy which
allowed them to spend millions of money in
agricultural area;, I should like to 'know
wvhat they have done for mining.

The Premier: What has this to do with the
Bill?

Mr. LAMBERT: I am. reviewing the factors
which led up to thu shifting of population,
and inquiring whether, after some years of
lavish expenditure in repopulatiug the min-
ing areas to people the agricultural areas, you
are justified in hringing down this Bill. When
the soldiers were returnxing irom the Front, the
policy of the Government -Aas to absorb them,
into the economic Life, and in pursuance of
that policy they lavished millions of pounds
in settling the agricultural areas. Every
young fellow who enlisted from the goldfields
was offered a farm on his return, and many
of them accepted the offei. The mining in-
dustry, in a little over a quarter of a century,
has produced 145 million pouinds sterling. Ia
the language of my frien f the member for
Roebourns (Mr. Teesdale) that will take some
making up in spring onioat.. To-day we find
that boa, member living cheek-by-jowl with

those gentlemen of the Country Party, whom
he dubs the spring onion crowd, notwithstand-
ing that he is on the friendliest possible terms
with themn. If one had regard for their plain-
tive cry, one would think the farmers were
being robbed by everybody, notwith~tsnding
which they contribute everything to the wealth
of the country. The member for York (Mr.
Latham) declares that virtually no produc-
tion is taking place other than that in those
areas represented by him and his colleagues.
The member for Roebourne utiould show a lit-
tie fair play and suggest that other interests
and other constituencies equally deserving
should receive consideretton at the hands of
the Government.

'Mr, Teedale: I could wish they would cut
out more seats if it would mean less talking.

Mr. LAMBERT: la the North there will be
slightly over 1,000 electors to each district
with an effoctive 'voting strength of about 25
per cent.

M r. Teesdale- No, 55 per cent.
Mr. LAM1BERT: The local popularity of

the member for Roebourne was displayed at
the last general election, when that member
was returated by 246 votes. The other two can-
'ida(Ites -lost their deposits, because the hon.
member was able to get the whole of the elec-
tors into a decent-sized charabanc and take
theut to the polling booth, so that no electors
were left for the other chaps.

L%r Angelo took the Chair.)

'Mr. Ohesson: 'Most of them -cast postal
votes as soon as the writs come out.

Mr. LAMBEaRT. The members for Kim-
berley, Gascoyne and Pilbara find that the
busiest period of tbeir lives is: getting postal
votes prior to an election.

Mr. Teesdlale: You get up a sweat at elec-
tion time in order to get votes.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Why should we keep
a House for the Government?

Mr. LAMBERT: If the figures of the
Electoral Department could be taken as an
indication of the enrolment, we might subject
them to a critical analysis, but though comn-
pulsory enrolment has been the law for a
couple of years, I have not heard of one pro-
secution. There are dozens of prosecutions
uinder the Federal Act, but the State Govern-
mnent have shown a wicked disregard for this
statute. If it were enforced, it would prob-
ably be found that there were hundreds of
eligible voters not en the roll. If a proper
canvass were made in my district and the
compulsory enrolment provision enforced, I
believe the roll strength could he increased
by 25 per cent. If a stranger happened to
stray into the Kimberlay district, the memn-
ber for the district would learn of it at once
by wireless.

The Premier: What has that to do with the
BillI

Mr. LAMIBERT: Even if the peregrinating
kangaroo entered the Kimaberley area-

The ACTING SPEAKER:- Order! Kanga-
roos have not votes.

Mr. LAMBERT: But they are as much
deserving of votes as many of the constituents
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to whom I am referring. Let me take as an
illustration the poor wage slave who may
wander into Kimberley; a rnulga wire im-

mnediately reaches the member for Kimber-
ley announcing the fact. I regret that the
Government have not arrived at a definite
policy regarding a redistribution. It is all
very wvell to presume to appoint commissioners
to lay down a quota and arrange prelimnar-
ie, but if the Government consider that the
movement of population is a permanent one,
they should have a policy to meet the circum-
stances. If the Premier would withdraw the
Bill, he could introduce a short measure con-
taining some element of political decency. He
could state it was his belief that the goldfields
were played out, that the great mining areas
had shrunk and were likely to continue to
shrink, and that they were depopulated to
such an extent that they should lose five seats.
He could also admit that the cockles were
being bolstered up by the I.A.B. to the
extent of nearly two million pounds of the
State's funds, and that as a consequence they
were growing in population. This is the
spring onion crown. It is Dot for the Premier
to rob the goldfields of their representation
in this Chamber, but to 'more closely analyse
the facts which are to lead up to that. If
the Premier has a policy in connection with
the redistribution of seats he should not cam-
ouflage it under this Bill. Hle should not
ferst go to his intermittent and shifty sup-
porters, who comprise the' remnants of the
political life of this country, and consult
them as to what they think is required to
give better representation in this Chamber.
He should state definitely, ''It is my con-
sidered opinion that the mining areas of the
State have petered out."

The Premier: I should say nothing of the
sort.

Mr. LAMBERT: On account of the war
the population of the goldfields has gone
down, and also because the Government will
uot give them a shilling. Everything is going
to the spring onion crowdasm my hon. friend
opposite says.

Mr. Teedale: I will never confide in you
again.I

Mr. LAMBERT: These are not my words.
The hon. member calls them "the political
allies of the Government, the spring onion
party.''

Mr. Johnston: We will see about this co-
alition if that is the way they are talking
about us.

Air. LAMBERT: No doubt members of the
cross benches will be forced to-review that
coalition the moment they find it is no further
use to them. They hare followed that line
of action in the Federal arena, and I think
they will continue to do so until an outraged
public puts them out of the political life of
the country. In 1913 Coolgardie had a
voting strength of 3,000. To-day it is about
half that number.

The Minister for Works: A quarter.
Mr. LAMBIERT: The Minister is thinking

of his own electorate. At the present

juncture we should not inform the outside
world that the mineral wealth of the State
is reduced to such an exent as to justify
Parliament in cutting down the representa-
tion of the goldfields by one-third. In two
decades the goldinining industry has con-
tributed a little over 145 million pounds to
the State. It eabled Western Australia to
emerge from a penal settlement into a proud
position amongst the States of this mighty
Commonwealth. Surely the goldfields con-
stituents deserve more than this at the hands
of the Government. Ministers must have some
policy, as they have in connection with the
farming districts. I admit the Government
are doing their best to open up the preat bush
lands of the State. I do not believe, however,
they have shown sufficient enterprise or given
enough assistance in the direction of opening
up the hidden mineral wealth of the State
Mfetropolitan members who have found fault
with the Bill must consider how it will affect
thenm. I again express regret at being forced
to speak at this late hour.

The Minister for Works: No one hae
forced you to do it.

Mr. Lutey: We should not be asked to sil
hero until this hour. -

Mr. LAMBERT: During the session we
have done a great deal to help the Govern
ment, who in turn should consider our per
sonal feelings. I hope other members will
not be called upon to speak at so late at
hour on a measure like this. If no consider
otion is to be extended to us, let us know il
immediately, and we shall shape our pelk3
accordingly. If that policy should be differ
out from the one we have pursued to date
this will be a continuous session up to nei
Christmas.

The Minister for Works: That is anothei
threat.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not a threat, but z
statement of fact. The Minister for Works
will find that if he gets me on mny feet here
at midnight, under the iFecessity of speaking
for three or four hours-

The ACTING SPEAKER: I must ask the
the hen. miember to keep to the Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT: Again I appeal to the
Government, in all fairness, not to expect to(
mueh from us. It would be well if the Gov
erment were to review the factors whiel
have caused the shifting of population, in
stead of attempting to take advantage of the
temporary shift from the mining to the agri
cultural area. I do not know that members
on the cross benches can view with much corn
fort a measure for redistribution of seats
The same fate they met under the preseni
Federal electoral system awaits them at the
next State election. The fact of their seek
ing to take advantage of their temporarj
numnerical strength here, while supporting
composite Ministry, will be remembered
Probably it will never be expressed in figure
.bat that composite Ministry has cost the
country. . Yw
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The ACTING SPEAKER: That has
nothing to do with the Bill, TMr. Lambert. I
mnust. ask you to keep to the Bill.

Mr.- LAMBERT: 'r malke that reference
only by way of leading up to the fact that it
is dangerous for a prominent political party
to seek by unfair means, to shape legislation,
particularly legislation having for its object*
the permanent subordination of another poli-
tical party. In the North-West the Govern-
meat have four supporters, and this
Bill 'proposes to grant those four
supporters political immunnity. The
member for Kimberley (Mr. Durack) will be
able to go on representing his 1,200 electors,
and being returned by 700 odd of them, to
the cad of time.

Mr. Teedale: He has to take his chance.
Mr. LAMTBERT: It will he Buckley's

ch~ance next time. The member for Roebourne
(Mr. Tezsdaie), with his effective voting
stiength of 264-

Mr. Teedale: A lot of them are your
people.

Mr. LAMBERT: By the time the effects
of this Bill are properly realised, our people
will be galvanised into such political action
as previously did honour to the constituency
of Roebourne by enabling it to return a La-
bour membolf. :1Il

Mr. Teesdale: That was the only lapse
they made and that was when I was away.
I jerked him nut quickly when I came back,
and you know that too.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tito lion, member Was
not in this Chamber at the time. The member
for Ciascoyne (Mr. Angelo) is another Gor-
einomeat supporter and a prominen t member
of the Country Party. He too, has been
granted political immunity. Is it a coinci-
dence that all these members are Government
supporters, whilst in the case of the ma-jority
of the goldfields electorates, their rep~resen-
tatives are members of the Opposition? It
is regrettable that the Government have not
seen fit to fornmlate a policy regarding the
alteration of the electoral boundaries. I
aguin appeal to the Premier to give this Bill
greater consideration. It has been stated,
tightly or wrongly, that the Opposition of
to-day have assisted the Premier to suck an
extent that had that assistance been with-
drawn at times, the far-reaching effects could
hardly be realised, Had we done so, we
would have been true to our sound policy, so
far as Western Australia itself is concerned.
However, we have little to gain from the
present Administration. We are fully in
accord with the Premier's policy of land
settlement anid, notwithstanding thie vagaries
of what may be tailed the "spring-onion
crowd,'' we are not going to allow the ad-
ministration of this country's affairs to be
tampered with by an executive sitting in St.
George 'a-terrace, or any "wsring-onion
group" who may attempt to dictate to the
Government What they shall do. Whilst the
Ministers in charge of the administration of
the affairs of this State are true to that line

of policy, I believe that, even at a reasonable
political sacrifice, the Opposition will support
them. If the Premier were to bring down to-
morrow a Redistribution of Seats Bill em-
bracing the policy of the Mitchell Govern-
ment, if it wvere fair and equitable, giving
due consideration to distance from the centres
of population, community of inte-rests and so
forth, the Opposition would embrace heartily
the opportunity to-

Mr. Teesdale. Fire it out.
'Mr. LAMBERT: To vote for the measure.

On motion by Minister for Agriculture de-
bate adjourned.

Houmse adjourned at 12.S5 a.m. (Wednesday).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION,
PITHABA EASTWARDS.

Hon. J. MILLS asked the Minister for
Education: The Railway Advisory Board
having reported favourably upon a proposed
railway from Fithara, eastwards, will the
Government, during the next session of Par-
liament, introduce a Bill authorising the con-
struction of the first section of this line 9

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The question will receive considera-
tion.

QU1ESTION-HOSPITAL FOR INSANE,
ATTENDANTS.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN asked the Minister
for Education: Referring to the aniswers
given to the questions asked by mec on the
13th December last, will the Minister explain
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